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 MEDIA RELEASE . 

 
WORLD PREMIERE OF DAVID MACKENZIE’S  OUTLAW KING  STARRING 

CHRIS PINE IS THE TIFF 2018 OPENING NIGHT GALA FILM 
 

Netflix’s rousing period epic will open the 2018 Toronto International Film Festival 
on Thursday, September 6 

 
  Photo Credit: Courtesy of Netflix 

 
TORONTO  — TIFF announced today that the World Premiere of  Outlaw King , David Mackenzie’s anticipated 
period drama chronicling the rise of 14th-century Scottish hero Robert the Bruce, will be the Opening Night 
Gala Presentation for the 43rd Toronto International Film Festival ®   on Thursday, September 6, at Roy Thomson 
Hall.  
 
This epic David-versus-Goliath tale reunites award-winning director David Mackenzie ( Starred Up ,  Young 
Adam ) with his  Hell or High Water  actor Chris Pine, who takes on the starring role of the legendary Scottish 
king who leads a band of outlaws to reclaim the throne from the clutches of the English crown and its army. 
The film also stars Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Florence Pugh, and Billy Howle.  
 
“TIFF’s Opening Night Film,  Outlaw King , tells a powerful story that is rich in drama, excitement, romance, and 
adventure,”  said Piers Handling, Director & CEO of TIFF. "Audiences are promised a thrilling journey back in 
time, as David Mackenzie masterfully unwraps history with taut dramatic flare and brings to life the true story 
of Scottish hero Robert the Bruce. Gripping performances led by Chris Pine and Aaron Taylor-Johnson make 
this a classic, entertaining, and action-packed Festival opener. " 

 



	

“Thank you, TIFF, for welcoming our film into the world. The Festival is the perfect launch pad for our realistic 
epic, and we are delighted to be the first Scottish film ever to open Toronto,” said director David Mackenzie. “I 
cannot imagine a better place to have our World Premiere. Scotland and Canada’s histories are bound 
together, forged in the crucible of the struggles of history, bringing this day an affinity and sensibility that I 
hope will translate to a profound, visceral, and riotously entertaining experience. We have an amazing cast and 
crew working at the top of their game, and we are really looking forward to spreading some Scottish goodwill 
on the great city of Toronto.”  
 
Outlaw King  follows the untold, true story of Robert the Bruce, who transforms from defeated nobleman to 
outlaw hero during the oppressive occupation of medieval Scotland by Edward I of England. Despite grave 
consequences, Robert seizes the Scottish crown and rallies an impassioned group of men to fight back 
against the mighty army of the tyrannical King and his volatile son, the Prince of Wales.  
 
Filmed in Scotland, the project was made with the full support of Creative Scotland and the Scottish 
government. The film opens in select theatres and launches globally on Netflix November 9, 2018. 
 
The 43rd Toronto International Film Festival runs from September 6 to 16, 2018. 
 
For film synopses, cast lists, images, and more information, see  tiff.net/galas . 
 
Festival tickets go on sale September 3 at 10am (TIFF Member pre-sale September 1 from 10am to 4pm). Buy 
tickets online at  tiff.net , by phone at 416.599.TIFF or 1.888.599.8433, or in person at a box office. See box 
office locations and hours at  tiff.net/tickets . 
 
TIFF prefers Visa. 
 
Social Media:  
@TIFF_NET  
#TIFF18 
Facebook.com/TIFF 
 
About TIFF 
TIFF is a charitable cultural organization whose mission is to transform the way people see the world through 
film. An international leader in film culture, TIFF projects include the annual Toronto International Film Festival 
in September; TIFF Bell Lightbox, which features five cinemas, major exhibitions, and learning and 
entertainment facilities; and innovative national distribution program Film Circuit. The organization generates 
an annual economic impact of $189 million CAD. TIFF Bell Lightbox is generously supported by contributors 
including Founding Sponsor Bell, the Province of Ontario, the Government of Canada, the City of Toronto, the 
Reitman family (Ivan Reitman, Agi Mandel and Susan Michaels), The Daniels Corporation and RBC. For more 
information, visit tiff.net. 
 
The Toronto International Film Festival is generously supported by Lead Sponsor Bell, Major Sponsors RBC, 

 

http://tiff.net/galas
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http://tiff.net/tickets


	

L’Oréal Paris and Visa, and Major Supporters the Government of Ontario, Telefilm Canada, and the City of 
Toronto. 

 
This film is eligible for the Grolsch People's Choice Award. Vote for your favourite films at  tiff.net/vote . 

 
The Gala programme is made possible through the generous   sponsorship of Fairmont Hotel & Resorts. 
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For more information, contact the Communications Department at 416.934.3200 or email  proffice@tiff.net .  
 
For images, visit the media site at  tiff.net/press . 
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