
 
 
 
 

A History of the Brownstones in the 
Park Place Underhill Avenue Civic Association 

 



Where did the land under our houses come 

from ? 
The Legislature of the State of New York passed an act on 18 April 1859:  

"To Authorize, the Selection and Location of Certain Grounds for Public Parks,  

and also for a Parade Ground for the City of Brooklyn."  

 
The site chosen was referred to as Mt. Prospect Park. Its name came from the hill on which the Mt. Prospect 

Reservoir was located, near the intersection of Flatbush Avenue and present Eastern Parkway.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The initial plan for a Mt. Prospect Park was submitted by Egbert L. Viele.  

 The lands for his proposal were purchased by the city, but the Civil War intervened. 



Egbert L. Viele’s Plan for Prospect Park 1861 
 

  



Placing Viele’s plan on a current map, we see that all the houses in the PPUACA were 

originally supposed to be part of a bifurcated Prospect Park.  
 



  

 

After the Civil War, Viele’s original plan was rejected. Olmstead and Vaux were 
then offered the opportunity to design the park. 

  

 

 
 

 
                                                                                Calvert Vaux                            Frederick Law Olmstead 

They proposed that the city buy additional land so as to fulfill their dream of a park 

containing: 

 

“first, a region of open meadow, with large trees singly and in groups; 
second, a hilly district, with groves and shrubbery; and third, a lake district, 

containing a fine sheet of water, with picturesque shores and islands”. 

  



The Olmsted and Vaux plan of 1867 is shown below. 
Note that the ‘extra’ land (in beige) left room for the Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn Public Library, Mt. Prospect 

Park, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, the Brooklyn Museum, and the houses we live in today.   



After the completion of Prospect Park in the 1870s, the city took 

several decades to decide what to do with the area of Prospect Heights 

bounded by Eastern Parkway, Prospect Place and Vanderbilt Ave. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It wasn’t until the early 1890s before that development began in our 

neighborhood. 



 

 
       PPUACA houses in 1904 

 

The four blocks of Prospect Heights constituting the Park Place Underhill 

Avenue Civic Association contain about 150 row houses built as single-family 

residences.  

 

Who were the builders and architects? 

 

121 were built by William H. Reynolds, and 29 by other builders. 

 

             



Reynolds was born in Brooklyn to a father who was a builder.  Before he 

was 20, he took over his father’s business and successfully built homes 

and apartments in Bedford-Stuyvesant, Prospect Heights and Park Slope.  

Elected to the NYS Senate at age 24, but served only one 2 year term 

(1894-1896).  Published plans for a palatial home on Eastern Parkway 

and Underhill Avenue.  Developed the communities of Borough Park and 

Bensonhurst.    Owned several legitimate theatres and opera houses in 

Brooklyn and Manhattan. Developed and operated the “Dreamland” 

amusement park in Coney Island. Built Jamaica Racetrack and headed 

the Jockey Club.  Owned several yachts, a water company and a trolley 

company.  Developed the community of Laurelton in Queens.  Developed, 

and was mayor of, the City of Long Beach.  Built the Lido Beach Resort.  



Along the way he was indicted and convicted of corruption, but the decision 
was overturned on appeal.  He had very good relations with the political 
powers of the time, even though he was accidentally shot in the thigh by 
Mayor John Purroy Mitchell in 1914. 

He also was active in Manhattan real estate, and owned the lease to the 
land under the current day Chrysler Building.  Walter Chrysler bought the 
lease, but not before Reynolds had proposed building the tallest building in 
the world, of course called the “Reynolds Building”.  He died in 1931 at age 
63 and is buried in Greenwood Cemetery 





What did the neighborhood look like back then? 

 





 
 
 

What Did Vanderbilt Avenue Look Like  
When Your House Was Built? 

  
 



Looking north from Plaza Street where  
20 Plaza and 34 Plaza are located, we would see: 

 



Brooklyn Riding and Driving Club 

 





34 Plaza Street 

 







The view looking north from Sterling Place 

would look like this: 



  

 





 
 





  
P.S. 9 ‘Annex’ (built 1905) 

 

 

) 





 
 

The land where Foodtown is currently located was previously occupied by a structure called the  

Chateau du Parc. This large house dates from before 1880 and belonged to the Duryea family, of Duryea 

Presbyterian Church Fame.  By 1900 the house was owned by Peter Rouss. The 1900 Census showed that Peter 

Rouss livedwith his wife, three young children, nine servants:  2 chambermaids, 2 nursemaids, a cook, a laundress, 

a seamstress, a Japanese butler and a coachman. The coachman lived with his wife and two children above the rear 

stable. 
 
 
 
 



The Chateau du Parc was occupied until after WW II.  It continued to be used as a church, a 

school, and for meetings and music lessons until it was demolished for a Bohack supermarket 

in the early 1950s. 







Looking east down Park Place: 

                    1940 Tax Photos 



             1980 Tax Photos 



To investigate the history of a typical house in the PPUABA, let’s start with  

how the Landmark Preservation Report describes each house.  



