
AAD MEMBER RESOURCES 
Are you planning a talk or educational program and would like to consult with a 
colleague on how to incorporate ethics and or professionalism?  Do you have an ethics 
problem and want to see if similar topics have been discussed in JAAD ethics articles?   
Planning an ethics journal club? Please view the topics and resources below. 
 
GENERAL/COMMENTARY 
Kantor J, Lushniak BD. Commentary: Ethics in dermatology. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2016 
Aug;75(2):443-4. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2015.12.033. PMID: 27444079. 
 
Stoff BK, Scully K, Housholder AL, Fabbro S, Kantor J. The American Academy of 
Dermatology (AAD) Ethics Pledge: I will put my patients' welfare above all other 
interests, provide care that adheres to professional standards of practice, provide care 
for those in need, and foster collegiality through interaction with the medical community. 
J Am Acad Dermatol. 2016 Aug;75(2):445-8. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2016.02.1149. PMID: 
27444080. 
 
 
CLINICAL ETHICS 
 
General Medical Dermatology Exams 
Baranowski MLH, Chisolm S, Stoff BK. Patient requests to alter the medical record. J 
Am Acad Dermatol. 2019 Oct;81(4):1032. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2018.10.017. Epub 2018 
Oct 19. PMID: 30343049. 
 
Grandhi R, Grant-Kels JM. Naked and vulnerable: The ethics of chaperoning full-body 
skin examinations. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Jun;76(6):1221-1223. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2016.12.008. PMID: 28522051. 
 
Grant-Kels JM. Ethical implications of optimizing presentation of expected treatment 
outcomes. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2020 Aug;83(2):701-702. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2019.07.065. Epub 2019 Jul 25. PMID: 31351885. 
 
Elston DM. Admitting mistakes. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2020 Nov;83(5):1271. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2019.06.1285. Epub 2019 Jul 3. PMID: 31279020. 
 
Kazemi T, Lee KC, Bercovitch L. Just a quick pic: Ethics of medical photography. J Am 
Acad Dermatol. 2019 Apr;80(4):1172-1174. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2018.01.006. Epub 2018 
Jan 6. PMID: 29317284. 
 
Lakdawala N, Bercovitch L, Grant-Kels JM. A picture is worth a thousand words: ethical 
dilemmas presented by storing digital photographs in electronic health records. J Am 
Acad Dermatol. 2013 Sep;69(3):473-5. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2013.03.017. PMID: 
23957967. 
 
Milam P, Korman A, Kaffenberger J. Frequent skin examinations in patients with actinic 
keratoses: Ethical, financial, and moral implications. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 
Nov;77(5):985-987. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.03.005. PMID: 29029915. 
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Plost GR, Stoff BK. Medication nonadherence in dermatology: Divergent ethical 
implications for patient care. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Oct;77(4):787-789. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2017.02.020. PMID: 28917470. 
 
Ratner D, Thomas CO, Bickers D. The uses of digital photography in dermatology. J Am 
Acad Dermatol. 1999 Nov;41(5 Pt 1):749-56. doi: 10.1016/s0190-9622(99)70012-5. 
PMID: 10534639. 
 
Boyd, AS. The alcoholic bus driver and the dermatology consultation: Legal, moral, and 
ethical considerations. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2016 Mar;74(3):580-3. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2015.11.050. PMID: 26892662. 
 
Wolz MM, Drage LA. The unscheduled and incidental bystander: legal, moral, and 
ethical considerations in the office. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2013 Feb;68(2):332-4. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2012.09.019. PMID: 23317971. 
 
Yang CS, Kroumpouzos G, Bercovitch L. Should self-destructive behavior affect a 
patient's access to scarce medical resources? J Am Acad Dermatol. 2015 
Jul;73(1):154-7. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2015.03.026. PMID: 26089050. 
 
 
Children and adolescents 
Chheda K, Yates B, Makkar HS, Grant-Kels JM. The tattoo removal ethical conundrum: 
Should a physician be part of a minor patient's punishment? J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 
Aug;77(2):385-387. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.02.006. PMID: 28711094. 
 
