Name Finding the main idea

/dM

Mail Call

. The main idea tells what a story or paragraph is mostly about.

Read the letters Tyler wrote from camp and those he received. Write the main idea for
each letter.

Dear Mom and Dad, Saturday, July 7
Camp is great! | have met a lot of new friends. Noah is from Mississauga, Sami is
from Barrie and Louis is from St. John's. We have a great time together, swimming,
canoeing, hiking, and playing tricks on other campers! Every night, we sneak over to
another cabin. We then try to scare the other campers either by making scary noises

or by throwing things at their cabin. [t's so funny to see them run out screaming! Now
dont worry, Mom. I'm not going to get caught like | did last year.

One thing that is different from last year is how many bugs there arel | khow that
scientists discover 7 to 10 thousand new kinds of insects each year, and | think they
could discover even more herel | have at least 100 itchy mosquito bites and about 20
fire ant bites. Every time | go outside, horseflies chase me, tool Other than all these
buggy bugs, I'm having the best timel

Love,
Tyler
Main idea
Dear Tyler, Tuesday, July 10

Are you sure you are okay? All of those bugs sound awfull Have you used all of the
“Itch-Be-Gone” cream | got you? You know how your feet swell if you don’t use the
cream! How about the “Ants 'R Awful” lotion for the ant bites? You and your Aunt
Ethel have always seemed to attract those nasty fire ants.

Now Tyler, I am very happy that you have met some new friends and that you are
having fun together. However, you MUST stop trying to scare other campers. Remember,
honey, some campers may frighten easily. | want you to apologize for any anxiety you
may have caused them and start being the nice, polite boy that | know you are. Do you
hear me, Tyler? Flease be careful. | want you home safely.

Love,
Mom

Main idea
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Dear Steven, Saturday, July 7
Camp is amazing this year! Our guides help us do the coolest stuff. Like yesterday, we
hiked for six kilometres until we found this awesome spring. Then we used a rope hanging on
a tree to jump in the water. | went so high that | made a huge splash! Thursday, our guides
took us rowing. We rowed to this little island where we made a bonfire. We roasted the fish
we had caught. My fish was the biggest, of coursel
Last night, we collected a big bunch of frogs in a bag. Then we put the bag under a bed
in another cabin while they were all at the campfire. When they got back, the frogs were all
over their cabin. We laughed so hard! | know they're going get us back. I've seen them
planning. | can't wait to see what they try. Heyl How's the leg? Sure wish you were herel
Your friend,
Tyler

Main idea

Dear Tyler, Tuesday, July 10

That’s great you're having so much funl | wish | were there. All | do is sit around
bumming out, thinking about all the fun you are having. | can’t believe | broke my leg two
days before camp started. My mom keeps letting me watch movies and play video games,
but | think I've seen everything and played everything. | just know | won’t be happy again
until this cast is off.

Your new friends sound great! Sure wish | was there helping you guys play tricks on
the other campers. Remember last year when we smeared honey all over another cabin
and all those bees came? That was so funny — except the part where we had to scrub all
the cabins clean wearing hot, protective gear. 'm still surprised they let you come back
this summer!

Heyl What's up with all the bugs? Your mom called my mom all worried about a bunch
of bugs or something. Have fun and write soon!

Your friend,
Steven

Main idea

W/ Reada newspaper article about a foreign place. On a piece of paper, write the main
@ idea for each paragraph.
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