 

Let’s check how the Landmark Preservation Report 

Describes Our House - 300 Park Place 













Ten months later on 10/7/1898 Reynolds sold 300 Park Place to Helen M. Plaisted, the 

wife of Howard H. Plaisted. Helen Plaisted came from a politically connected family, the 

Ferguesons of Bensonhurst.  Her father had been supervisor of the Town of New Utrecht 

before becoming Municipal Court Judge for the 5th Judicial District in Brooklyn. 

Howard may have received a position as a tax commissioner with the aid of his father-

in-law.  Helen was quite active socially and belonged to many Brooklyn organizations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They were childless however, and before 1905 moved to smaller quarters, renting a two 

story brownstone at 622 Jefferson Avenue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, although still keeping 

a servant. Howard may have received a position as a tax commissioner with the aid of 

his father-in-law.     





Between the years 1903 and 1905 Henry N. Dubois bought 300 Park Place.  
Henry’s family owned a prosperous dock building and dredging firm dating back 
to the1870s. 
Henry N. DuBois listed his occupation as a contractor and eventually inherited his 

family’s dredging and dock building business.   

 

   

 

 

 

 

                            Manhattan Corporation Directory 1909 

 

The family must have been quite well off because they soon commissioned the building 

of a tugboat in 1910 named the Henry N. Dubois.  



As the economy faltered after the 1929 ‘crash’, the ‘upper 
crust’ were no longer moving to Park Place.  Roomers and 
lodgers were required to meet the mortgage costs.   
 
Our house’s next owners, the Heaney family, owned the 
house from the late ‘20s into the mid ‘60s.  They were a 
fairly typical family of the depression era: older, no 
profession, no young children, and taking in boarders to 
meet expenses.  
 
In 1930 the house was worth ~$14,000 and in 1940 it was 
worth ~$11,000. 
 
In 1898 the Park Place houses sold for prices in the range of 
$12,000 or so. 



10-10-1967   Jocelyne Saintillus to Eldad Jean-Francois  (lived at 295 St Johns P) 

 

9/2/1968   Eldad Jean-Francois (lived at 295 St Johns P) to Jocelyne Pierre  

 

6/18/1974   Jocelyne Pierre to George and Laurie Guilfoyle  

 

5/24/1977   George and Laurie Guilfoyle to Kennedy/Gately  

  

Brooklyn Address Books, or “criss-cross” directories are available on microfilm at the  

BPL in the Brooklyn Collection for the years 1929-1986.  NY Telephone listings for 300  

Park Place for the indicated years are shown below. 

 

Federal Census data is not currently available beyond the 1940 Census.  Using on-line  

Property Transaction Records it was possible to search for property transactions going 

back to 1966.  The last documented owner after Annie Heaney (died sometime ~1963-1964)  

was Jocelyne Saintillus. 



 

 

 

It appears that our house was a rooming house while owned by the Heaney family 

from the late 1920s into the early 1960s. In 1966 the C/O was changed to a two 

family house, perhaps after the property had been sold to Jocelyne Saintillus 

sometime between 1963 and 1967.   

  

None of the listed owners between the Heaneys and the Guilfoyles (1964 to 1974) 

had a telephone listing at 300 PP. These owners probably did not live at 300 PP 

during this period, but used it as a rental property.  

 

The Guilfoyles, who purchased the house from Jocelyne Pierre in 1974, had a 

tenant on the ground floor in 1977 when we arrived. 



 
 

302 Park Place 
  
 1900 Census: 
John Schultz   Head   37 France  Clothing Contractor for Spanish-American War 
Jennie Shultz   Wife   34 France 
Arthur Schultz   Son   15 New York 
Kitty Cunningham  Domestic  22 Ireland 
Annie Anderson  Domestic  19 Sweden 
  1910 Census: 
Theodore Newman  Head   58   Wholesale Oil Dealer   
Lottie Newman  Wife   55 
Henry Irwin, Jr.  Son-in-law  34   Stock Broker 
Florence Irwin   Daughter  30 
Theodore Irwin  Son   8 
Henry Irwin III   Son   6 
Robert P.   Son   4 
Delia Gilmore   Servant  30 Ireland 
Bridget McCarthy  Servant  35 Ireland 
  1920 Census: 
Theodore Newman  Head   67   Treasurer, Standard Oil Co, Lubrication Division 
Lottie Newman  Wife   64 
Nora McCarthy  Servant  30 Ireland 
Delia Gilmore   Servant  35 Ireland 
 
In 1926 Theodore Newman dies, following shortly after the death of his wife. 
 
 1930 Census:  No Record 
 1940 Census:  No Record 
 



302 Park Place may not have been occupied after the death of Theodore Newman in 1926. 

 
The building was auctioned off in 1940 as an empty twelve room house.  
 
Sometime after 1940 the house was sold to Ernest Boerner and his wife Elsie who were living there 
in 1945. 
 
