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GOLF NT 2023 AGM – PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

2023 has been a busy year for Golf NT.  In March we signed – as did most other jurisdictions – a new 
service agreement (2023 to 2028) with GA, and I thank GA staff member David Greenhill for his 
significant contribution toward that.  Nationally, golf administration has continued to become more 
cohesive.  As a sport, we are on a very good path.  Relationships within and between the various 
National, Territory, and State jurisdictions – including the PGA and WPGA and other stakeholders – 
have strengthened, with regular, robust, and healthy discourse helping to achieve this.  All GA 
Member State/Territory golf administrations are part of the national conversation. 

Both GA and the R&A have recently shared research evidence such as the Community Benefits of Golf 
in Australia Report supporting previously held theories about the mental and physical health benefits 
of golf.  GA has also worked closely with golf facilities across the country to help bolster participation, 
and has engaged with politicians, to build on the evidence that golf is a great benefit to our 
community. 

This has been the first full year of operations driven by the Australian Golf Strategy.  The strategy has 
been implemented numerous ways in the NT this year, such as;   

• Continued growth of the Australian Golf Foundation Junior Girls Scholarship – three clubs 
involved with 19 total scholarship recipients. 

• A new Golf NT logo in the very near future to support the national collaboration. 
• Improved diversity and inclusivity – clubs progressing their endeavours to join the R&A 

Women in Golf Charter.  
• GA staff members Luke Bates and Damien de Bohun visit to Katherine during the Country 

Championships, and other various GA staff visits to NT – one of Scott Simons visits included 
the accreditation of six new Community Instructors. 

• A number of clubs took up the invitation to work with the GA Clubs and Facilities team to 
review governance procedures and their constitution.  Note: The GNT constitution may, 
subject to this meeting, receive a tweak today and will be more comprehensively reviewed 
over the coming year.  This review does not mean automatic change, just a check-up. 

• First two TeeMates events. 
• Increased school participation. 
• Policy agreement between GA and GNT to provide support for golf officials in a similar way 

to high performance players. 
• Continued offers of support from organisations like the Carbine Club and Rotary Club of 

Darwin which we are very grateful for. 
• Conversations with States regarding the fastest possible return to the interstate series, 

especially juniors – eg, possibility of a combined team with another State, pending progress 
of the JET program. 

• Addressing shortfalls in participation numbers at our Golf NT flagship events by closely 
examining lessons learned and mapping a pathway to improvement. 
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As a result, I again applaud Golf Australia’s and the Northern Territory Government’s investment in 
golf in the Northern Territory as we see more Territorians playing and benefitting from golf. 

Thank you to our 2023 Golf NT Board members for your many hours of time and effort, noting this 
year’s outgoing members, Scott Trembath, Alex Brennan, and Samuel Wright.  Your contributions 
have been very much appreciated.  Welcome to Amy Griesbach and Sean Ranie, recently joining the 
Board.  I look forward to working closely with you as part of a dedicated, energetic, and talented 
team in delivering positive outcomes for Territory golfers. 

In terms of local GA staff, after too many months being understaffed, this year we finally got back to 
a full complement of 1.6 people.  Brodie Morcom has consolidated his first year working with GA and 
has been joined by Samuel Wright in recent months as he transitioned from GNT Board member to 
GA employee.  With their energy and enthusiasm they are beginning to make terrific inroads to their 
KPI’s, contributing significantly to achievements like those listed above.  Thank you Brodie and 
Samuel, as well as Luke Bates and the other interstate-based team members. 

Thank you to the three of our member clubs that hosted our flagship events this year: Alice Springs 
Golf Club (NT Amateur), Katherine Country Club (NT Country Championships), and Darwin Golf Club 
(NT Classic).  Thanks also to the various clubs that have hosted Pennants this year, and to Samuel for 
organising these events.  Good luck to all teams involved in the upcoming finals.  Many people were 
able to enjoy the various facilities used for NT events this year, thanks largely to the hospitality of 
club members and the dedicated staff and volunteers. 

I again take this opportunity to encourage all Territory golfers to continue to get behind the 
Australian Golf Strategy, to champion sustainability, diversity and inclusion in our sport, to support 
the GA and GNT staff and volunteers, and to put a hand up now and then to give something back to 
the game. 

We have much to look forward to next year, including the digital transformation of golf management 
systems and solutions, such as handicapping, booking tee times, accurate membership and 
participation data, and competition management via DotGolf, as well as moving closer to achieving 
sustainable representation at high performance events (e.g., interstate series) on the Australian golf 
landscape. 

More Australians playing more golf.  All golf is golf and all of us can be golfers.  A sport for life and fun 
for all. 

 

Peter Wright 
President – Golf NT 
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Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. 

Independent auditor’s report 
To the members of Golf NT Incorporated 

Our opinion 
In our opinion the accompanying financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, the financial 
position of Golf NT Incorporated (the Entity) as at 30 June 2023 and its financial performance and its 
cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards to the extent 
described in Note 1 of the financial report. 

What we have audited 
The financial report comprises: 

• the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2023 
• the statement of changes in members funds for the year then ended 
• the statement of cash flows for the year then ended 
• the statement of surplus or loss and other comprehensive income for the year then ended 
• the notes to the financial statements, which include significant accounting policies and other 

explanatory information 
• the statement by the Committee. 

Basis for opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our responsibilities under 
those standards are further described in the Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial 
report section of our report. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis 
for our opinion. 

Independence 
We are independent of the Entity in accordance with the ethical requirements of the Accounting 
Professional & Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants 
(including Independence Standards) (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of the financial report in 
Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code. 

Emphasis of matter - basis of accounting and restriction on distribution and use 
We draw attention to Note 1 in the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The 
financial report has been prepared he financial report is prepared to assist Golf NT Incorporated to 
meet the requirements of the Northern Territory of Australia Associations Act (NT) 2003 and its 
constitution. As a result, the financial report may not be suitable for another purpose. Our report is 
intended solely for Golf NT Incorporated and its members and should not be distributed to or used by 
parties other than Golf NT Incorporated and its members. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this 
matter. 



 

 

Other information 
The directors are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the 
information included in the annual report for the year ended 30 June 2023, but does not include the 
financial report and our auditor’s report thereon. 

Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly we do not 
express any form of assurance conclusion thereon through our opinion on the financial report.  

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other information 
and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial 
report or our knowledge obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. 

If, based on the work we have performed on the other information that we obtained prior to the date of 
this auditor’s report, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are 
required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard. 

Responsibilities of the directors for the financial report 
The directors of the Entity are responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
report in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards to the extent described in Note 1 of the 
financial report, and for such internal control as the directors determine is necessary to enable the 
preparation of the financial report that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error. The directors have determined that the basis of preparation described in Note 1 to the financial 
report is appropriate to meet the needs of the members. 

In preparing the financial report, the directors are responsible for assessing the ability of the Entity to 
continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the 
going concern basis of accounting unless the directors either intend to liquidate the Entity or to cease 
operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial report 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is 
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that 
includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that 
an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material 
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material 
if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic 
decisions of users taken on the basis of the financial report. 

  



 

 

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial report is located at the Auditing 
and Assurance Standards Board website at: http://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar4.pdf. 
This description forms part of our auditor's report. 

  

  

PricewaterhouseCoopers 

  

  

David Kennett Melbourne 
Partner 20 October 2023 

http://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar4.pdf
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