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1Az Independent Reading Level Overview
Decode Three-Syllable Words

Key Texas Essential Knowledge  
and Skills 
SLAR TEKS 1.6(I) Monitor comprehension and make 
adjustments such as re-reading, using background 
knowledge, checking for visual cues, and asking 
questions when understanding breaks down.
SLAR TEKS 1.2(B)(iv) Decode words with diphthongs 
such as /ai/, /au/, and /ei/.
SLAR TEKS 1.2(B)(vi) Decode three- to four- 
syllable words.

Entry Requirements 
Must be in place before earning 1Az designation.
Comprehension SLAR TEKS 1.4/1.7(D)/1.6(F)

• Read [1Az] text with fluency and comprehension. 
• Retell texts in ways that maintain meaning. 
• Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding with 

adult assistance.
Phonics/Word Recognition SLAR TEKS 1.2(B)(ii)(iv)

• Decode [three-syllable] words with sílabas trabadas such as /bla/,  
/bra/, and /gla/; digraphs; and words with multiple sound spelling 
patterns [...].

• Decode words with diphthongs such as /ai/, /au/, and /ei/.

Exit Requirements
Must be in place before earning 2Az designation.
Comprehension SLAR TEKS 1.4/1.7(D)/1.6(F)

• Read [2Az] text with fluency and comprehension. 
• Retell texts in ways that maintain meaning.
• Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding with adult assistance.

Phonics and Word Recognition SLAR TEKS 1.2(B)(ii)(vi)(viii)/ 3.2A(v)
• Decode [four-syllable] words with sílabas trabadas such as /bla/, /bra/, and /gla/; 

digraphs; and words with multiple sound spelling patterns [...].
• Decode three- to four-syllable words.
• Decode [four-syllable] words [...] with suffixes.
• Decode and differentiate meaning of a word based on a diacritical accent.

1Az Learning Focus
Using Chunks to Decode 3-Syllable Words
Chunking: Readers at the 1Az level are familiar with all manners of syllable patterns (open, closed, 
inverted, with consonant blends, diphthongs, and accent marks), which they now encounter 
embedded in words that are 3 and even 4 syllables long. Mastering the decoding of words of 
increasing length will be the phonics goal of readers 1Az through 2R. At 1Az they should have their 
fingers out, covering parts of unfamiliar words to find something they know inside them. If the 
student begins by segmenting the word into syllables or chunks, always encourage him/her to go 
back and blend the syllables together into a word, pronouncing it as it sounds in regular speech. This 
is one of the ways you can help ensure that comprehension continues to grow at the same pace as 
decoding.
Thinking: Readers at the 1Az level can sometimes put so much effort into decoding (and get so 
good at it), that somewhere in the process they lose sight of the importance of reading for meaning. 
Steady reading growth rests on actively engaging everything they already have –including word 
reading skills, as well as their language and background knowledge and their personal experiences–, 
as part of the habit of reading. 
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1B Independent Reading Level Overview
Decode Regularly Spelled One-Syllable Words: Chunking

1B Learning Focus
Decode Regularly Spelled One-Syllable Words: Vowel Family Chunking
Readers at the 1B level take a huge jump forward in reading. They have working knowledge 
of the major letter-sound correspondences and have used them to build a sight word bank 
of 200–300 high-frequency words. They are now able to analogize: they can use these known 
words, and their knowledge of regular vowel patterns, to figure out unknown words (e.g.,  
like/spike). 
Readers at the 1B level have their fingers out, covering parts of unfamiliar words to find 
something they know inside them. Once they find a chunk that looks familiar, they have to 
recall what known word it is part of, vocalize the isolated chunk, add the sound(s) of the new 
word to the chunk, and see if it works out to be a sensible word. If it doesn’t work out, they have 
to start all over again. The prerequisite phonemic awareness skills for this level are tremendous. 

Key Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
ELAR TEKS 1.2(B)(i) Decode [one-syllable] words in 
isolation and in context by applying common letter-sound 
correspondences. 
ELAR TEKS 1.2(B)(iii) Decode [one-syllable] words with 
closed syllables; open syllables; VCe syllables; vowel teams, 
including vowel digraphs and diphthongs; and r-controlled 
syllables.
ELAR TEKS 1.2(B)(vi) Identify and read [...] high-frequency 
words from a research-based list. 
ELAR TEKS 1.6(I) Monitor comprehension and make 
adjustments such as rereading, using background 
knowledge, checking for visual cues, and asking questions 
when understanding breaks down.

