Sacred Sites of Koyasan

A sacred place where
1200 years of history breathe
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Dai-mon Gate (Great Gate) is the main gate on the west side of Koyasan.
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Kongobu-ji Head Temple
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Kongobu-ji is the ecclesiastical head
temple of Koyasan Shingon

Buddhism. It features Japan's largest
rock garden, Banryutei, and displays
numerous fusuma screen paintings.
8:30 am to 5:00 pm (Entry until

KOYASAN Travel Guide (Free App)
Check out the free Koyasan tourist and emergency information app for
smartphones and tablets. Available in Japanese, English, French, and Chinese

IKonpon—daito Pagoda Inside

Danjo Garan Sacred Temple Complex Hi I-fji k& &

(simplified).
&3 One of Koyasan’s two major sacred sites. When Kobo-Daishi established Koyasan,
App Store construction began with the Danjo Garan temple complex. A total of 19 buildings stand

withing the temple complex, including the Konpon-daito Pagoda and Kon-do Hall.
(©FE 24 hours. Konpon-daito Pagoda and Kon-do Hall, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (last entry 4:30 p.m.)
£3200 yen (Konpon-daito Pagoda, Kon-do Hall)

(iOS Version)

Stay at Shukubo Temple Lodging

There are 52 shukobos (temple lodging) at Koyasan. Each one has its
own charms, like beautiful courtyards, and fusuma screen paintings.

Sutra Copying BE4Z

Shakyo means handcopying
scriptures (writings that
record the rules of faith), and
one of the monks’ ascetic
practices. Focusing on
copying by hand relaxes the
heart.

Where to experience:

Daishi Kyokai Training Center
8100 yen

8:30 am to 3:00 pm

(no reservation needed)
Time needed: about 1 hour
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Buddhist Cuisine F§{ExPf

Buddhist cuisine refers to meals prepared in
accordance with Buddhist teachings, using
no meat and fish. These meals are healthy, as
well as delicious.

Booking shukubo
Koyasan Shukubo Association
http://eng.shukubo.net TEL:0736-56-2616 [

Points of Interest .

Experience Buddhist Ascetic Practices

Koyasan is a mountain basin at an elevation of roughly 900 meters,

and surrounded by eight peaks, like a lotus flower with eight petals.
Kobo-Daishi chose this area as an appropriate site for the Shingon School
of Buddhism and established Koyasan.

*What is Shingon Buddhism?

Buddhism normally teaches that the more distracted one is, more time and more
severe practice is required to achieve enlightenment. However. Shingon Buddhism
preaches that it is possible for a person to achieve Buddhahood just as they are.

Founder of Koyasan: Kobo-Daishi Kukai

In 804, Kobo-Daishi travelled to Tang

Dynasty China to study. He became a disciple

of Huiguo, seventh Master and successor to

the Shingon School of Buddhism, and

eventually became the formal successor

himself. Later, after returning to Japan,
in 816 he consecrated Koyasan for

Shingon Buddhism.
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Okuno-in is Koyasan's most
sacred place and one of two
major sacred sites. Over 200,000
tombstones line the way. It is
believed that at the Kobo Daishi
Mausoleum, Kobo Daishi is in
eternal meditation for the
salvation of humankind.
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Itis said that anyone who looks

into the well and does not see

their own reflection will /

die within three years.

Miroku-ishi Stone 55#1£1 -

This stone is said to feel light to those whose
sins are light, and heavy to those whose sins are
heavy. You can reach your hand through the
gap in the shrine grating to attempt lifting it.

Meditation F=2E]

Ajikan is a style of meditation taught by the
Shingon school of Buddhism. They say that
focusing the mind and meditating deeply leads to
enlightenment.

