
MAM:LAB
Teacher PD - JANUARY 2021



Agenda

1. Introductions
2. MAM Signature Practices
3. MAM:LAB Identity Photo Project
4. Reflection and Next Steps



Introductions



Your Teaching Artists
CHRISTINA KORN

● Teaching Artist for 10+ years
● Arts Integration Specialist
● Studio painting practice

ILENE SQUIRES

● Professional Photographer 
● Former teacher
● TA at the LAPF Charters



MAM Signature Practices



★ VTS 
★ Arts Integration 
★ Teaching through Technology 
★ Critique and Assessment



VTS

Otherwise known as Visual Thinking Strategies, is an inquiry 
based approach to help students deconstruct visual art. 

It is composed of 3 essential questions: 

1. What’s going in this image?
2. What makes you say that? 
3. What more can we find?



VTS - Let’s try it!

 JAMBOARD

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1MWFQoAoutLfqfqEqe-CZtU28s5D406zmeiemAaP98kg/edit?usp=sharing


Arts Integration

https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/articles-and-how-tos/articles/collections/arts-integration-resources/what-is-arts-integration/


This photo uses  a camera, 
flowers and a gold plate and 
a diamond hair brush to 
portray medusa because she 
loved getting ready and 
looking at herself.

This is a close up.of my face if 
i see into Medusa's eyes.



Teaching Through 
Technology

● Google Slides: Class Decks 
with linked directory

● Adobe Spark
● Zoom Showcases with 

guests from the media 
industry

● Sutori
● Nearpod/ Padlet / Kahoot
● ArtsMatter Blog & 

Resources

https://spark.adobe.com/sp/
https://www.sutori.com/story/photography--UQemMRLAAaynm8NMwawybqbG
https://www.artsmatter.org/news/6BBQZ2t5D89KipIkubDsrF
https://www.artsmatter.org/news/6BBQZ2t5D89KipIkubDsrF


Critique & Assessment

★ Assessment Checklist
★ Mid - Project Review 

○ Self Assessment
○ Peer Review 

★ Formal Presentation
★ Reflection

● I see that you like 
dark/calm/quiet 
environments and 
rainy days. E.O.

● This reminds me of the 
type of weather i also 
like when its raining a 
bit and also when its 
cloudy. O.P.

Peer Review

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D-p-unQDC5z8ajVs2iLBMuv7YdfUEqcj-AeoEwQeulU/edit?usp=sharing


Time for 
ARTMAKING !



PHOTOGRAPHY 



Defining Photography

Photography is the art, application and practice of 
creating durable images by recording light, either 
electronically by means of an image sensor, or 
chemically by means of a light-sensitive material such 
as photographic film.

ALSO: painting with light.



IDENTITY ONE PAGER

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14xdkmC68z1Dbn1aI8xAVBJkj8lS5JeOA/view?usp=sharing


PHOTOGRAPHIC STYLE

Every photographer has  their own style, a thumbprint so 
to speak. This means they approach each subject, job and 
photograph with specific goals in mind. 

You may see an image and think to yourself ‘...this looks 
like a_______.” This ________ can be defined as their 
‘style.’



EXEMPLAR PROFESSIONAL PROJECTS

(P) Awol Erizkul: Nipsey Hussle + Lauren London

(P) Wayne Lawrence: Flint MI + Orchard Beach

(P, A) Ricky Flores: NYT

(P, A) Delphine Diallo: Mali + Artifacts

(P) Johanne Rahaman, Ft. Lauderdale

https://www.gq.com/story/nipsey-hussle-lauren-london-california-love
http://waynelawrenceonline.com/
https://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/15/raw-and-real-inside-the-south-bronx/
http://www.delphinediallo.com/mali
http://www.delphinediallo.com/still-life
https://www.blackflorida.org/ft-lauderdale


EXEMPLAR STUDENT PROJECTS

Las Fotos Project

Ms. Perna

http://mediaartsmatter.weebly.com/perna.html
http://mediaartsmatter.weebly.com/perna.html


VTS

★ What’s going in this 
image?

★ What makes you 
say that? 

★ What more can we 
find?



IDENTITY PHOTO PROJECT

What is your Photo Story?
 
How can you use lighting and objects to 
compose a visual story about who you are?



ARTS INTEGRATION

“I AM” POEM
Example



“I AM” Poem
I AM (PLACE OF BIRTH)

I AM (FAMILY ANCESTRY, NATIONALITY OR IDENTITY)

I AM (DESCRIPTION OF YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD OR COMMUNITY) 

I AM (A SPECIFIC PLACE OR ITEM FROM YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD OR COMMUNITY) 

I AM (AN ITEM YOU REMEMBER FROM YOUR CHILDHOOD) 

I AM (DESCRIPTION OF FAMILY MEMENTOS, PICTURES OR TREASURES.) 

I AM (END BY FINISHING THIS THOUGHT REFLECTING BACK ON WHAT YOU’VE 
WRITTEN ALREADY, OR BY REPEATING YOUR FAVORITE LINE FROM EARLIER IN THIS 
Story) 



IDENTITY BRAINSTORM



Angie A.

https://spark.adobe.com/video/t0ModTdk27ybg

https://spark.adobe.com/video/t0ModTdk27ybg


Photo Skill Building

At Home Photo Tips

Skill Building Activity:

Shoot the same object with natural and artificial 
light. 

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/11SO3W1ERv41i3zob93wGmoj9mGXyXEvpLM1xEb1jHlM/edit#slide=id.p
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1LXPCv__LyJZOyJzGGXBh76MJuz07Uf47-G78O22DAeI/edit?usp=sharing


Painting with Light Tutorial

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1S5u7407otBOpfCOa3BqiSg7BRtq_r2Pb/preview


Lighting creates 
EMPHASIS

Emphasis: special stress given to an 
element to make it stand out

Emphasis One Pager

Latoya Ruby Frazier
Aunt Midgie and Grandma 
Ruby, 2007

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1F8F0GcPIqEs28h6SB49iMg6rMuaZOoF1


Project Brief

Using your I Am Poem and Brainstorming 
worksheet as inspiration, use your chromebook 
to shoot 3-5 images that tell us about your 
identity. Upload to your slide below. 



TEACHING THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

Kassandra Christina Ilene

Class Slide Deck: 
Find your name and go to your slide!





I used light to emphasis _________ in my photo.





Critique and Assessment

Critique Guide

★ Tell us how you used light to 
create emphasis

★ What inspired you to create 
this artwork?

★ How did your idea change 
as you worked on it?

Yes No

LIGHTING  Photos demonstrate use of natural 

and artificial light sources

[  ] [  ]

EMPHASIS ON IDENTITY  Objects selected 

emphasize the photographer’s identity

[  ] [  ]

TECHNOLOGY Photo essay is uploaded to Google 

Classroom  

[  ] [  ]

Assessment Checklist:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_KhtRotwImdp_DsGEwtVRTPYqOZ5VFfe66-937xrvM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D-p-unQDC5z8ajVs2iLBMuv7YdfUEqcj-AeoEwQeulU/edit


Reflection

1. What did you bring to this project that is you?

2. What are you the proudest of in this assignment? Why are 

you proud of it?

3. Are you happy with your finished project? What is one thing 

you could improve in this project?



MAM:LAB Next Steps

PD #2: VTS Intensive
PD #3: Assessing Artwork
PD #4: Arts Integration 101
PD #5: Wrap up & Reflect

Classroom Practice:
1. VTS Practice with students
2. Implement MAM:LAB Unit: 

Identity Photo Project 
3. Reflection


