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Introduction to the Center for Brooklyn History

-
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Dee Bowers-Smith, Archivist
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Welcoe!

Let's dive in.



Robin Ketchum Prospect Heights Community Organizing Collection (BCMS.0079)




Long Island Historical Society

Welcome to CBH!

Brooklyn, N.Y.

4


https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/27/arts/brooklyn-public-library-brooklyn-historical-society.html

Center for Brooklyn History i

- Began as BPL’s local history department, the Brooklyn
Collection

+ Merged with Brooklyn Historical Society in 2020
+ Home of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle morgue

« Caretakers of BPL’s institutional archives

[

« Organize & preserve BPL’s special collections
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« Exhibit our collections
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+ Host events and trainings
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« Educate Brooklyn students
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+ Conduct workshops for educators, students of all ages,
. . CIRCULATION HALL AND BRONZE GRILLE,
other organizations, and staff BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY

PHOTO BY GOTTECHO




Who uses the Center for Brooklyn History?

Students

Staff

Students
Genealogists
House researchers
Historians

Authors

Journalists

Artists

Brownstoner
Parties, Gossip and Too Much Brew: How 19th
Century Brooklynites Celebrated the New Year

1 e 19th
but the ability to

MNews Listing

e Events Foru

“A monumental achiovement.”
—Ira Sachs, filmmaker

NEW.VORK

The Invisible Black Man on a Prospect Park
Statue

)¢ Sureener (renran

My "thing with the statue” all started a fow
years back. Actually, it started hundreds of
vears ago with human trafficking, genocide,
and the systematic grand-scale enslavement
of human beings that made the prosperity of
early America possible. But for the purposes
of this story, it began around 2009, I was
walking into Prospect Park, at the gth Street
entrance, when I noticed that the monument
to the Marquis de Lafayette had, as part of its
backdrop relief, an African-American-looking
groomsman standing next to a horse. I thought to myself, I wonder who

Michael Woodsworth

BATTLE FOR BED-STUY

The Long War
on Povertyin

New York City



Digital vs. Physical Archives



https://archive.org/details/thepilot19571115/mode/2up

bklynlibrary.org/cbh
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/\ Explore Brooklyn Resists, CBH's outdoor exhibition and public history project.

The Center for Brooklyn History (CBH) is currently closed to the public. Our lobby is serving as the grab-and-go lobby service location for Brooklyn
Heights Library.

While CBH is physically closed, we continue to provide virtual access to our special collections, public programming, and education programs. For

questions about access to our collections, please email cbhreference@bklynlibrary.org.

o
Hours Address & Contact 7
Plery
Closed 128 Pierrepont Street €Pon; St
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Get Directions Piey,,
’ €Pon,
St.

Olnton,

& Fully accessible
ﬂguest
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Borrow
Learn
Attend

BPL Presents

HOURS + LOCATIONS v TRANSLATE v DONATE

Search Our Collections

Public Programs WV Our Collections WV Projects & Exhibitions W

The Center for Brooklyn History makes its collections available to all researchers.

We welcome scholars, teachers and students, genealogists, artists, documentarians, and anyone who is curious about the history of Brooklyn.

While we work to merge our two institutions’ collections, the links below will direct you to our respective holdings.

Research Help

Interested in Archival research? Need a hand with your project?
Have a question about our collections? Submit a research request
form and a librarian will contact you.

Land Conveyance Research

Looking to do House and Building research? Here's our guide to the
resources most frequently consulted by researchers of Brooklyn
property and buildings.

Databases & Online Resources

For digital resources about Brooklyn and New York City history.
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Brooklyn Newsstand, Brooklyn Daily Eagle, May 24, 1883
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https://www.bklynlibrary.org/brooklyncollection/about-brooklyn-newsstand

THE BROOKLYN

DIRECTORY

& FOR <D

Toe Yean Enome May Ist
18338.

A BUSINESS DIRECTORY,
A Streer Guiog, MunicipaL ResiSTeR, AND Map oF He Ciny,

COMPILED BY GEO. T. LAIN

PUBLISHED BY LAIN & COMPANY.
— OFPIOW:
10 BOERUM PLACE, BROOKLYN.
Branch Oflos, 121 Fulton Street, New Yerk,

PRICE $5.50.