Where to experience: Kongobu-ji Head Temple

1,000 yen

Separate 500 yen entry fee for Kongobu-ji also
required

Times offered: 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, and 3:30
pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and
mid-November to mid-April.
Time needed:
about 1 hour
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Distance: 2.5km Time needed: 1 hrs. 30 min.
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GokurakubashifStay A short walk

KoyasantStal

The trail from Gokuraku-bashi Station to Nyonin-do Hall is known as the
Fudo-zaka Slope. This trail forms part of the path from Kyoto and Osaka
to Koyasan. The section known as Iroha-zaka Slope was the most
perilous part.

Nyonin-michi pilgrimage route makes a circle along the boundary of
Koyasan. Since women were forbidden from entering Koyasan until 1872,
women who wanted to pay their respects to the Kobo-Daishi mausoleum
established the route.

View of Koyasan from
Benten-dake Peak

The Konpon Daito Pagoda on the
grounds of Koyasan is visible. Beautiful
views of distant overlapping mountains
can also be seen from this spectacular
vantage point.
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Your companion to Koyasan and nearby areas.

Kiyofudo-do Hall
WA

Worshippers are said to have
purified their bodies here before
visiting Koyasan.

Rules when walking pilgrimage routes

1.Plan in advance
Carefully consider the weather, your level of physical fitness, and any
equipment you may need, then choose a suitable path to walk. There
are sections with no mobile phone coverage. Be careful of wild
animals, such as bears, and deep snow in winter.

2.Take care of the pilgrimage routes as you walk
The pilgrimage routes are imprinted with many footprints offered in
prayer. To avoid damaging the path, please attach rubber caps to the
tips of your trecking poles.

3.Do not leave trash
Be sure to take all trash with you and keep the pilgrimage routes
beautiful.

4.Do not take any animals or plants away with you.
Do not harm or remove any of the plants or animals along the
pilgrimage routes.

5.Be careful with fire
Never smoke while walking the path, and use lighters with extreme
caution.

gateson the ng down from
Benten-dake Peak

Nyonin-do Hall ¢ A%
During the time when
women were forbidden
from entering Koyasan, this
hall was built as a place for

8 female worshippers who
came to Koyasan to pray in
seclusion.

Y "

Map of Kansai Area Traffic Access

your trip

Kyoto Nagoya

Koyasan i "R 5§ eaw Getting to the Koyasan area
recommendations| 2, 5%« (D& T T T T T NS e TRAIN ROUTE

Midosuiji Line

1| R Nara Line . Tokyo Sta. Nagoya Sta. Kyoto Sta.
RFRS Airport Sta. == SRR =EER
________ Par) It 5 Rab:

N N Kansai International  Shinimaniva o Fﬁﬁ:;ﬁm 2hr.
Goshuin Z4:H1 ! / 7‘5 N\ A TS _ Shinkansen H Z0min  Shinkansen HSOmin JRH 30min
Goshuin is a temple seal, usually stamped for the benefit of worshippers at a “Tennoji REF Nankai Line Shin-Osaka Sta Osaka Sta
particular shrine or temple, as a memento. Ramizze Sl=hr & Ltd. Exp. I 35min ZHABRER ’ APBRER ’
Receiving them is a precious experience for Japanese people. Goshuin are Rapi:t I 1; - JRU "20 -
collected in a special book called a “goshuin-cho.” You can find both goshuin min min
and goshuin-cho at a temple or shrine office. Tengachaya Sta. Namba Sta. Shin-imamiya Sta.

KX TERER 2 AIEER SER
Where to get goshuin and goshuin-cho Nankai Koya Line . Nankai Koya Line . Nankai Koya Line .
s Ka";”'g Ltd. Exp.KOYA T 40MN g Exp. KOYA § 45Min Ltd. Exp. KOYA § 43min
7

