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Name  Finding the main 
idea and details

On a piece of paper, finish this story: When I was on safari, I looked up and saw  
a herd of elephants. Underline the main idea.

What a Nose!
An elephant’s trunk is probably the most useful nose in the world. Of course, it  

is used for breathing and smelling, like most noses are. However, elephants also  
use their trunks like arms and hands to lift food to their mouths. They suck water  
into their trunks and pour it into their mouths to get a drink. Sometimes they spray  
the water on their backs to give themselves a cool shower. An adult elephant  
can hold up to four gallons of water in its trunk. Elephants can use their trunks to  
carry heavy things, such as logs that weigh up to 270 kilograms! The tip of the trunk 
has a little knob on it that the elephant uses like a thumb. An elephant can use  
the “thumb” to pick up something as small as a coin. Trunks are also used for 
communication. Two elephants that meet each other touch their trunks to each 
other’s mouth, kind of like a kiss. Sometimes a mother elephant will calm her baby 
by stroking it with her trunk. Can your nose do all those things?

Find the statement below that is the main idea of the story. Write M.I. in the  
elephant next to it. Then find the details of the story. Write D in the elephant next  
to each detail. Be careful! There are two sentences that do not belong in this story.

 
Elephants use their trunks to 
greet each other, like giving 
a kiss.

Some people like to ride 
on elephants.

Elephants use their trunks to 
give themselves a shower.

Elephants have very useful  
noses.

Elephants use their noses for 
smelling and breathing.

Elephants can carry heavy  
things with their trunks.

Mother elephants calm their 
babies by stroking them with 
their trunks.

Elephants use their trunks to  
eat and drink.

Giraffes are the tallest animals  
in the world.
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Name  Identifying story 
elements

The Math Contest

Every Friday, Mr. Jefferson, the math teacher, held a contest for his students.  
Sometimes they played math baseball. Sometimes they had math relays with  
flash cards. Other times, they were handed a sheet of paper with a hundred  
multiplication problems on it. The student who finished fastest with the most  
correct answers won the contest. One Friday, there was a math bee. It was similar 
to a spelling bee, except the students worked math problems in their heads.  
There was fierce competition, until finally, everyone was out of the game except 
Riley and Rhonda. Mr. Jefferson challenged them with problem after problem, but 
both students continued to answer correctly every time. It was almost time for 
class to end, so Mr. Jefferson gave them the same difficult problem. They had to 
work it in their heads. Riley thought hard and answered, “20.” Rhonda answered, 
“18.” Finally they had a winner! 

Answer each question below.

 1. Name the three people in the story.  _______________________, 
 ________________, and ___________________

 2. Circle where the story takes place.            
  a. in the gym            b. in the cafeteria            c. in Mr. Jefferson’s classroom

 3. Circle the problem in the story.       
  a. Mr. Jefferson held the contest on Thursday.                                              
  b. Class was almost over, and the contest was still tied.                                    c. Riley and Rhonda both answered incorrectly. 

 4. Who answered the difficult question correctly?  ____________

To find out who won the game, work the 
problem below in your head. Write the  
answer on the blank.

  6 + 4 + 6 – 4 – 4 + 6 + 6 = ______

Now, to see if you are correct, circle only the 
6’s and 4’s in the box. The answer will appear.
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Story elements are the different parts of a story. The characters are the people, animals, 
or animated objects in the story. The setting is the place and time in which the story takes 
place. The plot of the story includes the events and often includes a problem and a  
solution. 
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