Entered, according s Act of Cangre

ghtees hundred and eighty twa,

In the Office of % ngrens at Waskingtos

Fruss or Wywkoor & Haewpsck, 121 Furzow Staser, New Yoss.

m— p—— 1 RIISITE
w7z U STAINED
| QLASS.

NEW
DESIGNS.

TR IJI]»IB 59 CArpNg S, NEw YoRE.

(Eiurrﬁ Fnrml'nn, ﬁ’ulpxts, I;ir.

ANNERS in Silk and Gold, $5, $7.50, and $I0 each.

(emorial Tahlets, ¥intdows, Etc.
HOUSEHOLD GLASS, DOOR LIGHTS, ETC, ;

SEND FOR MANDBROOK BY MAILL

LEMUEL W. SERRELL.

~—SOLICITOR OF

American and Foveign Patents,

140 MNASSAU STREET,
(P, O, Do 4089 5 3 NEW YORK.

Teepares SPECIFICATIONS, DRAWING
wets all other basines
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PFHARMACIE FRANC
B o, BROOKLYN,

Preparations, Denfifrices,

Lain & Company, Brooklyn Directory for the year
ending May 1883.

BROOKLYN

NEW YORK CITY

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY
WINTER 1935-36

e " ¢ P
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. Typical station-to-station Day Rates {exclusive of tax) from Brooklyn
Night Retes shter 7 . m. e senonelly shout 407 lom

' For other mte inkoemution wwe Pages 7 o 10

FIRE POLICE .  AMBULANCE
DIAL or CALL o« OPERATOR
Sen page 1 hu\- matrections

I‘;\V_‘YORK TELEPHONE COMPANY
{

.

New York Telephone Company
Brooklyn, New York City, Telephone

Directory, 1935.



https://archive.org/details/brooklynpubliclibrary?sort=date&and%5B%5D=collection%3A%22brooklynpubliclibrary%22&and%5B%5D=subject%3A%22Telephone+Directories%22&and%5B%5D=subject%3A%22directory%22

bklynlibrary.org/digitalcollections
CENTRAL LIBRARY — Open until 9:00 PM o HOURS + LOCATIONS v DONATE

Digital Collections
Discover Brooklyn history: Explore our collection of digitized
Brooklyn content.

Featured Collections

Individual Photographers



https://www.bklynlibrary.org/digitalcollections/

Esyn,

CENTER

FOR .
BROOKLYN

HISTORY

m Welcome to the Center for Brooklyn History's Digital

Collections

Explore Brooklyn’s rich and diverse history online. Search over 11,000 records from CBH’s
collections, including historic photographs, architectural drawings, and artifacts.

This site contains only a small portion of the Center for Brooklyn History’s vast holdings.
Researchers can access many more materials by visiting the Center for Brooklyn History’s Othmer
Library. We regularly add new material to the site as our cataloging and digitization work
progresses, so please check back frequently.

Featured Collections and Artifacts

Wellmade Glove artifacts and records Eugene Armbruster photographs James A. Kelly collection

Art, Artifact, and
Photograph Collections
Portal (Former BHS)
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Sanborn Map, Fire Insurance Maps Online
¥ ’ Sanborn Map, Fi :
Brooklyn Navy Yard, 1904 pRFe';el_:';zt“:';i; Maps Online,



https://www.bklynlibrary.org/online-resources/fire-insurance-maps

Bklyn | CENTER
Public & Librory O

ER(%OKLYN Search About Othmer Library & Archives 7
HISTORY

o300ed o000l eleeed Ceane” o

Brooklyn Historical Society’s map collections
include over 1,500 maps depicting the five boroughs,
New York City, Long Island, New England, and
beyond. Explore digitized historical maps spanning
the seventeenth century to the present online.

