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The Sacrifice of Governance
on the Alter of Religion

igeriaistheonly secular

countryintheworld

wherethegovernment

regularly pays for

helr citizensl toattend

religious pilgrimages.

In 2%12, tﬁe%rede%l
Government spentNGN/66m onHaj
pilgrimage toMeccaandNGN5//mon
the Jerusalempilgrimage. Inadditionto
direct funding the Federal Government
%)rovides subsidy of approximately
0% onexchangerate topilgrims.
Furthermore, most State Governments
inthe country,exceptafewsuchas
Kano State, whichrecently stopped, also
fund pilgrima%e operationsannually.
According to the National Hajj Commission
of Nigeria, Kano State abolished the
funding of pilgrimage in 2011and saved over
NGNIbillioninthatyearalone. Likewise, Niger
State spentover NGNS billioninsixyearson
Haﬂ’j pilgrimage only.Funding of pilgrima%e is
only one example of the decadenceresulting
fromthemeddling of government inreligious
affairs.

Religious activities inNigeriaappear

tobeincreasingsignificantly, while crime
and corruptionare deepening, Men-of-God
have become superstars, manipulatin%
multitudesand living lives that are totally
devoid of morals;and yet hundreds of
thousands followblindly.Dropoutsand
unemployed menfind the business of
pastoring churches tobe hugely profitable
~tellinglies and promisingmiracles toeven
themost educated of men.People chase
aftersigns, blessings, spouses, childrenand
prosperity asif Godismerely tobe served
formatertalreward. Youngmenbreedhate,
kidnap youn%girls asforcedbridesand then
blowthemselves upinthe name of religion.
Sadly, the deepening of religionin this society
has not translated toanimprovementin
morals or standards of behaviour. Oneis
leftwonderingwhy the government should
promotereligionor fund its programmes.

\l\lhatsmongmthalrentﬂlme ?
Inasecular state like Nigeria, the law
supersedesreligion. Thismeans thatwherea
conflictexistsbetweenthelawandareligion,
the law takes precedence. However, thishas
notbeenthe caseinNigeria. In 2013, religious
sentiments influencedthe debateonthe
minimum age for marriage andjeopardised
theintroductionof aminimumage of 18
yearsforall marria%es. Ourlaws clearly state
that marriage shouldbe between consenting
adults and that the age of adulthoodis 18
years. Yet Muslim legislators opposed

this lawonthegrounds that theirreligion
didnot stateany age formarriageanda
womanis considered of age once married.
Inotherwords, itis believed thatmarriage
determines adulthoodandnotage.Asa
result, paedophiliais being legalised under
thepretext of religion. Youngladies continue
to eveI%vesicovaginalﬁstula(commonly
termed VVF),which presents themwith
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urinary incontinence due toearly childbirth.
Furthermore, domestic abuse continues to
riseas childrenpartnerwithadultsandare
takenadvantage of and deprived of their
childhood.

Religionis apersonal belief andshould
remainpersonal.Eachpersonhasaright to
choosewhathe/shebelieves andalsoaright
nottobeadversely affectedby thebeliefs
of others.Inyear 2000, therewas abacklash,
though later silenced, whenthe erstwhile
Governor of Zamfara Stateintroduced
Sharialawtothestate. Thisdirectly infringes
ontherights of non-Muslims who live there.

Rather thanuphold the national constitution,
againthematter was politicized and Sharia
law subsists there today. Theratification

of the Turkish constitutionin1924 brought
about significant politicaland cultural
changes.ltremovedsharialawas the
systemof governance and adoptedasecular
clvilcodewhichledtotheelevationof the
rights of women and their more prominent
participationineconomicactivities amongst
otherthings. Itisnoteworthy that Turkey
achievedthis Progress des]Pite a99%
Muslim []J_Opu ation. Today, forinstance,itis
illegalin Turkey tomarry more thanone wife,
meaning that while citizens remain Muslims
in Turkey, they must obey the laws of this
secularstate.