Entry Requirements
Must be in place before earning 1B designation.
Comprehension ELAR TEKS 1.4/1.7(D)/1.6(F)

• Read [1B] text with fluency and comprehension. 
• Retell texts in ways that maintain meaning. 
• Make inferences and use evidence to support understanding with adult assistance.

Phonological Awareness ELAR TEKS K.2(A)(vii)/1.2(A)(iv)(vi)
• Blend spoken onsets and rimes to form simple words. 
• Recognize the change in a spoken word when a specified phoneme is added, changed,  

or removed.
• Manipulate phonemes within base words.

Phonics ELAR TEKS 1.2(B)(i)
• Decode [one-syllable] words in isolation and in context by applying common letter- 

sound correspondences.

Word Recognition ELAR TEKS 1.2(B)(vi)
• Identify and read [...] high-frequency words from a research-based list.

Exit Requirements
Must be in place before earning 2B designation.
Comprehension ELAR TEKS 1.4/1.7(D)/1.6(F)

• Read [2B] text with fluency and comprehension. 
• Retell texts in ways that maintain meaning.
• Make inferences and use evidence to support 

understanding with adult assistance.

Phonics ELAR TEKS 1.2(B)(i)(iv)(v)
• Decode [two-syllable] words in isolation and in context by 

applying common letter-sound correspondences.
• Use knowledge of base words to decode common 

compound words and contractions.
• Decode words with inflectional endings, including -ed, -s, 

and -es.

Word Recognition ELAR TEKS 1.2(B)(vi)
• Identify and read [...] high-frequency words from a 

research-based list. 
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IRLA  651B

IRLA
Independent Reading Level 
Assessment Framework

ENIL
Evaluación del nivel 

independiente de lectura

To learn more about our comprehensive achievement systems, visit www.americanreading.com

Independent Study Demonstrates 
the Effectiveness of the IRLA

In a 2014 study, Measurement Inc. found that 97% of respondents 
agreed or strongly agreed that using the IRLA helps students know 
how well they are doing in mastering reading skills; 97% that using 
the IRLA helps teachers communicate with parents about how well 
their students are doing; 94% that it helps identify students who 
need additional help in reading; 94% that it helps them communicate 
with other teachers about student progress.
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GRADES K–12, IN ENGLISH AND SPANISH
IRLA  DEVELOPMENTAL READING TAXONOMY® ®

Gl/Oro

Si/Pl
College & Career 
Ready

Br/Br Literary Analysis

Pu/Pú Author’s Craft, Point of View, Bias

Or/An Genre Expansion

Bk/Ne Latin & Greek Roots & Genre Expansion

Wt/Bl Academic Vocabulary of 1,500+ Tier II/III Words & Series Habit

2R/2R Tier II Vocabulary in Context

1R/1R Irregularly Spelled Words & Chapter Books Decode All Kinds of Words & Chapter Books

2B/2Az Multisyllabic Words

1B/1Az 2-Syllable Words Four-Syllable Words

2G/T Onset + Sight Word/Rime Three-Syllable Words

1G/V Initial Blends & Digraphs Any Familiar Two-Syllable Word

1–3Y/1–3A High-Frequency Words Simple Two-Syllable Words

RTM/LAM Active Reading Strategies & Initial Consonants Active Reading Strategies & Initial Letters/Syllables

Read-Aloud Immersion
* Orange text indicates where the development of reading skills in Spanish differs from English.
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A Developmental Taxonomy for Teaching, Learning, and Assessing Reading K–12™

®

Estructura para la Evaluación 
del nivel independiente de lectura

Developmental Reading Taxonomy® Built on Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills

ENIL
®:
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American Reading Company’s leveling system maps out what students 
must be able to do to handle grade-level text at every grade, K–12.

Used during instruction, the IRLA/ENIL shows teachers where readers 
are, where they need to go next, and the steps in between.

Teachers use the IRLA & ENIL to:
•	 Identify which skills/Standards are the most crucial for each 

student to learn next, and in what order.

•	 Design individual, small-group, and whole-group instruction 
that is targeted to the development of specific skills. 

•	 Track rate of growth, in real time, to ensure all students  
are on track to make sufficient reading growth or  
receive early intervention.