It was converted to a multiple family building in 1960. 
 
 5/6/1960     C/O multiple family dwelling 
 
Estate of Elsie Boerner    to               Donald Fanus/Marcel Chabot 4-29-1970 
                                                                           Lived in Manhattan  
 
 10/10/1972    C/O to two family house 
 
Fanus/Chabot            to              Richard/Carol Cherry   1-29-1973 
 
Richard/Carol Cherry        to              Denise/Marc Gordon   6-9-1988 
 
 
The leading skeleton found in the closet for 302 is the unresolved death of Jennie Schultz who 
may have been murdered? by her husband in 1900. 
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To research other houses within the PPUA Civic Association area,  

the following links and suggestions might be helpful: 
 

  
 
“Prospect Heights Historic District Designation Report”.  This can be found on-line at: 

http://s-media.nyc.gov/agencies/lpc/lp/2314.pdf 
 
Census Data is available through Ancestry.com.  Ancestry is a paid subscription service, but the 
Brooklyn Public Library provides free access via four computers located in the Brooklyn Collection, 
not on-line. Ancestry is NOT SEARCHABLE BY ADDRESS, only by name.   
 
However the 1940 Census data is searchable by address if you use this website below to obtain the 
ED, or the enumeration district:  https://stevemorse.org/census/unified.html?year=1940 
Then use the ED to find the address and the occupants of your house. The search may take a while.  
 
After obtaining the residents of your house in 1940, you can use Ancestry to go back to the1930 
census and search by name. If the 1940 residents were living elsewhere in 1930, then use the next-
door neighbors to find your house’s residents in 1930 etc.   When searching the ED (enumeration 
district) pages remember that if the resident of your house was not at home when the census 
enumerator came, the enumerator would return at a later date.  However this data may require a 
search through the pages of the entire ED since it would be listed further on.  
 
The ED for my house in 1940 was 24-1194B and contained 18 pages. 
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‘Criss-cross’ directories are available on microfilm from 1929 through 1986 at the BPL.  

In the process of researching 300 PP, I collected some but not all the data from the  

‘criss-cross’ phone books of 1945-1974 for addresses between 280 and 344 PP. 

 

The Brooklyn Daily Eagle is available on-line through the BPL website:  

http://bklyn.newspapers.com 

The New York Times search engine is available on-line for subscribers:   

http://www.nytimes.com 

 

Digitized Brooklyn City Directories available on-line through the BPL website:    

https://archive.org/details/brooklynpubliclibrary?sort=date&and[]=subject%3A%22Brooklyn%22          

Brooklyn Directories are available on microfilm from 1796 through 1914. 

 

Old digitized maps available through the New York Public Library website:  

http://www.nypl.org/collections/nypl-recommendations/guides/fire-topo-property-maps 

Non-digitized old maps of our area (Brooklyn Atlases from 1880, 1888 and 1904) are available in the 

Brooklyn Collection at the BPL. 
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1940 and 1980 Tax Photos available at:    

https://stevemorse.org/vital/nyctaxphotos.html 

 

Digitized city real estate records are available at: 

http://www.oasisnyc.net/map.aspx   

Enter your address and click the location report tab on the upper right side of the page, then press 
SEARCH.  A map, and your house’s position will appear.  Just about all of the digitized property 
information is a few clicks away using the links to the right.  Note that the “year built” data is 
approximate. 

 

You can find a lot of information from http://www.oasisnyc.net/map.aspx but not all city 
documents have been scanned into the system. 

If you have the time, energy and ability to accept disappointment you also could visit the 
Department of Buildings across from Borough Hall. 

The ‘building permit’ for 300PP from 1897 was found by our neighbor Madonna McGinty stashed 
with other documents for the row of buildings behind us on Sterling Place (also built by William 
Reynolds). 
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280 Park Place was inhabited from1898 until 1938 by Dr. Charles Goodman.  He had a distinguished career 
as a physician. He served as president of the NYS Medical Society and was Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Berkeley Institute (Berkeley Carroll School). When he passed away in 1938, another 
physician moved in and took over the practice.  
 
Dr. Jesse T. Duryea, former superintendent of Kings Co. Psychiatric Hospital, purchased 282 in 1898, and 
subsequently Dr. James Gelson, a dentist, practiced there for at least two decades. 

 

Another dentist, Dr. James Dunn, practiced for over two decades at 289 Park Place.  

 

Dr. Frederick Schroeder, a well known surgeon of the time, practiced for over 30 years at 290 Park Place. 

 

Dr. Augustus Harris, another surgeon, practiced for at least three decades at the 306 Park Place. 

 

In addition to the lawyers, factory owners, real estate brokers and importers there were also, of course, the 
servants, butlers, cooks, maids and chauffeurs.  Ethnicities of both the ‘upstairs’ and the ‘downstairs’ 
residents of early 20th century Park Place would be an interesting study. 

 

In the early days of the 20th Century our block was a veritable 

“Doctors Row” 


