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Generalizing

Generalizing behaviors simply means when you ask your dog to perform a behavior, your dog
understands the behavior meansthe samethingno matter where you are or what you are
doing.

Dogsdo notgeneralize welland they certainly donotgeneralize tothe samedegreethat
humanscan.Thiscanleadtoalotoffrustrationforyou andyourdog. Mistakingabehaviorthat
hasnotbeengeneralizedasnon- compliance can betruly detrimental foryour relationship.

Howmanytimes have you thought, “Idon’t know why he’snot doing it, hedoesitall the time
at home?” This is because your dog doesn’t understand that your cues and his behaviors
meanthesamethingin every scenario. Sometimes doing something as simple as turning your
bodyinadifferentdirectionormovingadifferentbodypartwhenyouask for a behavior can
completely confuse your dog.

Ifyouwantabehaviortobecomeuniversalandforyourdogtogeneralize well,you must
broadenthecriteriaforperformingthatbehaviorassoon asyou can. Once you have your dog
responding consistentlytoacue

foraspecificbehavior, youshould start generalizingit. Youmust get your dog to perform the
behavior on different surfaces (grass, concrete, carpet, wood, gravel), in different places (kitchen,
bathroom, the park,

PetSmart), withdifferentsounds(TVon, TV off,asthedoorbellrings, the teapot whistles, while
dogs are barking), and near different objects (near a dumpster,atree,aparkedcar,anewperson).
Onlythenwillabehaviorbe generalized.

This concept is especially important with behaviors that aid in safety. Can your dog respond to
Come When Called when thereisasquirrelin front of him? How doeshe knowtoleave adead
bird, ifyou've onlyused Leave Itwithtreatsandtoys?Preparingyourdogbygeneralizing
behaviorsis theanswertobothquestions.Itcould bethedifferencebetweenahappy, healthy
life and a serious injury or worse.
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Tips for Generalizing

Make it Easy

« Start by practicing the behavior in the place you first taught it, before goingintoa new
scenario; thiswayit’s freshinyour dog’s mind.

+ Giveyourdogtimetocalmdownandadjusttothenewscenario before you start.
+ Usethebesttreats whenyou start generalizing a behavior.

«  Start with some basic focusing behaviors, like Automatic Focus and Hand Target, to build
confidencewhenyou’reinanew scenario.

«  “Jackpot”bygivingyourdogmanytreats,oneatatime,whenyou reward the behavior in
the new scenario.

+ Bevery encouraging and enthusiastic about successes. You should truly be proud!

When beginning the generalization process, you can “shape” the behavior byrewarding progress
evenifitdoesn’tlookperfectatfirst. Remember, foryour dog, thisbehavior may not mean the
samethinginadifferent scenario.Forexample,ifyouhaveashorterdogwhodoesn’tlikesitting
in grass, start with very short grassand work your way to taller grass.

Body Position

+ Startbyaskingyourdogtoperformthebehaviorwhileyouare standingdirectlyin
frontofhimtorefreshyourdogontheskill.

+ Askforthebehaviorasyou turnyourbody to the left.

+ Repeat with your body turned to the right.

+ Takeone step to the rightand cue.

+ Take one step to the left and cue.

+ Rotate 180 degrees and ask for the behavior.

+  Begin moving random body parts (raise hand, lift foot off ground) as you cue the behavior.

Repeateachstepuntilconsistent. Onlymoveontothenextstepineach scenario once you have
achieved a high success rate in the previous step. Onceyouarehavingconsistentsuccesswitheach
stepindividually,you can begin combining, varying the steps, and increasing difficulty.
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