Soh JM, Mercurio MG, Beck LA. Parental decisions for adolescent patients: Ethical 
considerations of information withholding. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2019 Jan;80(1):288-
290. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.12.058. Epub 2017 Dec 29. PMID: 29291953. 
 
Wolz MM. The modern minor: consent and decision-making in pediatric dermatology. J 
Am Acad Dermatol. 2013 Dec;69(6):1043-5. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2013.07.038. PMID: 
24238157. 
 
 
Pregnant patients 
Dalton SR, Hicks M, Shabanowitz R, Elston DM. Ethical dilemmas in the management 
of tumor-stage mycosis fungoides in a pregnant patient. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2012 
Apr;66(4):661-3. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2011.11.952. PMID: 22421113. 
 
 
Transgender patients 
Sullivan P, Trinidad J, Hamann D. Issues in transgender dermatology: A systematic 
review of the literature. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2019 Aug;81(2):438-447. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2019.03.023. Epub 2019 Mar 15. PMID: 30885756. 
 
Waldman RA, Waldman SD, Grant-Kels JM. The ethics of performing noninvasive, 
reversible gender-affirming procedures on transgender adolescents. J Am Acad 
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Dermatol. 2018 Dec;79(6):1166-1168. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.12.052. Epub 2017 Dec 
27. PMID: 29288100. 
 
Yeung H, Chen SC, Katz KA, Stoff BK. Prescribing isotretinoin in the United States for 
transgender individuals: Ethical considerations. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2016 
Sep;75(3):648-651. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2016.03.042. PMID: 27543225. 
 
 
Older adults 
Wang JV, Korta DZ, Keller M. Suspected early dementia and obstacles to informed 
consent in outpatient dermatology clinics. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2016 Nov;75(5):1075-
1077. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2016.06.041. PMID: 27745639. 
 
 
Ethnic and religious minorities 
Hussain A. Recommendations for culturally competent dermatology care of Muslim 
patients. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Aug;77(2):388-389. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2017.03.004. PMID: 28711095. 
 
Shahriari N, Lakdawala N, Grant-Kels JM. Multiculturalism and diversity: How to 
ethically care for a prejudiced patient. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2016 Jul;75(1):234-6. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2016.01.055. PMID: 27317529. 
 
 
Special needs patients 
Boyd AS. Ethical dilemmas and legal pitfalls in prescribing for the uninsured indigent 
patient: reconciling the reconcilable. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2013 Apr;68(4):679-680. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2012.05.045. PMID: 23522410.  

 
Lester J, Sbicca JA, Bercovitch L. Ethical dilemmas and legal pitfalls in 
prescribing for the uninsured indigent patient: reconciling the irreconcilable. J Am 
Acad Dermatol. 2013 Apr;68(4):672-674. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2012.05.046. PMID: 
23522407. 

 
Grabell DA, Hebert AA. The case of the dog and the blue light. J Am Acad Dermatol. 
2018 Oct;79(4):782-784. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.08.013. PMID: 30241626. 
 
Tassavor M, Chen AY. Lost in translation: Caring for limited English proficiency patients. 
J Am Acad Dermatol. 2019 Mar;80(3):829-831. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.12.072. Epub 
2018 Jan 4. PMID: 29307644. 
 
 
Disease specific concerns 
Fabbro S, Aultman JM, Mostow EN. Delusions of parasitosis: ethical and clinical 
considerations. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2013 Jul;69(1):156-9. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2013.02.012. PMID: 23768288. 
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Freemyer B, Stoff B. Ethical challenges with treating nonadherent patients in a group 
practice setting. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2018 Sep;79(3):596-598. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2017.10.009. Epub 2017 Oct 14. PMID: 29037994. 
 