Explore the collection >

A map of a tract of land called the Nyash Patent, lying within the limits
of the town of New Utrecht in the county of Kings, surveyed the 26th
day of May 1804 and protracted according to the magnetical meridian
by a scale of eight chains to an inch, [1918]

Map Collections Portal


https://mapcollections.brooklynhistory.org/

m,n | CENTER
Pkl beary | FO

BR(R)OKLYN About Using This Portal Search Othmer Library & Archives 2
HISTORY

ORAL HISTO!
COLLECTION

Brooklyn Historical Society’s oral history collections now
include over 1,200 interviews. The following collections contain
interviews whose audio, and in some cases transcripts, can be
accessed online. Learn how to use this portal.

Read more about all the collections. -

[®] GgriD [] usT

AIDS/Brooklyn Oral History Project collection Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation oral Brooklyn Heights Synagogue oral histories
histories

.
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Oral History Portal


https://oralhistory.brooklynhistory.org/

Page Four MADISON

HIGHWAY

December 22, 1958

CANDIDATES FOR MAJOR OFFICES

PRESIDENT
JERROLD LEVY — Managing
Commi:

PRESIDENT
an Staff; Gule

Editor of Highway;
ioner of Publications; Co-Editor of Log
ROBERT ROCKFELD — Major of Service
Commissioner of Sing; Senior Arista,
BERNARD SANDERS — Captain of Track Te:
Captain of Cross Country Team; Pres of official ¢l

SETH BORG — Mac
Baseball Team,

VICTORIA KOLTU

ve Office;

League;

— Assistant Literary Editor of
‘ Log; Beosters; Feature Staff of HIGHWAY.

TEVEN ZALKIND — Pres. of Go-Getters; Track
Team; English Dept. Staff

|

TREASURER
TRA BERLIN — Captain of Tennis Team; Senior Sing
Representative; Junior Arista.

VICKI LEVINS — Veep of Boosters; Borough Coun-

SECRETARY
CAROL HECHTMAN — Commissioner of Publicity;
Madisonian Art Staff; Boosters.

ALICE MARON — Assistant to Chalrn

an of English

cil Representative; Senior Arista, Dept.: Key room squad; Pres. of official class.
DAVID FERBER — Business Editor of Senior Paper; SYLVIA TOPF — Senlor Sing Secretary; Junior and
Program Committee; Bo Senifor Arista; News Staff of HIGHWAY.

the four races for governor.

The aspirants to gubernatorial and
major posts when interviewed by
the Board were required to discuss |
their ideas,

Elections
(Continued from Page 1, Col, 6)
members but is awarded to the can-|
didate who places second in each of

rated cither one, three or five, one |
being the best score. Those students
with the lowest cumulative total were
and to answer questions | named as candidates

P

& ﬁﬂ

concerning SGO activities, They were |

| cember 8th, when all Madison stud-

REGE T‘w bCHFDULE e JA\UARY

‘Drama Workshop Presents Play|Student Government

As Special Assembly Program

Cant in order of sppesrunce
Marica Pusla Federman
reida Slosn

Raquel \(.nﬂnc Cohun
Carol Hanan

Ardres Ray Goldman
abe rt Joyes

Cloeto rd Lasky

Hathan Pecbonts

Under the direction of Mr. Chester

E. Fulmer of the English Department,
| the Drama Workshop presented “The
Ring of Macis,” a play by Josephino
Niggli, to the assemblies on Thursday
and Friday, December 4th and 5th. |
The action in “The Ring of Macis" |
oceurs during the Mexican War and
Is concerned with the major charac- |
ters: Raguel, her sister-in-law Marica, |
and the rebel pe at, Andres, who |
breaks into their home. Its principal
theme s how Raquel exemplifie
courage and bravery not only in pre- |
venting Marica from committing sui- |
cide, but &lso in preserving her hm-;
band's honor. |
|

Two separate casts were used in
the production in order to give as
many students as possible the op-|
portunity to perform. Carol Moss, & |
member of the group, was responsible |
for the costuming of the characters.

