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9 September 2024 

Letter of commitment to the priorities of the Concordat for the 
Environmental Sustainability of Research and Innovation Practice  

I, Dr Iain Foulkes on behalf of Cancer Research UK, confirm our 
commitment to the priority areas outlined in the Concordat for the 
Environmental Sustainability of Research and Innovation Practice. 

Cancer Research UK (CRUK) fully supports the priority areas 
outlined in the concordat. We will deliver against all the priorities in practice and recognise 
our responsibilities as a signatory, as set out in the concordat. 

By signing this concordat, we recognise the need to change how we conduct research and 
innovation as well as promote wider solutions. We also agree to take shared action now and 
into the future to reduce and eliminate our own environmental impacts and emissions and 
achieve the transition to sustainable practices. 

We are committed to be net zero carbon by 2050 and our ambition is to be operationally 
leading on environmental sustainability in the UK charity sector whilst achieving our mission 
to beat cancer. This includes our core-funded institutes and infrastructure, our internally 
managed laboratories in Cancer Research Horizons, as well as our response mode funding 
schemes, research partnerships and events. We’re motivated to reduce their environmental 
impact for both the planet and for patients, ensuring the long-term sustainability of cancer 
research and mitigating the risk of cancer caused by a changing environment. 

We recognise the influence we and other research funders have over the broader research 
system, as well as responsibility for the research we conduct ourselves. All priority areas of 
the concordat align with our own organisational strategy for environmental sustainability, 
and we look forward to working with all parts of the research system through the network 
and momentum gathered by the concordat. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr Iain Foulkes 
Executive Director for Research and Innovation and CEO of Cancer Research Horizons 
Cancer Research UK 

https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/our-organisation/responsible-organisation/our-environmental-sustainability-strategy