Stoff BK, Introcaso C, Kinlaw K, Swerlick RA. Expedited partner therapy for scabies: 
legal and ethical considerations. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2013 Nov;69(5):795-798. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2013.05.021. PMID: 24124808. 
 
 
Inpatient Dermatology 
Korman AM, Grant-Kels JM. The ethics of navigating an inappropriately canceled 
inpatient dermatology consultation. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2021 Feb;84(2):585. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2020.09.080. Epub 2020 Oct 1. PMID: 33011315. 
 
 
Surgical  
Bentivegna K, DeWane ME, Parikh SA, Makkar HS, Finch J. Animal product in suture 
material: A survey study of dermatology patient perspectives. J Am Acad Dermatol. 
2020 Sep;83(3):907-908. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2019.12.025. Epub 2019 Dec 20. PMID: 
31866265. 
 
Waldman R, Grant-Kels JM. The art of being in 2 rooms at 1 time: Ethical issues with 
overlapping surgery. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2018 Jul;79(1):172-174. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2017.10.024. Epub 2017 Oct 21. PMID: 29066272. 
 
Wang AS, Eisen DB. Surgical complications: disclosing adverse events and medical 
errors. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2013 Jan;68(1):144-6. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2012.09.008. 
PMID: 23244373. 
 
Wolz MM. Two become one: Ethics in dermatologic surgery. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2015 
Jun;72(6):1074-7. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2015.02.1137. PMID: 25981003. 
 
 
Cosmetic 
Imadojemu S, Fiester AM. Are there moral obligations to cosmetic dermatology patients 
beyond informed consent? J Am Acad Dermatol. 2012 Jul;67(1):136-8. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2011.12.037. PMID: 22703906. 
 
Konda S, Kathrotiya P, Grant-Kels JM. The blind patient and the cosmetic dermatology 
consultation: Who defines beauty? J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Apr;76(4):769-771. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2016.11.027. PMID: 28325400. 
 
McBurney EI, Rosen DA. Ethics and lasers. J Am Acad Dermatol. 1988 Jul;19(1 Pt 
1):135-7. doi: 10.1016/s0190-9622(88)80227-5. PMID: 3403737. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32535-5/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32535-5/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(13)00541-0/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(13)00541-0/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(20)32681-5/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(20)32681-5/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(19)33302-X/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(19)33302-X/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32580-X/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32580-X/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(12)00931-0/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(15)01378-X/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(15)01378-X/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(12)00098-9/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(12)00098-9/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(16)31114-8/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(16)31114-8/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(88)80227-5/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(88)80227-5/fulltext


Dermatopathology  
Adler NR, McLean CA, Gin D. The specimen that did not survive processing: Ethical 
considerations pertaining to open disclosure. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Nov;77(5):988-
990. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.03.032. PMID: 29029916. 
 
Fabbro SK, Stoff BK. The dermatopathologist's role in genetic testing for hereditary 
cancer syndromes: Utility versus patient liberty. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2016 
Jun;74(6):1282-5. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2015.12.046. PMID: 27185443. 
 
Grant-Kels JM, Kels BD. The empty specimen bottle: legal, moral, and ethical 
considerations for the dermatologist and dermatopathologist. J Am Acad Dermatol. 
2011 Sep;65(3):621-623. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2011.04.020. PMID: 21839317. 
 
 
SPECIAL TOPICS 
 
I-pledge 
Kelsey A, Finch J, Grant-Kels JM. I pledge to prescribe ethically. J Am Acad Dermatol. 
2018 Apr;78(4):821-822. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.08.031. PMID: 29548419. 
 
Lee KC, Bercovitch L. Circumventing iPLEDGE: Circumventing ethical responsibility? J 
Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Dec;77(6):1185-1187. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.06.156. PMID: 
29132856. 
 
 
Covid 19, Epidemics, Pandemics and Public Health 
Jayakumar KL, Lipoff JB. Declining care to unvaccinated patients: Ethical and legal 
considerations. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2017 Dec;77(6):1188-1190. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2017.07.010. PMID: 29132857. 
 