“The Importance of Being Earnest” [
Among several undertakings thut
the Dramus Workshop is embarking
on, Is the presentation of the full
length drama “The Importance of |
Being Earnest” by Oscar Wilde
This will be performed in the spring
term, Auditions for Wilde's comedy
ook place during the week of De-

ents were invited to try out for the
various ml(‘s

59

Photo by Steve Cam

Term Papers

(Continued from Page 1, Col. 2)
paper’s Editor-in-Chief and Mr. Ho-
ward Goldberg Is faculty adviser

The Editor-in- ef of the fresh-
man publication “Zyzale" ls
Singer. ZL|P is footnoted “The
L " Mr. Julian Olkin is fa-

« ALL BUSINESS SUBJECTS
 DIPLOMA COURSES
Why Travel Dowulawn?

WE PLACE OUR

.n.,u-..a..u-.
Wiit, Phess o Weite foe Cotalg

ESploncde 5-6800
1601 KINGS HIGHWAY; B'KLYN
|_SEidwTon Line, KinGS Wicnmat sTaTion |

Carol Hanan and Roy

Connle |

Revises Constitution

At a meeting of both the AM and
PM House of Representa
day, December 3, Madison'
Constitution was
idents of all official classes in the
main bullding and the annex voted
by required two-thirds vote to
amend the Constitution by the adop-
tion of the following requirements for
candidacy in the student government,

1. Students must have a general
average of 80 per cent in order to
be eligible to ryn for office.

2. Students must meet at least two
of the following requir ts:

2. Students must not have failed
more than one major subject.

b. Students must have served at
least one year as either official class
officer, cablnet member, governor or
licutenant governor.

¢. Students must have at loast two
major services 1o the school in addi-
tlon to the aforementio - deemed
satistactory by the faculty advisers to
ctivities and the Commission-
ers of Elections.

The new smendments make more
definito what the Election Board re-
| quires of the SGO aspirants

the

DEwey 99684
Brooklyn Hobby Heuse

FUN WITH HOBBIES AND CRAFTS!
A L»~.;~| e ni Hubbv ond

wn CONEY ISLAND AVENUE
Comer Avenue § yn, N. Y.

\

VOO ViR

COLUMBIA
UNIVERSITY

Justitute of Accounting

NEW YORK 27, N. Y.

MONDAY | TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY
January 19 | January 20 January 21 January 22 A four-year day or evening
9:15 AM. |9:15 ADL 9:15 AM. 9:15 AM. program emphasizing the
American History | English 4 years |Inter, Algebra |Trigonometry Liberal Arts, leading to &
| 3ta dear | Adv : B.S. Degree with a major in
& World |Math. 10th Year|Adv. Algebra  |Bus. Law el
Backgrounds | Bus, Arith Baokkeeping 11 'm“wpmn“r qualified
5 PO | 1:15 PO 1:15 P 1:15 PM. high school graduates secking
N carcers in Accounting.
French 2 years |Biology French 3 years |NONE bl B0
Spanish 2 years |Chemistry Spanish 3 years o B ont Gl rieaichal

James Madison High School newspaper, Madison Highway,
December 22, 1958


https://archive.org/details/brooklynpubliclibrary?and%5B%5D=subject%3A%22School+Newspapers%22&sort=titleSorter

HOME EXPLORE LEARN MORE CONTACT US The leading web archiving service
for collecting and accessing

ARCHIVE-IT cultural heritage on the web

Built at the Internet Archive

Explore >> Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library

Brooklyn Collection, Brooklyn Public Library

Archive-It Partner Since: Oct, 2017
Organization Type: Public Libraries & Local Governments

Organization URL: https:/fwww.bklynlibrary.org/brooklyncollection
Description: Brooklyn Public Library's Brooklyn Collection documents the history of Brooklyn from pre-

colonial times to the present. A unique resource for the study of Brooklyn’s social and cultural history, the
Brooklyn Collection is a distinct division of Central Library, and is BPL's only collection of archival and rare
book material. Founded in 1997 as a small book collection attached to the Library’s History Division, it has
become the world's largest public archive for the study of Brooklyn's social and cultural history in the 159th
and 20th centuries. We are part of the Community Webs program. Submit suggestions for Brooklyn-related
web content we should collect using this form.

Narrow Your Results Sites and collections from this organization are listed below. Narrow your results at left, or enter a search query

below to find a collection, site, specific URL or to search the text of archived webpages.

