First Sunday of Advent
Trinity Episcopal Church

November 29, 2020

HYMN 57 Lo He comes in Cloud Descending

Lo! he comes with clouds descending,
once for our salvation slain;
thousand, thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Christ the Lord returns to reign.

The Presider: Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All: And blessed be his kingdom now and forever more.

The Presider: Hear what our Lord Jesus saith: Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it:
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments
hang all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37-40

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved thee with our whole heart;

Page 1 of 10



we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in thy will,

and walk in thy ways,

to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

The Priest: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and
remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the
grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen.

Holy God,

Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy upon us.

Presider: The Lord be with you
People: And with Thy Spirit
Presider: Let us pray

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and
put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in
the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 64:1-9
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence--

as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil--

to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.

From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,

no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.

You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.

But you were angry, and we sinned,;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.

We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.

We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;

for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
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Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.

Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

Reader THE WORD OF THE LORD
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 Qui regis Israel

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4 O LorD God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *

you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
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16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.

17 And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have
been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just
as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so
that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reader n THE WORD OF THE LORD
People Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 13:24-37

People Glory be to thee, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great
power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is
near, at the very gates. Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for
you do not know when the time will come. It is like @ man going on
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each
with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.
Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of
the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow,
or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes
suddenly. And what | say to you | say to all: Keep awake.”

Presider The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to be thee, Lord Christ.
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the
Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to
make prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks for all men: Receive
these our prayers which we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching
thee to inspire continually the Universal Church with the spirit of truth,
unity, and concord; and grant that all those who do confess thy holy
Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and
godly love.

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to Bishop Provenzano his assistant and
assisting bishops, Bishop Bernard Oringa Balmoi with their all bishops
and other ministers, that they may, both by their life and doctrine, set
forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly administer thy holy
Sacraments.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this
congregation here present; that, with meek heart and due reverence,
they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness
and righteousness all the days of their life.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the
authority of government in this and every land, that they may be led to
wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and peace of the world.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all
thy works, that, rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee
with their substance, and be faithful stewards of thy bounty.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord,

to comfort and succor Jules, Roger and Edith, Holly, Shahara, Lucille
Smith, Robert Chapman, Merritt Randall, Jeanne and Pete and their
family, John Gentile, Nils Blatz, Cheryl Bernard, Celia LaSala-Baldwin,
Martha, Jean, Pat, Beverley, Barbara Rini, John Hopwood, John Wilkens,
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Arthur, Bill Holzkamp, Jeff Baker, Charlotte Orrantia, Fatima, Marcus,
Maria, Michele, Kerri LaVelle, Eva, Raajiv, Lucianne, Leslie, Judy, Lucy,
Gerjett Singh, Eleanor, Walter, Marie, Anna, Nancy, Louise and all those
who in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any
other adversity.

And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in

thy faith and fear [especially ], beseeching thee to grant
them continual growth in thy love and service; and to grant us grace so
to follow the good examples of [ and of] all thy saints, that

with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only
Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

The Presider Concludes:

The Presider Bids the Peace

The Lord’s Prayer

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to You, so guide our
minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be
wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto you; and then use us, we pray you,
as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your people;
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal
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Concluding Hymn: 454 Jesus Came Adored By Angels

Jesus came, adored by angels,
came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came for our redemption,
lowly came on earth to die:
Alleluia, alleluia!
came in deep humility.
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