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 MEDIA RELEASE . 
 

MIRA NAIR JOINS TORONTO PLATFORM PRIZE JURY 
Visionary director will select winner of Toronto Platform Prize along with esteemed fellow 

jurors Béla Tarr and Lee Chang-dong 
 
TORONTO  — The Toronto International Film Festival ®  is very pleased to announce that visionary 
Indian–American director Mira Nair has joined the 2018 Toronto Platform Prize Jury. The trailblazing, 
award-winning filmmaker will select the winner of the Toronto Platform Prize along with the previously 
announced jurors, Hungarian existential master Béla Tarr and acclaimed South Korean director and novelist 
Lee Chang-dong. 
 
“Mira Nair’s remarkable body of work makes her one of the most interesting and tenacious directors working 
today,” said TIFF Director & CEO Piers Handling. “From her important documentary work to her most recent 
award-winning titles, Mira has always shown a vision and passion that make her a perfect fit for this year’s 
Platform Jury. We are honoured that this September we will have the opportunity to host her and fellow jurors 
Béla Tarr and Lee Chang-dong.” 
 
The Toronto Platform Prize, an award of $25,000 CAD, will be presented to the best film in the programme’s 
lineup at the Awards Ceremony on the last day of the Festival. Now in its fourth year, Platform is the Toronto 
International Film Festival’s juried section that champions risk-taking with a lineup of up to 12 works with high 
artistic merit and a bold directorial vision.  
 
Mira Nair was born and raised in Rourkela, India, and went on to study at the University of Delhi and Harvard 
University. Her narrative feature debut,  Salaam Bombay!  (1988), won the Camera d’Or and was nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film. A resourceful and determined independent filmmaker 
who casts unknowns alongside Hollywood stars, Nair has directed  Mississippi Masala  (1991),  The Perez 
Family  (1995),  Kama Sutra: A Tale of Love  (1996),  Hysterical Blindness  (2002),  Vanity Fair  (2004),  The 
Namesake  (2006),  Amelia  (2009), and  The Reluctant Fundamentalist  (2012). Her most recent film,  Queen of 
Katwe , about a Ugandan girl with an aptitude for chess, stars Lupita Nyong’o and David Oyelowo. Nair's 
acclaimed film  Monsoon Wedding  (2001) was recently brought to the stage as a highly anticipated musical at 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre, where it closed an extended, sold-out run this past summer. Nair will be directing 
the BBC's forthcoming adaptation of  A Suitable Bo y, to be released in 2020. 

 
Nair first attended TIFF (then the Festival of Festivals) in 1988, when  Salaam Bombay!  screened in Toronto. 
That year, she also participated in a Festival Industry panel on women in film.  
 
Previously announced juror Margarethe von Trotta has been announced as the recipient of the City of 

 



	

Frankfurt’s Theodor Adorno Prize. She will therefore no longer be able to serve on the Toronto Platform Prize 
Jury due to this commitment.  
 
The Platform programme is made possible through the generous sponsorship of Air France. 
 
For the programme’s lineup, film synopses, cast lists, images, and more information see  tiff.net/platform . 
 
Festival tickets go on sale September 3 at 10am (TIFF Member pre-sale September 1 from 10am to 4pm). 
Buy tickets online at  tiff.net , by phone at 416.599.TIFF or 1.888.599.8433, or in person at a box office. See 
box office locations and hours at  tiff.net/tickets .  
 
TIFF prefers Visa. 
 
Social Media:  
@TIFF_NET  
#TIFF18 
Facebook.com/TIFF 
 
About TIFF 
TIFF is a charitable cultural organization whose mission is to transform the way people see the world through 
film. An international leader in film culture, TIFF projects include the annual Toronto International Film Festival 
in September; TIFF Bell Lightbox, which features five cinemas, major exhibitions, and learning and 
entertainment facilities; and innovative national distribution program Film Circuit. The organization generates 
an annual economic impact of $189 million CAD. TIFF Bell Lightbox is generously supported by contributors 
including Founding Sponsor Bell, the Province of Ontario, the Government of Canada, the City of Toronto, the 
Reitman family (Ivan Reitman, Agi Mandel and Susan Michaels), The Daniels Corporation and RBC. For more 
information, visit tiff.net. 

 
The Toronto International Film Festival is supported by Lead Sponsor Bell, Major Sponsors, RBC,  L’Oréal 

Paris, and Visa, and Major Supporters the Government of Ontario, Telefilm Canada, and the City of Toronto. 
 

The Platform programme is made possible through the generous sponsorship of Air France. 
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For more information, contact Daniela Ponce at  dponce@tiff.net , or the Communications Department at 
416.934.3200 or  proffice@tiff.net .  
 
For images visit the media site at  tiff.net/press . 
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