Subject Sort By: Count | (A-2) w
------------------- | Enter search terms here ‘ w

Society & Culture (5)
Arts & Humanities (3)

Government - Cities (3) Collections sites Search Page Text
Blogs & Social Media (2)
Universities & Libraries (2)

Page 1 of 1 (7 Total Results)

Web archive


https://archive-it.org/collections/11582

T COLLECTION

Center for Brooklyn History

({08 4 [@ Share

The Center for Brooklyn History represents a merger
between Brooklyn Public Library's Brooklyn Collection and
Brooklyn Historical Society's collections, exhibitions, and
Jcational initiatives and public

programming, including e
programs from both organizations. The Center strives to
democratize access to Brooklyn's history and is dedicated
to expanding and diversifying representation of the history of the borough by
unifying resources and expertise, and broadening reach and impact throughout
Brooklyn and beyond.

&« Search Urban Archive m

Coney Island, Baby!

By [ Brookiyn Collection [@ Share

HLEADERSHIP

April 7, 2020

Take a quick trip to the beach > and check out the
historic amusements, long-standing landmarks ‘A, and
quirky events s of Coney Island as captured by the
Brooklyn Daily Eagle pap

@ Steeplechase Park
/4 i

' 

Urban Archive

& (Asour)



https://www.urbanarchive.org/brooklynhistory

IN
THEMES RESOURCES PURSUIT Teed0m ABOUT SEARCH
OF

Introduction / Gradual Emancipation / Abolitionist Brooklyn / Crisis Decade / Civil War & Beyond / Timeline

In Pursuit of Freedom explores Brooklyn’s
anti-slavery movement from the end of the

American Revolution to the early days of
W Reconstruction through photographs,
census records, anti-slavery and local
newspapers, maps and more.

(yewvrrEcHT | o
..........‘uAv:san

INTRODUCTION GRADUAL EMANCIPATION

i y
ABOLITIONIST II”I“I CRISIS DECADE TIMELINE
B 0 ko8l A Center for Brooklyn History, Weeksville Heritage Center & @ Click here to learn about a consortium of projects funded by the U.S. Department
Irondale Ensemble Project collaboration of Education Underground Railroad Educational and Cultural Program

All Content is ©2012-2014 In Pursuit of Freedom. All Rights Reserved

In Pursuit of Freedom,
digital exhibition


http://pursuitoffreedom.org/

(1] Borrow

D Learn
@ Attend

/> BPLPresents

e m PENATE

Research Guides

Public Programs WV Our Collections WV Projects & Exhibitions W

What are research guides?

A research guide answers the question: What material does the Center for Brooklyn History have about ... ? For example, many researchers ask: What
material do you have about the history of my house? Answer: We have a research guide that summarizes the archival collections at CBH relating to housing
and building research.

Do research guides include all the resources available at CBH on a particular subject?

No. Research guides typically focus on text-based archival material. CBH has many resources readily available to researchers in the Library & Archives —
such as books, photographs, and maps — but these are not detailed in each guide. The research guides will provide suggestions about these other
resources, but will not specifically identify them as they do for archival material.

More research guides are coming!

Our staff is always creating and revising research guides to facilitate your research. If you would like to suggest a research guide that doesn’t already exist,
please email us.

Interested in tutorials to search our databases?
We've created tutorials on how to navigate some of our most used digital resources, access them below.

« Searching Brooklyn Newsstand

Research Projects and Online Exhibitions

Brooklyn stories from the Center for Brooklyn History's archives,

brought to life on the web.

COVID-19 Project

Learn about our work collecting digital content for our COVID-19

archive.




youtube.com/brooklynology
=  EYoulube Search Q B HOA

Home

é

Trending

Subscriptions

el i
302 subscribers

HOME VIDEOS PLAYLISTS CHANNELS DISCUSSION ABOUT Q

@

Library

. Introduction to the Brooklyn Collection
Introduction to the Brooklyn Collection

K}
BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY

3,728 views - 8 years ago

Welcome to the Brooklyn Collection, the local history division of
the Brooklyn Public Library. Enjoy this introduction to the
resources we offer and the services we provide.

