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Untext: Pictures for 

parents and teachers 

UGPP Year 2 VCSB | November 2020 | Semester 3 | 

Cycle 2 | Studio | Final Project: ‘Where Does Food 

Come From?’ | Manasvini 

This Studio was structured over four weeks-  

 Week 1- Self and Practices 

 Week 2- The Idea of Untext and its Meanings 

 Week 3- Education: Outcomes for the Community 

 Week 4- Creative Outcomes  

My final project involved ‘Untexting’ a concept from an NCERT textbook. I chose to work 

with the chapter ‘Food’ from a Science textbook for the 6
th

 standard (11-12 year olds).  

Before I got down to actually working with the content in the textbook, there was a series of 

exercises that I was asked to engage with, so as to create a context for the project. 

1. To closely research the work and practice of an ‘Untexter’- someone who was 

working at the intersection of education, art, design, writing and/or creative 

expression. I chose to look at American artist, illustrator and educator, Lynda Barry.  
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2. To create two portraits, drawing from my own education of A. someone who helped 

(adult/ peer) and B. someone who was significant.  

The first portrait is of my Psychology teacher who helped me navigate not only my 

course work, but also the ups and downs that came with a new school and the 

transition of young to absolute adulthood; while the second is of one of the closest 

friends I made at the time, who to date, is one of the most important people in my life.  
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3. To create an initial outline of how I was planning to break down the text. 
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4. To build a scenario and character based on the roles played by the two people (whose 

portraits were drawn), to create a persona, who would then be the user for whom I 

redesigned the concept/ topic. This scenario is based on the life and experiences of the 

maid who works at my house. 
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Below are images of the original text 
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Based on the feedback that I received for my initial ideas, I revamped my form, thus creating 

the second iteration of my proposal.  
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However, once I created a scaled down prototype and then a prototype to scale, I realised that 

my piece needed one more remodel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 15 of 23 

 

 



Page 16 of 23 

 

Having landed on my form, when I presented my final iteration, I was given the suggestion to 

consider creating a more democratic form- one that a child/ adult could get printed out 

anywhere and then fold down to a more optimal size. And so, I decided to create a zine using 

a sheet of paper 11.7 x 16.5 inches (A3).  
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