
Protecting Fish on the Clackamas
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Safely Collecting Fish
A floating surface collector simulates a surface 
outlet for the lake, attracting and guiding young 
fish on their way downstream into a pipeline to 
bypass the dams. A second surface collector 
helps young fish safely pass River Mill Dam.

Hands-free Fish Sorter
Invented by PGE biologists and engineers, it 
separates wild fish from hatchery fish without 
handling or anesthetizing, sending only wild 
fish upstream to spawn. 

A Long Fish Ladder
North Fork fish ladder, one of the longest in the 
world, is nearly 2 miles long and allows 
returning adult fish traveling upstream to 
bypass Faraday and North Fork dams.

Safe Passage Around the Dams
A new pipeline reduced a two-week 
journey to two hours, transporting juvenile fish 
7 miles downstream past all three dams and 
their turbines.

A Gentler Climb
A new fish ladder at River Mill Dam created 
an easier climb for adult fish returning from 
the ocean, with resting pools and a more 
gradual incline. 

Shaded Streams
To shade and cool the river and its tributaries, 
PGE has worked in partnership with the 
Clackamas River Basin Council to plant more 
than 450,000 native shrubs and trees.

Cooler Water, Happier Fish
Channelization means faster-flowing water in 
Faraday Lake—and lower temperatures that 
are healthier for fish.

Return to Old Spawning Grounds
Thanks to habitat restoration, chinook are 
spawning in a tributary near Oak Grove for 
the first time in 90 years.

Shelter for Fish
Log structures designed by PGE provide 
refuge for fish and improve spawning grounds. 
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PGE has worked hard to protect wild salmon and steelhead populations along the Clackamas River for over a 
century, while powering Oregon with clean, emissions-free hydropower. With our team of innovative biologists in 
the lead, we’ve recently made significant investments to support and strengthen the river’s robust fish runs, making 
a lasting impact for our economy and the environment.

Our Impact on the Clackamas

Generates 
power for up to 
78,000 homes

30 miles of new 
native plantings

$5 million 
invested in habitat 
restoration

300,000 fish 
migrating 
downstream per 
year

9,000 fish 
migrating 
upstream per 
year

Almost 97%  
survival rate 
for juvenile fish 

$90 million  
invested in upgrades


