In the Martin & Sylvia: Saturdays! story “The Tree Key,” Momma

=~ teaches Martin and Sylvia how to identify a tree without using its

leaves. Trees, like people, have lots of different characteristics.

You can try it too by starting tree’s branches. Does it have
branches that are opposite each other or alternating? Now
look at the bark - does it have deep up and down grooves,
shallow crisscross cracks, thin lines that go back and forth - or
some other kind of barke How about the twigs? Are there any
horseshoe shaped ‘leaf scars’ or gatherings of buds at the end?

No matter what you see, you can notice all the differences and
later, when you have a tree key from the library or bookstore,
you can quickly figure out what kind of tfree you were studying!
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