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Name  Understanding the 
reading process

Tim Can Read
Tim is a good reader. He  

uses clues to help him read. First, 
he looks at the picture. That helps 
him know what the story is about. 
Next, he reads the title of the  
story. Now he knows a little more. 
As he reads the story, the words 
make pictures in his mind.

Colour in the book beside the correct answer. 

 1. Who is Tim?  

     a good reader    a math whiz

     
 2. What does Tim do first? 

     reads the story    looks at the picture 

     
 3. What else helps Tim know what the story will be about? 

     the title      the page number 

     
 4. As he reads, what makes pictures in Tim’s mind? 

     the letters     the words 

Now you can try reading the stories in this book the way that Tim does. If you do, you will be  
a good reader, too! Write the name of your favourite book here.
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Name  Finding the main idea

Trucks
The main idea tells what the whole story is about.

Trucks do important work. Dump trucks carry away sand and 
rocks. Cement trucks have a barrel that turns round and round. 
They deliver cement to workers who are making sidewalks. Fire 
trucks carry water hoses and firefighters. Gasoline is delivered in 
large tank trucks. Flatbed trucks carry wood to the people who  
are building houses.  

Find the sentence in the story that tells the main idea. Write it in the 
circle below. Then draw a line from the main idea to all the trucks that 
were described in the story. 

Write the sentence that tells the main idea on another sheet of paper. Draw a picture that  
tells about the sentence.
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