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Practice Overview
Michigan, Minnesota, & Wisconsin

This practice is designed to allow your forest to grow 
older and larger trees than average forests in your local 
landscape. This practice promotes long-term forest 
health, improves habitat for the numerous wildlife 
species that rely on mature forests, and increases the 
commercial and environmental value of the woodland 
while allowing you to maintain a working forest.

General Mangement Allowances:

Removal of invasive species using methods 
that do not signi�cantly impact stand health 
or structure is allowed at any time.

Invasive Species Removal

Enroll at least 30 acres of forested land, with 
northern hardwoods such as Maple, Beech and 
Birch species making up at least 50% of the basal 
area, and a minimum stocking of 100 sq.ft/acre.

During the enrollment period, harvesting is only 
permitted in stands containing at least 130 sq. ft/acre.

Harvests may not remove more than 25% of 
the basal area at the time of the harvest.

Harvests may not reduce the average stand 
diameter by more than 10%.

Promoting Diverse ForestsGrowing Mature Forests:

Enroll at least 30 acres of eligible land in the project.
You can enroll all or part of your property and use a
mix of practices on the same property as long as they 
are applied to the appropriate and eligible stands.

Forests must be naturally occurring 
(i.e., no plantations).

The project area cannot be subject to any 
existing legal encumbrance that restricts 
timber harvest activity.

Agree to submit a form attesting to your 
compliance with practice requirements 
once every �ve years.

General Eligibility Requirements:

This practice is designed to improve forest carbon 
storage by increasing the number of living trees left 
uncut during coppice or clearcut harvests. This 
practice allows you to balance the �nancial and 
ecological bene�ts of harvesting, while enhancing 
wildlife habitat, biodiversity, and resiliency in the face 
of a changing climate.

Enroll at least 30 acres of forested land, with Aspen 
and Birch species making up at least 60% of the basal 
area, and a minimum stocking of 10 cords/acre.

One commercial timber harvest may occur 
during the 20-year enrollment period under 
the following conditions:

For any harvest during the enrollment period, no 
more than 60% of the volume can be removed. The 
remaining 40% must be left uncut in a combination 
of clumps, islands/patches, or �ngers.

Unharvested “reserve” areas must  be a minimum 
of 1 acre in size, where no living or dead biomass 
can be removed.  

Areas that are left uncut to meet standard Best 
Management Practices cannot make up more 
than 50% of the required reserved area.
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Project Area Size (Acres):

Max Cords Per Year:

Firewood Allowance:


