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Introduction to Cinematography 

This guide is designed to assist our patrons new to cinematography by providing key resources to use as a 

starting point in their research. Use this information to refine your search, and contact library staff with 

any follow-up questions or for further research assistance. 

 Subject Headings 
A subject heading can help you refine your search, making it easier to find exactly what you are looking for. 

To find books on cinematography that are available in the Film 

Reference Library, use the following subject headings: 

 

 

Examples of subject headings related to 

cinematography: 

 

 CINEMATOGRAPHY 

 

 CINEMATOGRAPHY – 
HISTORY 

 

 CINEMATOGRAPHY – 

LIGHTING 

 

 CINEMATOGRAPHY – 

SPECIAL EFFECTS  

 

 ANIMATION 

(CINEMATOGRAPHY) 

 

 AUTEUR THEORY – MOTION 

PICTURES 

 

 MOTION PICTURES – 

AESTHETICS  

 

 

 

 

 

http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=cinematography;dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=cinematography%20-%20history;dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=cinematography%20-%20history;dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=cinematography%20-%20lighting;dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=cinematography%20-%20lighting;dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=cinematography%20-%20special%20effects;dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=cinematography%20-%20special%20effects;dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=animation%20(cinematography);dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=animation%20(cinematography);dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=auteur%20theory%20(motion%20pictures);dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=auteur%20theory%20(motion%20pictures);dtypewanted=checked;dtype=d
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=MOTION%20PICTURES%20-%20AESTHETICS
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=advanced;_x1124=MOTION%20PICTURES%20-%20AESTHETICS
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Recommended Books  

Books provide a comprehensive overview of a larger topic, making them an excellent resource to start 

your research with. 

 

Chromatic cinema : a history of screen color  by Richard Misek. 

Publisher: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010 

 

Cinematography : theory and practice : imagemaking for cinematographers and directors by Blain 

Brown. 

Publisher: Routledge, 2016 

  

Digital compositing for film and video : production workflows and techniques by Steve Wright. 

Publisher: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2018 

 

Every frame a Rembrandt : art and practice of cinematography by Andrew Laszlo.  

Publisher: Focal Press, 2000 

 

Hollywood Lighting from the Silent Era to Film Noir by Patrick Keating.  

Publisher: Columbia University Press, 2010 

 

The aesthetics and psychology of the cinema by Jean Mitry.  

Publisher: Indiana State University Press, 1997 

  

The art of the cinematographer : a survey and interviews with five masters by Leonard Martin.  

Publisher: Dover Publications, c1978. 

 

The cinema as a graphic art (on a theory of representation in the cinema) by Vladimir S. Nilsen.  

Publisher: Hill and Wang, 1959 

  

The filmmaker's guide to visual effects : the art and technique of VFX for directors, producers, editors 

and cinematographers by Eran Dinur.  

Publisher: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2017 

 

The visual story : creating the visual structure of film, TV and Digital Media by Bruce Block.  

Publisher: Focal Press, Taylor & Francis Group, 2013  

 

http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb/mweb?request=record;id=416853;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=598563;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb/mweb/mweb/mweb/mweb/mweb/mweb/mweb/mweb?request=record;id=585722;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=308504;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=314549;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=307794;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb/mweb/mweb/mweb?request=record;id=301662;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=303905;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb/mweb/mweb?request=record;id=609783;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb/mweb/mweb?request=record;id=609783;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=539588;type=103
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Articles 

Articles are usually shorter in length and focus on a unique argument. 

 

Note: All articles listed can be found from the Film Reference Library’s print and/or electronic periodical 

collection. You can access these articles by visiting the Library in person.  

 

 Bazin, André. (1967). "The Evolution of the Language of the Cinema." What Is Cinema?, vol. 1, 

pp. 23-40. 

 

 Higgins, S. (1999). “Technology and aesthetics: Technicolor cinematography and design in the 

late 1930s.”  Film History, vol. 11, no.1, pp. 55-76.   

 

 Keating, P. (2006). “From the portrait to the close-up: Gender and technology in still 

photography and Hollywood cinematography.” Cinema Journal, vol. 45, no. 3, pp. 90-108. 

 

 Mateer, John. (2014). “Digital Cinematography: Evolution of Craft or Revolution in 

Production?” Journal of Film and Video, vol 66, no. 2, pp. 3-14. 

  

 

 

Periodicals 

Trade Journals and Magazines are a great way for cinematographers to keep up to date to industry trends 

and learn from fellow filmmakers.  

 

 American Cinematographer. USA: ASC Holding Corp. 

 

 Canadian Cinematographer. Canada: Canadian Society of Cinematographers.  

 

 Cineaction. Canada: Cineaction. 

 

 Journal of Film Preservation. Belgium: International Federation of Film Archives. 

 

http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=297859;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=297859;type=103
https://search.proquest.com/docview/219822809?accountid=174481
https://search.proquest.com/docview/219822809?accountid=174481
https://search.proquest.com/docview/222341430?accountid=174481
https://search.proquest.com/docview/222341430?accountid=174481
https://search.proquest.com/docview/1540955509?accountid=174481
https://search.proquest.com/docview/1540955509?accountid=174481
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=315388;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb/mweb/mweb?request=record;id=316073;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=315440;type=103
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=315801;type=103
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Films 

The following films have been celebrated for their achievements in cinematography, drawn from the 

American Society of Cinematographers’ 100 Milestone Films in Cinematography of the 20th Century. 

 
2001: A Space Odyssey (1968),  

dir. Stanley Kubrick 

[AV] [Film File] 

 
Blade Runner (1982), 

dir. Ridley Scott 

[AV] [Film File] 

 
Citizen Kane (1941),  

dir. Orson Welles 

[AV] [Film File] 

 
In the Mood for Love (2000),  

dir. Wong Kar Wai 

[AV] [Film File] 

 
Lawrence of Arabia (1962),  

dir. David Lean 

[AV] [Film File] 

 
Moonlight (2016),  

dir. Barry Jenkins 

 [Film File] 

http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=201354;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=235005;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=213558;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=228209;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=213270;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=225341;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=207026;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=270009;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=213550;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=226663;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=527833;type=102
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External Sources 

Links to resources and institutions that have more information on cinematography history and industry. 

 100 Milestone Films in Cinematography of the 20th Century: The American Society of 

Cinematographers 

 

 Canadian Society of Cinematographers 

 

 Cinema: An International History of Film 

 

 The American Society of Cinematographers 

 

 The History of Cinematography: Kodak 

 

 

 
Raging Bull (1980),  

dir. Martin Scorsese 

[AV] [Film File] 

 
The Grand Budapest Hotel 

(2014),  

dir. Wes Anderson 

 [Film File] 

 
The Tree of Life (2011),  

dir. Terrence Malick 

[AV] [Film File] 

https://theasc.com/news/asc-unveils-list-of-100-milestone-films-in-cinematography-of-the-20th-century
https://theasc.com/news/asc-unveils-list-of-100-milestone-films-in-cinematography-of-the-20th-century
http://www1.csc.ca/
http://www.matthewhunt.com/cinema/
https://theasc.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20091030161724/http:/motion.kodak.com/US/en/motion/Hub/history1.htm
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=208428;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=220876;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=483249;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=536373;type=102
http://collection.tiff.net/mwebcgi/mweb?request=record;id=287723;type=102

