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Overview

Guideline Objective

To update the ASCO evidence-based recommendations on the use of sentinel lymph node
biopsy (SLNB) in patients with early-stage breast cancer treated with initial surgery

Patient Population

Patients with early-stage breast cancer (stages | and IlI) treated with upfront surgery

Recommendations

Recommendation Statements

Major interventions covered in this guideline include:


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40209128
https://ascopubs.org/doi/pdf/10.1200/JCO-25-00099

e Guidance on use of postmastectomy radiation (RT) with regional nodal irradiation
(RNI) and omission of SLNB

e Guidance on use of axillary lymph node dissection (ALND) for patients with node-
negative breast cancer or nodal metastases who are planning to undergo
mastectomy

¢ Role of sentinel node biopsy for specific types of breast cancers, patients with prior
surgeries, and during pregnancy

Note: Refer to the original guideline for full recommendation statements.

Evidence Rating Scheme

Refer to the original guideline documentation for more information.

Recommendation Rating Scheme

Refer to the original guideline documentation for more information.

Related Content

Supporting Documents

e Data Supplement.

e ASCO Guidelines Methodology Manual; 2025 May 29.

Implementation Tools

e Slide Set; 2025.
e Summary of Recommendations Table; 2025.
e Algorithms; 2025.

e Visual Abstract; 2025.


https://ascopubs.org/doi/pdf/10.1200/JCO-25-00099
https://ascopubs.org/doi/suppl/10.1200/JCO-25-00099/suppl_file/DS_JCO-25-00099.pdf
https://cdn.bfldr.com/KOIHB2Q3/as/qr3pjw3xfmq2svntp76hpbm/Guidelines-Methodology-Manual
https://ascopubs.org/doi/suppl/10.1200/JCO-25-00099/suppl_file/2025-SLNB-Early-Breast-Slides.pdf
https://ascopubs.org/doi/suppl/10.1200/JCO-25-00099/suppl_file/2025-SLNB-Early-Breast-Summary-Table.pdf
https://ascopubs.org/doi/suppl/10.1200/JCO-25-00099/suppl_file/2025-SLNB-Early-Breast-Algorithm.pdf
https://ascopubs.org/doi/suppl/10.1200/JCO-25-00099/suppl_file/2025-SLNB-Early-Breast-Vis-Abs.png

e Podcast; 2025 Apr 10.

Patient Education

No patient education materials available.

Disclaimer

If you desire to use content from the original clinical practice guideline cited herein, you
must contact the guideline developer directly to obtain permission rights.

ECRI's Guideline Profiles are designed to provide information and assist decision-making.
Variations in practice will inevitably, and appropriately, occur when clinicians take into
account the needs and preferences of individual patients, available resources, and
limitations unique to an institution or type of practice. Every healthcare professional using
these Guideline Profiles is responsible for evaluating the appropriateness of applying
them in a clinical setting.


https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/sentinel-lymph-node-biopsy-in-early-stage-breast-cancer/id1348000511?i=1000703071178
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