First Step
Housing

The greatest humanitarian challenge we face today is that of providing shelter. First Step Housing -Recognizing the legitimate and important role this housing type played in providing low-
cost, flexible shelter, in 2002 Common Ground purchased the Andrews house, a partially occupied lodging house on the bowery, with the aim of resuscitating and rethinking this dwindling
shelter source. The requirement of the program necessitated innovation. Each unit had to be in a sense, a piece of furniture. In 2003 Common Ground hosted an international competition to
enlist the help of architects in overcoming these structural and programming challenges. Designers were challenged with developing a prefabricated “individual dwelling unit’. Today
Common Ground is working with two of the finalists ( “Kit of Parts “ by Designer Rafi Elbaz, Nanna Woulfing, and Julia Tate from the New York firm Lifeform) to bring their projects fo life. Pro-
totypes were built in the summer 2005, and the renovation is expected to be completed by spring 2007
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