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Newfields Announces Tim Ardillo as New Chief Development Officer 

 
INDIANAPOLIS, August 27, 2025 — Newfields is pleased to announce the successful 
appointment of Tim Ardillo as the institution’s Chief Development Officer. Ardillo brings a 
wealth of experience in development leadership. 

Tim Ardillo, CFRE, has built a career of more than 25 years in non-profit leadership, 
fundraising, donor cultivation, corporate and individual philanthropy and public relations. 
His expertise in community-based, state and national organizations is an impactful 
addition to the Newfields executive team. 

“I, along with the entirety of the Newfields team, am thrilled to have Tim Ardillo joining 
our staff,” said Le Monte Booker, Newfields President & CEO. “Tim will lead our 
fundraising efforts, strengthen relationships with donors and help us grow the resources 
that make our exhibitions, programs and gardens possible.” 

Ardillo joins Newfields after serving as the Chief Development Officer for Firefly Children and Family Alliance, a 174-year-
old organization in Indiana focused on strengthening families, empowering youth and young adults and promoting well-
being. He led fundraising, communications and marketing for the $50 million per year social service organization. 
  
Prior to joining Firefly, Ardillo served as a Senior Consultant with Johnson, Grossnickle and Associates (JGA). While at 
JGA, Ardillo guided clients through feasibility studies, development audits and assessments, campaign-specific and 
strategic planning, implementation, and evaluation, executive search guidance; and board and staff training and 
facilitation. He also served as Director of Institutional Advancement for the Indianapolis Zoo where he directed the 
successful completion of a $34 million capital campaign and the launch of a $10 million endowment campaign. 
 
“I am honored to join Newfields at such an exciting moment in its history,” said Ardillo. “Development is about building 
connections, and I look forward to working with colleagues, donors and community members to expand the impact and 
reach of this treasured institution, ensuring it thrives for generations to come.” 
  
Ardillo earned a bachelor’s degree in public relations and marketing from the University of Louisiana, Monroe and holds 
the Certified Fundraising Executive (CFRE) designation. 
 

### 
 
About Newfields: 
Newfields offers dynamic experiences with art and nature for guests of all ages. The 152-acre cultural campus features 
art galleries, lush gardens, a historic home, performance spaces, a nature preserve and sculpture park. From inspiring 
exhibitions in the IMA Galleries, to concerts in The Tobias Theater, to a stroll through The Garden with a glass of 
something cold, guests are invited to interact with art and nature in exciting new ways. Newfields is home to the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art, among the ten largest and ten oldest general art museums in the nation; the Lilly House, a 
National Historic Landmark; The Garden, featuring 40 acres of contemporary and historic gardens, a working greenhouse 
and an orchard; and The Virginia B. Fairbanks Art & Nature Park, one of the largest art and nature parks in the country. 
The Newfields campus extends outside of Indianapolis with Miller House and Garden in Columbus, Ind.—one of the 
nation’s most highly regarded examples of mid-century Modernist architecture. For more information, visit 
DiscoverNewfields.org.   
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