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m TRAVEL EMERGENCY ALERT — MARCH 2026

Over 26,000+ Flights Affected | Winter Storm lona | Spring Break Chaos | Act Now
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What Is Happening With US Flights in March 2026?

Winter Storm lona — a powerful bomb cyclone — swept across the United States beginning March 15, 2026, triggering the
worst aviation chaos since the pandemic. Blizzard conditions blanketed the Upper Midwest and Great Lakes region while
severe tornado threats raced toward the East Coast, creating a perfect storm for nationwide flight disruptions during the
busiest spring break travel period of the year.

Compounding the crisis: a partial government shutdown (since Feb. 14) thinned TSA staffing at major checkpoints, forcing
Philadelphia airport to temporarily close three security lanes. Spring break crowds and March Madness fans packed
already-strained terminals, leaving passengers stranded for days — not hours.

On Monday, March 16 alone, more than 4,800 U.S. flights were canceled and delays topped 12,800. Recovery efforts
stretched into Tuesday with 1,100+ more cancellations and 7,300 additional delays. The cumulative total surpassed 26,000
affected flights across the multi-day event.

Hardest-Hit Airports — March 15-18, 2026

Chicago O'Hare (ORD) 1,000+ 6-hour avg m Severe
Minneapolis-St. Paul (MSP) 612 (73% of departures) Widespread m Critical
Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson (ATL) 500+ Mon / 230+ Tue 770+ Tue m Major
New York LaGuardia (LGA) 450+ 194 min avg dep m Major
Chicago Midway (MDW) 100+ Moderate m Moderate
Charlotte Douglas (CLT) Significant Ground Stop m Major
Ronald Reagan National (DCA) Significant Ground Stop m Major
JFK (New York) Notable 194 min avg m Moderate
Boston Logan (BOS) 44+ Moderate m Moderate

Airline Cancellation Rankings & Active Waivers
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American Airlines 574+ (highest) m YES aa.com | Mar 2026

Southwest Airlines 400+ / 27 on Mar 7 m YES 1-800-435-9792 | No change fees
Delta Air Lines 400+ m YES - Extended = delta.com | Waiver to Mar 24
United Airlines Significant m YES united.com | Mar 12-20

Spirit Airlines Notable m YES spirit.com | Storm waiver active
SkyWest Airlines Significant (Mar 7) m YES Via partner airlines

British Airways / Lufthansa Trans-Atlantic m YES JFK/BOS/IAD — no fees

mm American Airlines recorded the highest cancellation rate during the March 2026 storm event with 574+ flights grounded.
Passengers are urged to check aa.com or call the number above to rebook under the active storm waiver — no change fees

apply.

Your Action Plan: What To Do If Your Flight Is Canceled

Check Your Flight Status Immediately
STEP 1 Visit FlightAware.com or your airline's app RIGHT NOW. Do not wait at the airport — check online first so you can
rebook before seats fill up.

Activate Your Airline Waiver
STEP 2 All major carriers (American, Delta, United, Southwest, Spirit) have active storm waivers. You can rebook at NO extra
charge, same cabin and route. Log into your airline account or call the airline directly.

Know Your DOT Rights

The US Department of Transportation mandates full CASH refunds (not just vouchers) for canceled domestic flights
— within 7 business days of request. Do not accept a voucher if you prefer a refund. File claims via airline or DOT
Aviation Consumer Protection.

STEP 3

Consider Alternate Airports
STEP 4 Chicago Midway (MDW) for O'Hare travelers. DCA or IAD for DC. EWR or JFK for NYC. Nearby airports often have
more availability and shorter lines.

Save All Receipts
STEP 5 Meals, hotel stays, and alternate transportation costs may be reimbursable. Keep every receipt and submit a claim to
your airline after travel.

Book Early Morning Flights
STEP 6 Early departures are far less likely to be caught in cascading delays. If rebooking, always choose the earliest
available flight to your destination.
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Storm Timeline — March 2026 Flight Disruptions

Mar 7, 2026 Thunderstorms, snow/ice at O'Hare, Atlanta, Denver 5,322+
Mar 15, 2026 Winter Storm lona begins — blizzard hits Upper Midwest 1,800+ 4,000+
Mar 16 (Mon) Storm peaks — Midwest + East Coast severe weather 4,800+ 12,800+
Mar 17 (Tue) Recovery day — ongoing disruptions nationwide 1,100+ 7,300+
Mar 18, 2026 East Coast tornado risks — recovery continues 500+ 4,200+
Mar 19-24 Full recovery expected — monitor advisories Ongoing Reducing

Top 10 Tips to Avoid Flight Cancellation Chaos

1. Book the earliest morning flight — first departures have the least downstream delay risk.
2. Use airline apps to rebook BEFORE calling — apps often have faster waiver processing.
3. Check FlightAware or FlightRadar24 for real-time live status on any flight.

4. Sign up for airline text/email alerts so you know the moment your flight is affected.

5. Consider alternate nearby airports — MDW instead of ORD, EWR instead of JFK.

6. Book refundable fares or use travel insurance during storm season (Mar—May).

7. Arrive 2.5 hrs early for domestic, 3.5 hrs for international (TSA lines are longer).

8. Keep all receipts — meal vouchers, hotels, Uber — they may be reimbursable.

9. Know you are entitled to a CASH refund (not just a voucher) for canceled flights.

10. For the fastest rebooking help, call your airline directly. Have your booking reference ready.

Frequently Asked Questions — March 2026 Flight Cancellations

Q: Which airlines have the most cancellations in March 20267

A: American Airlines led with 574+ cancellations, followed by Southwest (400+), Delta (400+), and United Airlines. SkyWest also recorded
high numbers on March 7 due to thunderstorms and ice at Chicago O'Hare.

Q: Can | get a cash refund for my canceled flight?
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A: Yes. The US DOT requires airlines to offer full cash refunds — not just vouchers — for any canceled domestic flight, within 7 business
days. You do NOT have to accept a travel credit. File directly with your airline or via DOT's Aviation Consumer Protection portal.

Q: What airports were most affected by the March 2026 storm?

A: Chicago O'Hare (1,000+ cancellations), Minneapolis-St. Paul (612 cancellations, 73% of departures), Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson
(500+), New York LaGuardia (450+), and Charlotte Douglas all saw ground stops and major disruptions.

Q: How long will delays continue after Winter Storm lona?

A: Airlines expected full recovery by March 18-24. However, tornado threats continued along the DC—Raleigh—New York corridor on
March 16-17, extending disruptions. Monitor FAA advisories and your airline app daily.

Q: Are there no-fee rebooking options available?

A: Yes. Delta, United, American, Southwest, and Spirit all activated storm waivers. These allow travelers to rebook without any change
fees, keeping the same cabin class and origin/destination cities. Check airline apps or websites.

Q: Why are airport security lines so long in March 20267

A: A partial government shutdown that began February 14 reduced TSA staffing. Philadelphia temporarily closed 3 security checkpoints.
Travelers should arrive 2.5 hours early for domestic flights and 3.5 hours for international.

[J Flight Canceled or Delayed? Get Expert Help NOW

Rebook without fees ¢ Get cash refunds ¢ Find alternate routes ¢ Real-time flight tracking

m CALL NOW: (855) 321-3534

Available 24/7 | Storm Waivers | No Change Fees | US DOT Refund Assistance

FlightAware Data | March 2026 | Need help rebooking? Call (855) 321-3534