Resourcesinthe countryaretobe
usedforthe benefit of all the people and
notonlyaselectfew Itisunfairandan
abuse of power to channel state funds to
theadvantage of afew. Thereisnoclear
selection criteriafor determiningeligibility
of persons for state sponsorship.Many
who canaffordtopay theirownway
repeatedly receive sponsorship fromthe
respective state and federal governments.
Allocation of funds topilgrimage has
becomeaslush fund,whichleadersuse
toadvance theirindividual agenda. It fuels
corruptionand furtherincreases inequality
amongstmen. It promotes abeggarly
culture and the exploitation of citizens.
Government resources shouldbeusedto
improve the lives of people and promote
suchareas as education, healthcareand
transportationas Governor Kwankwaso
of Kano State achieved fromnot funding
pilgrimage. Instead, government funds
must be channelled toimperatives such
aseducationfor children, toprevent them
frombeingindoctrinatedinto extremisms
suchasBokoHaram! The Delta State

overnment, forexample, enactedalaw
that makes educationcompulsory,asitis
free.Italsoputinplace anenforcement
teamtoensure thatall childrenareinschool
and parents of childrenwho donot attend
schoolare prosecuted. Thisis clearly abetter
investment of public funds.

What around theworld?

InSaudi Arabiaand the Vatican City,
one cannot speak of aseparationbetween
religionandthe stateas they areintertwined.
These states donot claimtobe secular. The
constitutionin SaudiArabiais the Quran
anditis expectedthateveryonewholives
there or chooses togo there willabide by
thetenets of Islam.Likewise, the Popeis
the de-factopresident of the Vaticanand
its constitutionisbased onthe principles of
Roman Catholicismand everyone who lives
inthe Vaticanis subject tothe tenets of the
Bibleand the pope.

Governments insecular statesdonot
ordinarily contribute financially toreligious
organizations or to the promotionof religion.
The Churchof England, whichis the official
churchinthe UnitedKingdom, does not

receive any funding fromthe government.
Funding comes from churchmembers,
donations andinvestment trusts setup
by the church. Similarty, Indonesia, with the
worlds largestMuslim papulation doesnot
fundpilgrimage and the United States of
America, withits large Christianand Jewish
communities does not fundany of these
religions.

urkey, though home toapredominantly
Muslim population, states intts constitution,
that"“there shallbe nointerference
whatsoever of the sacredreligious feeling
instate affairs andpolitics. Its great military
hero,who eventually became the first
president of modern Turkey, MustafaKemal
Ataturk, was successfulat using secular
nationalismas auniting factor inbuilding
nationalsentiments especially giventhe
country'simmediate past historyand the
collapse of the Ottoman Empire.

Whatis required?

We musturgently draw strictboundaries
betweenreligionandgovernment policy;

oliticsandgovernance. The government
bothfederalandstate) shou%:l immediately
stop fundingreligious pilgrimages. These
areindividual acts that donot benefitall
menequally.Funds that were hitherto
usedtopay for thesereligious activities
shouldbe channelledinto educationand
healthcare. Inaddition, people andgroups
canindependently hold servicesandprayers
foraworthy cause but these shouldnotbe
officially promotedby government. When
our leaders goto churchorthemosque, it
shouldbe solemnandprivateandwhenthey
choose togo onpilgrimage, they should fund
these trips fromtheir pockets.

People must seereligionforwhat it
is—apersonal belief and arelationshipwith
one'smaker rather thananexploitative
tool, whichithasbecome.Wemust stop
followingreligious leadersblindly, as they are
meremenandsubjecttothe fleshandthe
desires thereof. People should seek God for
themselves and worshipHimforwhoHeis.
Moreimportantly, people should be guided
intheirindividual actions by the precepts of
theirfaithandnot the lure of wealthor hope
for prosperity.

Lastly,we candecideasanationto
becomeareligious state.Nothing stops us.
Theonly difficulty wouldbe howtoselect
thedominant religion. Clearly, wefind
Muslims who attend church, church-goers
andsupposedmen-of-Godwhodabble
into the occultandnewmovements which
are building followership.Weareunable to
accurately state the number of citizensin
Nigeria, let alone the number of followers of
onereligion.As such,wemightratherremain
asecular state.However,insodoing we
shouldplay by therules of asecular stateand
clearly takereligionout of governance.
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