August 14, 2018

MEDIA RELEASE.
WORLD PREMIERE OF JEREMIAH TERMINATOR LEROY TO CLOSE OUT
THE 2018 TORONTO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL
Kristen Stewart and Laura Dern star in the true story of the JT LeRoy saga
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TORONTO — The Toronto International Film Festival® announced today that Jeremiah Terminator LeRoy will
close this year’s Festival. From director Justin Kelly, Jeremiah Terminator LeRoy is based on one of the most
famous literary gambits in American history. Adapted from the memoir Girl Boy Girl: How I Became JT LeRoy
by Savannah Knoop, the ﬁlm promises a boundary-breaking Closing Night Gala bursting with intrigue.
“With Jeremiah Terminator LeRoy, Justin Kelly brings to the screen a truly unbelievable story that captivated a
nation,” said Cameron Bailey, Artistic Director of TIFF. “The storytelling is powerful and the characters are vivid,
really evoking the idea that you have to see it to believe it.”

“I am beyond honored that my ﬁlm Jeremiah Terminator LeRoy will premiere at TIFF as the Closing Night Film,”
said Justin Kelly, director of Jeremiah Terminator LeRoy. “I can’t wait for people to see the fascinating true
story behind JT LeRoy, brought to life via incredible performances by a total dream cast.”
This captivating true story goes beyond the headlines to reveal the most compelling literary hoax of our
generation. Laura Albert (Laura Dern) is an author who writes under a ﬁctionalized persona, a disenfranchised
young queer man named JT LeRoy. When her debut novel becomes a bestseller and JT becomes the darling
of the literary world, she comes up with a unique solution to preserve her anonymity while giving life to her
nom-de-plume. Enter her boyfriend’s androgynous sister, Savannah Knoop (Kristen Stewart), who connects
with Laura’s punk, feminist, outsider universe and agrees to be JT in the public eye. Together, they embark on a
wild ride of double lives, inﬁltrating the Hollywood and literary elite — and discovering who they are in the
process.
Jeremiah Terminator LeRoy is a ﬁlm by Elevated Films, The Fyzz Facility, Ingenious Media, Aquarius Content,
Fortitude International, Sobini Films, Thirty Three Productions, LBI Entertainment, and Buffalo Gal Pictures. It
is produced by Patrick Walmsley, Julie Yorn, Thor Bradwell, Gary Pearl, Cassian Elwes, Giri Tharan, Mark Amin,
and Dave Hansen. It stars Kristen Stewart, Laura Dern, Diane Kruger, Jim Sturgess, Kelvin Harrison Jr.,
Courtney Love, James Jagger, and Dave Brown.
The 43rd Toronto International Film Festival runs from September 6 to 16, 2018.
For ﬁlm synopses, cast lists, images, and more information, see tiff.net/galas.
Festival tickets go on sale September 3 at 10am (TIFF Member pre-sale September 1 from 10am to 4pm). Buy
tickets online at tiff.net, by phone at 416.599.TIFF or 1.888.599.8433, or in person at a box oﬃce. See box
oﬃce locations and hours at tiff.net/tickets.
TIFF prefers Visa.
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About TIFF
TIFF is a charitable cultural organization whose mission is to transform the way people see the world through
ﬁlm. An international leader in ﬁlm culture, TIFF projects include the annual Toronto International Film Festival
in September; TIFF Bell Lightbox, which features ﬁve cinemas, major exhibitions, and learning and
entertainment facilities; and innovative national distribution program Film Circuit. The organization generates
an annual economic impact of $189 million CAD. TIFF Bell Lightbox is generously supported by contributors
including Founding Sponsor Bell, the Province of Ontario, the Government of Canada, the City of Toronto, the
Reitman family (Ivan Reitman, Agi Mandel and Susan Michaels), The Daniels Corporation and RBC. For more

information, visit tiff.net.
The Toronto International Film Festival is generously supported by Lead Sponsor Bell, Major Sponsors RBC,
L’Oréal Paris, and Visa, and our Major Supporters the Government of Ontario, Teleﬁlm Canada, and the City
of Toronto.
This ﬁlm is eligible for the Grolsch People's Choice Award. Vote for your favourite ﬁlms at tiff.net/vote.
The Gala programme is made possible through the generous
sponsorship of Fairmont Hotels & Resorts.
-30For more information, contact Kali Hopkins-Allen at khopkinsallen@tiff.net, or the Communications
Department at 416.934.3200, or email proﬃce@tiff.net.
For images visit the media site at tiff.net/press.