Hashimoto Sta.
B&ER

Wakayamako
FOFLE

Kongobu-ji Head Temple, Danjo Garan Sacred Temple Complex,
Okuno-in and more

Koyaguchi BH0

Koyasan
area

Nankai
Ferry

Nankai Koya Line % 12min JR Wakayama Lineu 6min

AtK Foothills ) — 0) Kainan 7% Local train
. , . W . . . - . akayama electric railway
(hson—m Temple, Niukanshobu-jinja Shrine, Niutsuhime-jinja Shrine and more Kehgawa bne. Koyasan Kudoyama Sta. Nankai Koya Line a5 Koyaguchi Sta.
FUEELLIER Ltd. Exp. KOYA S50
Kissho Horai Na”kaifc';ylatrﬂ{:fi 28min JR Wakayama Lineu 6min
HifFIOR Gokurakubashi Sta. Myoji Sta.
A style of paper cut art HESEASER W3FER

Cable Car | 5min

Koyasan Sta.
SEFLLSR

originating at Koyasan.

These can be hung in your living
room or entryway all year round
as prayers for good fortune and

Grand Shrine

ine '
Kurisugawa

R p EBFEAR
against iliness and hardships. Ao Kumano
Kumano BUS ROUTE
area . . . . .
ek e e B s Grang S BMKansai International Airport — Koyasan Limousine Bus
mfaREE - | REBEAL - - - L . b -
The Official Wakayama Travel Guide or : 0| Nachisan Se'ﬂ;;;’;g;?gg ataars Kansai I;gt%rlnilalit)moyr‘fI§Alrport Imousm? us Kog;;m?gggg E:jr;ae)
O Susami § & i i 105min =

“VISIT WAKAYAMA”

See here for detailed Wakayama Prefecture tourism information— For reservations, please visit the WILLER TRAVEL

reservations website

TEL : WILLER TRAVEL 050-5805-0383
(10:00am-2:00pm  3:00pm-7:00pm) =]

HP : http://willerexpress. com/st/3/en/pc/bus/route/kansal/all/

Wakayama World Heritage Center

See here for detailed information on the World Heritage

"Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the Kii Mountain Range"— , BKoyasan and Kumano Access Bus

Free Wi-Fi Koyasan Station|__2hr. 40min. | puyiin-Onsen | 2hr. 10min. |HoneyTaisha-Mae
REILBRAT | seTransfer RETHIER  |xcTransfer | FEAHA

at Gomadanzan

TEL: RyuJin Jidosha 0739-22-2100
Nankai Rinkan bus 0736-56-2250
Website : http://seichijunrei-bus.jp

WAKAYAMA FREE Wi-Fi at Kurisugawa

Facilities with the WAKAYAMA FREE Wi-Fi
sticker offer free Internet service.

Explanatory notes

FREE Wi-Fi

e P

—m=—m Shinkansen EI

—mm—m JR Line

===+ Nankai Line
Subway

Bus route

% Before taking the bus, please call or otherwise contact

KOYASAN FREE Wi-Fi to confirm the bus is running normally.

Facilities with the KOYASAN FREE Wi-Fi sticker offer free

Internet service. Published by: The Hashimoto/Ito Area Tourism Association

(Office: Ito Promotion Bureau, Wakayama Prefecture)

2017.9
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25 min.
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mperial Family. Ending in FHA 158 ph gl When Kobo-Daishi was searching for a location for the po S temperatures and clean water allow Amano B A trail also used to transport goods
Amano Village, Mitani-zaka When the god Niu Myojin visited this place, a head temple of Shingon Buddhism, he met the god Koya Myojin in the form of a hunter village delicious Amano-mai rice. Onigiri made Jofuku-ji Temple & #i~¥ T [uele-midi et rmaes i ahved an imsenan: e as a e G
Slope cuts through persimmon local deity made her sake. This area’s name Niusakadono-jinja Shrine in the mountains. He was led by dogs the hunter had brought with him, one black and with the rice is exquisite. This temple is located at the - progduceq(o Ko aSSn );ince Ko §san’s ————
. mes from that gift. Evi 1 from the middl B ERR one white. Later, he met Niu Myojin and was given Koya, the god's domain, so he Kuroko-michi trail head. The nine level porting farm p YREEIN) Y
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