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GBIF ORIGINS

1999: recommendation of Biodiversity Informatics Subgroup of OECD Megascience
Forum 

“An international mechanism is needed to make biodiversity 
data and information accessible worldwide”

2001: GBIF Memorandum of Understanding opened for signature

2003: Secretariat established in Copenhagen under country host agreement with 
Denmark



CURRENT NATIONAL 

PARTICIPANTS

http://www.gbif.org/participation/participant-list

http://www.gbif.org/participation/participant-list


DATA DISTRIBUTION

www.gbif.org/occurrence

Each dot represents evidence of species occurrence with standardized information on e.g.:
What?  Where? When? By whom?

http://www.gbif.org/occurrence


GBIF INDICATOR FOR AICHI TARGET 19

https://www.bipindicators.net/indicators/growth-in-species-occurrence-records-accessible-through-gbif / 

https://www.bipindicators.net/indicators/growth-in-species-occurrence-records-accessible-through-gbif
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781,975,184

BY THE NUMBERS 
June 2017

35,130
Species occurrence records Datasets

97740
Publishers

Organizational 

Participants

Country 

Participants

35.7billion 106,438
Records downloaded per month (avg 

2017) Unique users per month (Apr 2017)



TOTAL NUMBER OF OCCURRENCE RECORDS 

PUBLISHED BY COUNTRY
AS OF 30 APR 2017

1 United States 339,979,449

2 Sweden 65,190,071

3 France 40,519,027

4 Australia 31,451,021

5 Germany 30,325,909

6 United Kingdom 29,406,999

7 Netherlands 26,545,089

8 Norway 24,232,504

9 Spain 23,277,447

10 South Africa 21,218,378

http://www.gbif.org/country

http://www.gbif.org/country


WEB TRAFFIC TO GBIF.ORG, 2017

Rank Country/Territ

ory

Sessions % Total 

Sessions

2016 

rank

Pages / 

Session

1 United 

States

82,191 13.75% 1 4.52

2 India 47,968 8.03% 2 1.97

3 Spain 23,781 3.98% 6 6.07

4 United 

Kingdom

23.637 3.95% 5 7.01

5 Mexico 23,247 3.89% 7 8.36

6 Germany 23,082 3.86% 3 5.47

7 Brazil 21,043 3.52% 8 5.05

8 France 20,750 3.47% 4 3.43

9 Colombia 15,316 2.56% 13 6.47

10 Indonesia 14,277 2.39% 12 2.75



DATA DOWNLOAD REQUESTS BY COUNTRY, 2017

Country Downloads Feb-17 rank

1 United States 7,576 1

2 Mexico 4,756 2

3 China 2,818 5

4 Brazil 2,074 4

5 Colombia 1,994 9

6 Spain 1,873 6

7 United Kingdom 1,556 3

8 South Africa 1,071 7

9 Germany 844 8

1

0

Canada 683 12



Peer-reviewed publications using GBIF-mediated data



PEER-REVIEWED 

USES, BY COUNTRY 

AND REGION, 2017

Africa

Oceania

Asia

North America

Latin America

Europe

Total # of peer-reviewed papers by country

1 United States 61

2 Brazil 24

3 Australia 21

4 Spain 19

4 United Kingdom 19

6 Germany 17

7 Mexico 16

8 China 15

9 Switzerland 14

10 India 13

Total # of papers by region

1 Europe 154

2 Latin America 76

3 North America 69

4 Asia 43

5 Oceania 25

6 Africa 12



Peer-reviewed publications using GBIF-mediated data



Priority 1 – Empower Global Network

Ensure that governments, researchers and users are equipped and 

supported to share, improve and use data through the GBIF network, 

regardless of geography, language or institutional affiliation.

1a Focus on people

1b Strengthen skills

1c Equip nodes

1d Equip data publishers

1e Expand national participation

1f Plan implementation

1g Coordinate resources



Priority 2 – Enhance Information Infrastructure

Provide leadership, expertise and tools to support the integration of all 

biodiversity information as an interconnected digital knowledgebase.

2a Modernize data standards

2b Deliver names infrastructure

2c Catalogue collections



Priority 3 – Fill Data Gaps

Prioritize and promote mobilization of new data resources which combine with 

existing resources to maximize the coverage, completeness and resolution of 

GBIF data, particularly with respect to taxonomy, geography and time.

3a Identify priority gaps

3b Expand data streams

3c Engage data holders

3d Rescue datasets

3e Liaise with journals



Priority 4 – Improve Data Quality

Ensure that all data within the GBIF network are of the highest-possible 

quality and associated with clear indicators enabling users to assess their 

origin, relevance and usefulness for any application.

4a Ensure data persistence

4b Assess data quality

4c Enable data curation



Priority 5 – Deliver Relevant Data

Ensure that GBIF delivers data in the form and completeness required to 

meet the highest-priority needs of science and, through science, society.

5a Engage academia

5b Document needs

5c Support biodiversity
assessment

5d Assess impact



NEW GBIF.ORG PLATFORM!

https://demo.gbif.org

https://demo.gbif.org/


NEW GBIF.ORG PLATFORM



NEW GBIF.ORG PLATFORM



NEW GBIF.ORG PLATFORM



NEW GBIF.ORG PLATFORM



NEW GBIF.ORG PLATFORM



NEW GBIF.ORG
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Thank you very much!


