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Name  Using context clues

Try This!
When you are reading, do you get stuck on words that you don’t know? Does not  
knowing a word make it hard to understand what you are reading? This idea can help 
you. Use context clues to figure out what the word is. That means think about the other 
words in the sentence. What clues do they give? Then ask yourself what other word  
would make sense there.

What do you think the underlined word means in each sentence below? 
Circle the meaning that makes sense. Then rewrite each sentence using the 
meaning instead of the underlined word.

 1. My domino has two white pips, and yours has five.  

    baby dogs          spots          long metal tubes 

   ____________________________________________________________________

 
 2. A grey fulmar flew by the cruise ship. 

    lizard          swordfish          seabird 

   ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 
 3. The queen had a beautiful necklace made of jasper.

    a green stone          yellow pudding          wet snow

   ____________________________________________________________________

 
 4. My sister is the best flutist in the high school band.

    waitress          runner          flute player 

   ____________________________________________________________________

Write a meaning for this nonsense word: zeebit. Use it in a sentence on another piece of paper. 
See if a friend can guess the meaning of your word by looking at the clues in the sentence.

1-24_Schol_RCGr2.indd   12 1/17/18   1:08 PM

Scholastic Success With Reading Comprehension • Grade 2 13

Name  Finding the main idea

Moon Walk
The main idea tells what the whole story is about.

Neil Armstrong was an astronaut. He made history on July 20, 1969.  
He was the first man to walk on the moon! When he stepped on the moon, 
he said, “That’s one small step for [a] man, one giant leap for mankind.”  
Millions of people were watching this amazing event on TV. It was an  
awesome thing to look up at the moon that night and know that a man  
was walking around on it! For years, people had wondered if there would  
be moon creatures living there. But the only things Armstrong found were 
moon rocks and moon dust.

Draw a line connecting the correct star words that tell the main idea  
of the story. Begin at Earth. Some star words will not be used.

Write a short story with this title: “My Trip to the Moon.”  
Underline the main idea of the story.
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