Kong HE, Stoff BK. Approach to VIPs during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond. J 
Am Acad Dermatol. 2020 Oct;83(4):1231-1232. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2020.07.012. Epub 
2020 Jul 8. PMID: 32652189; PMCID: PMC7342046. 
 
Pathoulas JT, Stoff BK, Lee KC, Farah RS. Ethical outpatient dermatology care during 
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2020 May;82(5):1272-
1273. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2020.03.047. Epub 2020 Mar 26. PMID: 32224276; PMCID: 
PMC7195559. 
 
Stoj VJ, Grant-Kels JM. Dermatology residents and the care of patients with coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19). J Am Acad Dermatol. 2020 Jun;82(6):1572-1573. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2020.03.086. Epub 2020 Apr 4. PMID: 32259536; PMCID: PMC7128407. 
 
 
 
Social Media 
Orenstein LA, Benabio J, Stoff BK. E-professionalism at the dermatology office: new 
challenges to confidentiality in the era of social networking. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2013 
Jun;68(6):1030-3. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2012.12.962. PMID: 23680194. 

https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)30421-8/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)30421-8/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(15)02627-4/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(15)02627-4/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(11)00543-3/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(11)00543-3/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32264-8/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32264-8/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32059-5/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32059-5/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32112-6/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(17)32112-6/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(20)32176-9/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(20)32176-9/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(20)30467-9/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(20)30467-9/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(20)30509-0/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(20)30509-0/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(12)02341-9/fulltext
https://www.jaad.org/article/S0190-9622(12)02341-9/fulltext


 
Payette MJ, Albreski D, Grant-Kels JM. "You'd know if you 'friended' me on Facebook": 
legal, moral, and ethical considerations of online social media. J Am Acad Dermatol. 
2013 Aug;69(2):305-7. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2013.02.024. PMID: 23866862. 
 
Ranpariya V, Chu B, Fathy R, Lipoff JB. Dermatology without dermatologists? Analyzing 
Instagram influencers with dermatology-related hashtags. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2020 
Dec;83(6):1840-1842. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2020.05.039. Epub 2020 May 13. PMID: 
32416205. 
 
Zhou J, Bercovitch L. Instagram and the dermatologist: An ethical analysis. J Am Acad 
Dermatol. 2018 Jun;78(6):1226-1228. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.08.036. PMID: 
29754890. 
 
 
Volunteerism 
DeWane M, Grant-Kels JM. The ethics of volunteerism: Whose cultural and ethical 
norms take precedence? J Am Acad Dermatol. 2018 Feb;78(2):426-428. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2017.05.013. PMID: 29332719. 
 

Chavez AB, Kovarik CL. Commentary: The ethics of volunteerism: Whose 
cultural and ethical norms take precedence? J Am Acad Dermatol. 2018 
Feb;78(2):429-430. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.08.061. PMID: 29332720. 

 
Stoff BK, McMichael JR. Short-term international volunteerism in dermatology: ethical 
considerations. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2014 Oct;71(4):822-5. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2014.03.026. PMID: 25219702. 
 

Boyd AS. Reality in short-term international dermatology missions. J Am Acad 
Dermatol. 2015 Feb;72(2):369. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2014.10.044. PMID: 
25592355. 
 
Stoff BK, McMichael JR. Expanding the reality of short-term international 
volunteerism in dermatology. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2015 Feb;72(2):369-70. doi: 
10.1016/j.jaad.2014.10.040. PMID: 25592356. 

 
 
Alternate therapies  
Liszewski W, Stoff BK, Farah RS. The ethics of medical marijuana in dermatology. J Am 
Acad Dermatol. 2018 Mar;78(3):634-636. doi: 10.1016/j.jaad.2017.08.033. PMID: 
29447683. 
 
 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence and Teledermatology 
Coates SJ, Kvedar J, Granstein RD. Teledermatology: from historical perspective to 
emerging techniques of the modern era: part II: Emerging technologies in 
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