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Guide to IRLA Coaching with

Multilingual 
Learners

IRLA
®: Independent Reading 

Level Assessment® Framework

disponible para español
Phonological Awareness Word Awareness, Syllables, Rhymes, Onsets and Rimes, Beginning of Word, End of Word, and Middle of Word

Phonemic Awareness Recognizing, Producing, Isolating, Segmenting, Blending, Manipulating Phonemes

Phonics Sound-Spelling Knowledge, Decoding, Encoding, Word Study, Fluency

Morphological Awareness Morphology and Etymology

Vocabulary Increasingly Robust Word Schema

Reading On-Ramp
• One-Syllable 

Words
• CVC & CVCe 

Words  
• Vowel Teams/

Patterns
• R-Controlled 

Vowels
• Morpheme 

Analysis: s & es

• Read-Aloud 
Immersion

• Print Concepts
• Letter-Sound  

Correspondence
• Letter-Formation
• Initial Letter 

Sounds in Words
• Alphabetic Principle
• Power Words: VC, 

CVC, VCe, Blends, 
Digraphs, High 
Frequency Words

• Two-Syllable 
Words

• Compound Words
• Syllable Types
• Double Consonant 

Rule
• Morpheme 

Analysis: 
Inflectional &   
Derivational 
Endings

• Regular Three-
Syllable Words

• Vowel Teams
• Three-Letter 

Combinations
• Morpheme 

Analysis: Affixes
• Series Picture 

Books

• Multisyllabic Words 
• Flexible Decoding
• Vowel Splits
• Morpheme 

Analysis: Affixes
• Chapter Books

• Flexible Decoding 
of Unfamiliar 
Words 

• Notice and 
Acquire Academic 
Vocabulary in 
Context

• Morpheme 
Analysis: Affixes 
and Roots 

• Chapter Books
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• Academic 
Vocabulary 
Expansion  
(1500+ Words)

• Morpheme 
Analysis: Affixes 
and Roots

• Series Book 
Habits

• Academic 
Vocabulary 
Expansion  
(3000+ Words)

• Morpheme 
Analysis: Greek 
and Latin Roots

• New Genres

• Authors' Use of 
Structure, Form 
and Genre

• Academic 
Vocabulary 
Expansion 
(4,500+ Words)

• Morpheme 
Analysis: Greek 
and Latin Roots

• Genre Expansion

• Author's 
Perspective  
and Craft

• Academic 
Vocabulary 
Expansion 
(7,500+ Words)

• Morpheme 
Analysis: Greek 
and Latin Roots

• Genre Expansion

• Literary Analysis
• Academic 

Vocabulary 
Expansion  
(9,000 +Words)

• Morpheme 
Analysis: Affixes 
and Roots

• Genre Expansion

• Literary/
Intellectual 
Context

• Academic 
Vocabulary 
Expansion 
(10,500+ Words)

• Morpheme 
Analysis: 
Word Origins 
of Specialized 
Vocabulary

• College &  
Career Ready

One Standards-Based System to Accelerate Reading Growth  
in Grades PreK–12

The Independent Reading Level Assessment® (IRLA) is the formative assessment you can trust to help 
every student learn to read skillfully and confidently. This tool provides real-time, actionable data about 
what students know and can do and identifies the sequence of skills they need to learn next to accel-
erate growth. The IRLA Toolkits help teachers deliver the right instruction to the right students at the 
right moment starting in Pre-K.

Paired with a high-quality core curriculum, the system ensures that every student has access 
to rigorous, grade-level instruction and that no student spends valuable instructional time on 
skills they have already mastered.

Start with what students CAN DO.

ACTIONABLE ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING


