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A Gentle Night 



S y n o p s i s

In a nameless Chinese city, a mother with her daughter 
missing, refuses to go gentle into this good night.

Q IU   Y a n g
D I R E C T O R 

QIU Yang was born and raised in Changzhou, 
China. He studied film directing at the 
Victorian College of the Arts, Australia.
His last short film A Gentle Night was 
selected for the 70th Festival de Cannes 
Short Film Competition in 2017. And in 
2015, his short Under the Sun was 
selected for the 68th Festival de Cannes 
Cinéfondation competition and is now 
selected for more than 80 international 
film festivals, including the AFI Fest, New 
Directors/New Films, Clermont-Ferrand, Palm 
Springs and nominated for the 52nd Taipei 
Golden Horse Award. He has been chosen 
to participate the Taipei Golden Horse Film 
Academy, mentored by the legendary film 
master Hou Hsiao Hsien, as well as the Swatch 
Art Peace Hotel residency in Shanghai. 
He is currently developing his first feature 
project Under the Sun (same title as the 
short), which was selected for the CineMart 
2016 and Cinéfondation Residence 201.

D i r e c t o r ’ s  N o t e

As a filmmaker, I’m always interested in looking for inspiration 
and characters from real life. The story of the film comes from 
a seemingly mundane local news: a young girl suddenly went 
missing, few days later, more girls disappeared from the same 
area. However, after about two weeks, all the missing girls 
just walked back home, from nowhere, with no explanation.

I was fascinated by this report, and mostly by what was 
not on the page. The news just stayed with me, for days. Why 
would the girls go missing, what happened to them, and what 
did the family do after the girls went missing?

Then I incorporated the motif I always explore: the 
traditional Chinese ideology. In Confucianism, we have five 
sacred figures that we are supposed to worship, “Sky, earth, 
sovereign, father and teacher.” In nowhere does it mention 
anything about women or children. And this is what shaped 
the undertone of our society for thousands of years. So, I was 
curious to explore, what would happen, when an ordinary 
Chinese woman, with her daughter missing, decides to go 
against all these ideology undertones? After all the centuries 
went by, are we Chinese really different from the past?



B a s i c  I n f o

	 Original Title:	  小城二月
	 English Title:	 A Gentle Night
	 Running Time:	 15min
	 Genre: 	 Drama
	 Format:	 HD
	 Aspect Ratio:	 4:3
	 Language:	 Wu Chinese
	 Subtitles Available:	 English, French, 	
		  Simplified & 		
		  Traditional Chinese
	Production Country:	 China
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	 Writer/Director:	 Qiu Yang
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	 Associate Producer: 	 Huang Lu  
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