CHAIR:

Whitney M. Untiedt
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98 S.E. Tth St., Ste. 1100
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL:

Terms expiring 2019:

Ericka Curran, Jacksonville

Lisa DeVitto, Crescent City

Gerard Glynn, Orlando

Kathy Grunewald, Tallahassee
Roshani M. Gunewardene, Fort Myers
Walter Honaman, lll, Fort Lauderdale
Robert Mason, Jacksonville

Martha Pardo, Orlando

Rayni R. Bienenfeld, West Palm Beach

Terms expiring 2018:

Laura Boeckman, Jacksonville
Mertella Burris, Plantation

Ericka Garcia, Maitland

Jeffrey Fromknecht, Boynton Beach
Lizzie Johnson, Sanford
Christopher Jones, Newberry

Sally McArthur, Orlando

Robin Rosenberg, Tampa

Alice Vickers, Tallahassee

SECTION ADMINISTRATOR:
Calbrail L. Banner

651 E. Jefferson St.

Tallahassee, FL 32399-2300
(850) 561-5623
cbanner@floridabar.org

CHAIR-ELECT:
Craig A. McCarthy
P.O. Box 140004
Orlando, FL 32814-0004
(407)273-2963
cam@craigmecarthylaw.com

VICE CHAIR:
Amy McBride
1804 Lewis Tumner Blvd., Ste. 202
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547-1285
(850)586-7360
amy.mcbride@rc1.myflorida.com

TREASURER:
Fran Tetunic
Shepard Broad Law Center
3305 College Ave.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33314-7721
(954)262-6139
tetunicf@nsu.law.nova.edu

(407)841-7777

January 24, 2018

Commissioner Lisa Carlton

Chair, Executive Committee
Constitution Revision Commission
400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

VIA EMAIL.: Lisa.Carlton@flcrc.gov

Dear Commissioner Carlton and Members of the Declaration of Rights
Committee of the Constitution Revision Commission:

On behalf of the Public Interest Law Section of the Florida Bar, | am
writing to express the Section’s support of Proposal 40.

The Public Interest Law Section has had a long-standing interest in
protecting the legal needs of children. In 2016, the Section adopted and
published a formal position supporting the appointment of attorneys for
children who are the subject of abuse and neglect proceedings, to
advocate for the children’s interests in legal proceedings affecting their
placement and needed services.

We believe the proposed amendment is necessary to ensure that the
rights of Florida’s dependent children are adequately protected and that
their needs and well-being are promoted in court proceedings. An
expressed-interests attorney for every child, in conjunction with the
best interests representation of the Guardian ad Litem Program, will
achieve the most effective outcomes for Florida’s foster youth.

Accordingly, we believe this proposal should be approved by the
Constitution Revision Commission.

Sincerely,

Raynt R. Blenenfelol

Rayni R. Bienenfeld
Chair, Children’s Rights Committee
Public Interest Law Section of The Florida Bar
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SECRETARY':
Martha A. Pardo
Community Legal Services of Mid-Flarida
122 E. Colonial Dr., Ste. 200
Orlando, FL 32801-1219

marthap@clsmf.org



