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For several years, physicians have endured a 2% Medicare payment reduction as part of sequestration 
— a component of the 2011 Budget Control Act. However, given the impact of the COVID-19 public 
health emergency (PHE) on physician practices, Congress suspended the scheduled 2% across-the-
board Medicare payment reduction through 2020. 

However, by the fall of 2020, it was clear that the PHE would not be over by the end of the year, and 
that physician practices would need continued relief. In order to extend the moratorium on the 2% 
Medicare payment reductions, the American Academy of Dermatology Association (AADA) and 
Academy members jumped into action: 

Moving the needle:  Moving the needle:  
Medicare physician paymentMedicare physician payment
By Victoria Houghton, Managing Editor

Advocacy 
priorities

Learn about 
the Academy’s 

advocacy priorities 
and how to join 

efforts to protect 
your practice 
at www.aad.
org/member/

advocacy/
priorities.  

DermWorld breaks down the latest highlights of AADA advocacy 
activities at the federal and state legislative and regulatory level.

AADA Legislative Conference

AADA congressional outreach

September 2020

February 2021

More than 330 attendees 
from 44 states and D.C. 
called on Congress to extend 
the sequester moratorium.

The AADA sent a letter to  
congressional leadership to 
further delay sequester cuts 
through the end of 2021. 

RESULT: December 2020

The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 
was signed into law, extending the Medicare 
sequester moratorium through March 31, 2021. 

RESULT: March 2021

The U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R. 
1868, extending the sequestration moratorium 
through the end of 2021.
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Want to get 
involved?

Want to learn more 
about building 

relationships with 
state legislators? 
Academy staff 

can help. Contact 
lalbany@aad.org and 
vpasko@aad.org to 
learn how you can 

make the most out of 
your conversations. 

ADVOCACY WIN

AADA grassroots advocacy March 2021

April 14, 2021

More than 400 AADA grassroots 
advocates sent letters to their 
senators asking them to avert 
the cuts and extend the  
sequestration moratorium 
through the end of 2021.

President Biden signed the 
legislation into law, retroactively 
stopping the 2% cut in Medicare 
payments that were scheduled 
to take effect April 1, and  
extending the moratorium on 
the Medicare sequester through 
the end of 2021. DW

RESULT: March 2021

The U.S. Senate passed the House legislation 
extending the sequestration moratorium  
through the end of 2021.


