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HYDRO-ETCH™ 1000  
 

A powerful, acid-based cleaner, specifically formulated to clean, brighten and etch concrete in addition to 
removing efflorescence and excess concrete residue. Ghostshield Hydro-Etch 1000 is a powerful, acid-based 
cleaner, specifically formulated to clean, brighten and etch concrete in addition to removing efflorescence 
and excess concrete residue. 

 APPLICATIONS 

Exceptional when used for:  

• Concrete, brick, masonry 

 BENEFITS 

• Etches concrete  
• Cleans and gives porosity to concrete before sealing 
• Brightens concrete and masonry 
• Helps remove excess mortar from bricks  
• Concentrated: 1 gallon makes 6+ gallons 
• Removes white salt deposits (efflorescence) from brick, concrete and masonry 
• Cleans algae and scum 
• Removes dirt and stains 

PRECAUTIONS 

CAUTION: Wear protective clothing, rubber gloves and plastic safety goggles while using. Contact with eyes 
can cause irreversible damage and permanent blindness. Contact with skin (even for a few moments) can 
cause severe burns. Ingestion may be fatal. 

DANGER: POISON! Keep out of reach of children and pets. May be fatal if swallowed. Causes severe burns 
and vapor is harmful. 

APPLICATION 

Caution! Always add Hydro-Etch 1000 to water, not water to Hydro-Etch 1000. If you pour water into Hydro-
Etch 1000 it can cause an explosive reaction that can spray you with the mixture and burn your skin! Mix 
solution slowly in an open-top plastic container. Do not splash. Stir gently with plastic or bare wood. Ratio 
varies by desired use: use a higher ratio for cleaning or a lower ratio for etching. Sample first by using one (1) 
part concentrate and nine (9) parts water, gradually adding concentrate and testing on a small area until 
desired effect is achieved. Suggested dilution ratio for etching concrete is one (1) part Hydro-Etch 1000 to 
five (5) parts water. 
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Before cleaning or etching, make sure the concrete is free of all oil, contaminants, grease, and dirt. Contrary 
to what many people think, acid will not clean grease and oil spots. In fact, if these areas have not been 
cleaned and degreased properly, the acid solution will just sit on top and not react with the concrete. 

Apply the acid solution: 

A plastic watering container works well to sprinkle Hydro-Etch 1000 on the concrete. This will spread the 
solution evenly without much splashing. Do not just pour it on the concrete. This will create an inconsistent 
spread of the acid solution and will not provide for a uniform result. 

Scrub the acid solution: 

Once the solution is applied, lightly scrub it into the concrete with a push broom or long handled scrub brush. 
This helps to create a uniform etch of the concrete. Let the solution sit from 2 – 15 minutes while it continues 
to fizz and bubble. Flush thoroughly with clean water immediately after cleaning or etching is complete. If 
applying a sealer, neutralize completely after use and rinse twice. 

Neutralize: 

Mix 4 cups of baking soda to 1 gallon of water in a large 5 gallon bucket and pour it into the now empty 
watering container. Or use 4 ounces of household ammonia to 1 gallon of water. Sprinkle the neutralizing 
solution over the part of the floor that was etched and let it sit for a minimum of 10 minutes. When time is up, 
rinse the neutralized solution with your hose into a drain or out the garage (if local water codes allow it). 
Another method is to use a wet vac and then dispose of the solution according to your local codes. Check the 
surface of the concrete at this time. It should feel similar to medium grit sand paper with a uniform texture. If 
not, you will need to repeat the process again. 

Final rinse: 

Once the initial neutralizing solution is cleaned up, it is important to thoroughly flush and rinse the remaining 
solution out of the concrete multiple times. It can leave a white powdery residue on your floor once dried 
(called calcium carbonate) if you do not do this. This is a fine dust that will not allow your coating to adhere 
properly. Use a high pressure nozzle while thoroughly scrubbing the concrete with your scrub brush. Make 
sure it is thoroughly rinsed. Using a pressure washer at this point works well also. Do not use a pressure 
washer to rinse off the initial neutralizing solution however. It can drive any acid solution that had not been 
neutralized yet deeper into the concrete and cause problems later. 

pH test your rinse water: 

After your final rinse, dab a pH test strip onto the still wet floor to check the pH. Anything between 6.0 and 
9.0 will work for most coatings with 7.0 (neutral) being ideal. If it’s below 6.0 then the water is indicating that 
acid residue is still in the pores of the concrete. Rinse some more and repeat the test until you get the results 
you want. 

Further Tips for Etching Concrete 

It’s a good idea to cover anything that you don’t want to get splashed with a plastic drop cloth. Don’t acid 
etch the concrete if the temps are below 50 degrees as the acid will not be as effective with the cooler 
temperatures. Also, make sure your floor has dried thoroughly before applying a concrete sealer. Fans will 
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help. Give it at least two days with warm weather and longer if it’s humid or cooler. Though the surface may 
be dry, the pores of the concrete can still contain moisture and escape through outgassing when the 
temperatures rise during the day. This will cause your coating to not properly adhere. You can always do a 
quick moisture test with plastic if you are not sure. 

TECHNICAL SPECS 

• Feature: Cleaner/Etcher 
• Chemistry: Acid  
• Color: Clear 
• Finish: Invisible 
• Category: Penetrating 
• Carrier: Water 
• Availability: Ultra Concentrate: Makes 6+ Gallons 
• Packaging: 1 Gallon 
• Coverage: 1500 sq. ft.  
• Reconstitution Ratio: 1 part sealer : 5+ parts water 
• Interior/Exterior: Interior/Exterior 
• Application Method: Pour onto the concrete 
• Application Temperature: 45 F - 90 F 
• Storage/Shelf Life: 1 Year 
• Clean up: Soap/water 

 
WARRANTY/LIMITATIONS OF LIABILITY 
 
We warrant that our products are manufactured to strict quality assurance specifications and that the 
information supplied by us is accurate to the best of our knowledge. Such information supplied about our 
products is not a representation or a warranty. It is supplied on the condition that you shall make your own 
tests to determine the suitability of our product for your particular purpose.  Any use or application other 
than recommended herein is the sole responsibility of the user.  Listed physical properties are typical and 
should not be construed as specifications. No warranty is made, expressed or implied, regarding such other 
information, the data on which it is based, or the results you will obtain from its use. No warranty is made, 
expressed or implied, that our product shall be merchantable or that our product shall be fit for any 
particular purpose. No warranty is made that the use of such information or our product will not infringe 
upon any patent. We shall have no liability for incidental or consequential damages, direct or indirect. Our 
liability is limited to the net selling price of our product or the replacement of our product, at our option. 
Acceptance of delivery of our product means that you have accepted the terms of this warranty whether or 
not purchase orders or other documents state terms that vary from this warranty. No representative is 
authorized to make any representation or warranty or assume any other liability on our behalf with any sale 
of our products. Our products contain chemicals that may cause serious physical injury. Before using, read 
the Safety Data Sheet and follow all precautions to prevent bodily harm.  
 