\ BROOKLYN COLLECTION

7{1&x (&Md« 7

P o) 0:02/534



https://www.youtube.com/user/brooklynology

Virtual Programs

€ CENTER FOR BROOKLYN HISTORY

Upcoming Programs

e —
[/ ~

Public Programs ¥ [} Our Collections WV Projects & Exhibitions WV
A\ 4

Learn The Center for Brooklyn History is proud to offer weekly virtual programs. See what's coming up here!

Borrow

Attend

2 @ 0 B

BPL Presents Upcoming

o
o
o

More

Out of the Box: Brooklyn in 1896
& Thu, Mar17 @ 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm @ Virtual

bpl 126 bpl presents ) ( center for brooklyn history conversations )

The Center for Brooklyn History marks BPLs 125th Anniversary with & special series showcasing our remarkable
archives and collections. Join experts, eyewitnesses, and CBH staff as they uncover gems...

Lenapehoking: The Tenacious Myth of the Purchase of
Manhattan

& Thu, Mar 24 @ 6:30 pm to 7:30 pm @ Virtual

bpl presents center for brooklyn history ( lenapehoking virtual programming

This discussion, presented in connection with the 2022 Lenapehoking exhibition at Brooklyn Public Library,
brings together the Lenape Center’s Joe Baker and Hadrien Coumans with indigenous lawyer and...




Educator Resources

Free Digital*Curriculum, Lesson Plans, and More!

Public Programs WV Our Collections W Projects & Exhibitions ‘ Education WV l

(1] Borrow Dig deep into the history of Brooklyn with our free digital curricula and lesson plans. Here you will find .
. ) . . . : i &3 Education News from the Center for Brooklyn
9) classroom ready resources on a wide variety of local history topics. Explore curriculum kits designed to i
/) Learn History
@ ikand give educators everything they need to plan units on history topics, from innovative lesson plans that T
draw on primary sources to a comprehensive teacher’s guide and more. newsletter! We share events and resources from CBH and from
f BPL Presents cultural institutions across New York City.

(Re)connecting Brooklyn's History: Event Booklets & Recordings

(Re)connecting Brooklyn's History is CBH Education’s history series where introduce middle and high school

students and educators to historians and scholars whose work looking at Brooklyn’s past relates to issues
taughtin lhe c!e-assroom. After each historian talk, \fve make a recording of the event as well as companion African American History Resources
booklets rich with resources and lesson plans available. All can be used in the classroom. Explore them
here. The Center for Brooklyn History has educational resources for
students and educators looking to center the stories of Black
Brooklynites throughout history and in conjunction with a wide
variety of subject areas. We've put together a page of resources that
use archival sources from our collection and combine with them
Bats, Balls, Nets & Hoops: Stories of Sports in Brooklyn document-based questions, lesson plans, and activities so they are
ready for teachers to use.

The history of sports in Brooklyn provides an intriguing window on enduring issues in American history, from
civil rights to urbanization. Using case studies examining baseball legend Jackie Robinson, 1940s African-
American track star Mary DeSaussure Sobers, Prospect Park as a locus of play and basketball’s roots in

Brooklyn long before the Nets, these lessons will build upon children’s fascination with sports to explore the

way athletics have always been more than simple games. Find it here.

Get Social with CBH
Books by the Young Scholars

S
e

-
The Waterways -,
of Ih-n:u‘n 1;:»_\\)\ =) d%-:. X From the amusements of Coney Island to the sewers beneath our feet, explore the wide range of books
N i R e 3.2

wrrittan hv tha etiidante Af tha Yaiinn Qrhnlare nranram Thaca hnnlee ara tha raciilt af chiidante in 4th 12th



Accessing Our Physical Collections
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https://www.bklynlibrary.org/brooklyncollection/collections
https://www.bklynlibrary.org/

Thank youl!

Contact Us:

s cbhreference@bklynlibrary.org
X ';'- dbowers-smith@bklynlibrary.org

@ % @brooklynhistory

Blog: Brooklynology



mailto:cbhreference@bklynlibrary.org
https://www.bklynlibrary.org/blogs/Brooklynology

