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Name  Finding the main idea 
and details

The Milky Way

  Detail:
 4.    The Milky Way  

 looks like a milky 
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

stripe in the sky.

      Detail:
  3.        It is a 
  ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
   -shaped galaxy.

                Detail:
 2. There are many 
  other galaxies in   

___ ___ ___ ___ ___  
       space.

Detail:
      1.     A galaxy is a  

     grouping of   
___ ___ ___ ___ ___.

Main Idea:
 The Milky Way

is our
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___.

     Detail:
 6.     Scientists 

 believe there             
   are about  
  ___ ___ ___ 

       billion stars in it.

Detail:
 5. One of the stars in  

the Milky Way is  
the ___ ___ ___.

What do you think of when you hear the words, “Milky Way”? Do you think of  
a candy bar? Well, there is another Milky Way, and you live in it! It is our galaxy. A 
galaxy is a grouping of stars. Scientists have learned that there are many galaxies 
in outer space. The Milky Way is a spiral-shaped galaxy with swirls of stars spinning 
out from the center of it. Scientists believe there are about 200 billion stars in the 
Milky Way. One of those stars is the sun. Nine planets orbit the sun. One of them is 
Earth. Even from Earth, on a clear night away from city lights, you can see part of 
the Milky Way. It is called that because so many stars close together look like a 
milky white stripe across the sky. However, if you looked at it with a telescope, you 
would see that it is made up of thousands of stars.

Complete the main idea and 
each detail about the story.

The main idea of a story tells what the story is mostly about. Details in a story tell more 
information about the main idea.
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Name  Finding the main idea 
and details

Wagon Train
Will and Kate thought it would be a great adventure to travel west with the  

wagon train. In the spring of 1880, their family left their home in the east and joined 
a wagon train headed across the prairies. For months, their only home was the 
wagon. A large canvas was spread over metal hoops on top of the wagon to 
make a roof. Will helped his father oil the canvas so that the rain would slide off 
and keep them dry inside. Each day Kate and Will gathered wood as they  
walked beside the wagon. In the evening when the wagons stopped, Kate and 
her mother built a campfire for cooking supper. They hauled supplies with them so 
that they could cook beans and biscuits. Sometimes the men went hunting and 
brought back fresh deer meat or a rabbit for stew. When it rained for several  
days, the roads were so muddy that the wagons got stuck. There was always  
danger of snakes and bad weather. There were rivers and mountains to cross. 
There was no doctor to take care of those who got sick or injured. Will and Kate 
were right. Travelling with a wagon train was a great adventure, but it was a very 
hard life.

Unscramble the words to make a complete sentence that tells the main idea.

wagon dangerous. on a Life hard and was train _________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

Choose a word from the wagon to complete each detail.

 1. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ the canvas   
 
 2. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

wood

 3. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___  over a 
campfire

 4. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ supplies 

 5. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ for meat    

 6. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ out 
for snakes

 7. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ for  
the rain to stop      

 8. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ rivers 
and mountains   

 9. ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ sick or 
hurt with no doctor to help

getting      gathering      hunting  

oiling      waiting      hauling   

crossing       cooking     watching 
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