
c a p s u l e s  C O N T I N U E D

36. . . . . N AV C c l in ic ian’s  br ief  . june . 2007 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . capsules

Wi l d  L i f e  &  Z o o n o s i s
Most infectious diseases (an estimated 75%) are zoonotic.Wildlife is a major and increasing reservoir of these diseases. Reasons include the
exponential growth in human population, which reduces wildlife habitats; changes in agricultural practices; wildlife trade (including illegal
acts); increased consumption of bush meat; live-animal markets; ecotourism (also known as adventure travel); petting zoos; and exotic pets.This
article discusses how emerging infectious disease has affected human health, including increased morbidity and mortality.The trend is also
responsible for severe economic losses both domestically and worldwide.This important area of public health requires close working relation-
ships among veterinarians, wildlife specialists, and public health personnel.

COMMENTARY: Methods of zoonotic transmission include direct contact, indirect contact with inanimate objects, and vectors. Both domestic
animals and wildlife are reservoirs.The emergence and reemergence of zoonotic diseases are challenging to all the professionals involved with
public health, including veterinarians.—Perri Stark, DVM, MBA

Wildlife, exotic pets, and emerging zoonoses. Chomel BB, Belotto A, Meslin FX. EMERG INFECT DIS 13:6-11, 2007.

Fe m a l e  I n c o n t i n e n c e :  C h o o s e  P PA ?
This study compared the effects of phenylpropanolamine (PPA) and pseudoephedrine (PD) on the urethral pressure profiles of 9 spayed female
dogs with histories of incontinence. Observed adverse effects and owner-reported continence scores were also evaluated.The dogs received
either 1.5 mg/kg PD or PPA PO Q 8 H for 28 days. After a wash-out period of 14 days, the dogs were given the other drug at the same dose for
the same period. Urethral pressure profiles of the dogs were done before treatment and on the last day of treatment.The study found signifi-
cantly higher changes in maximum urethral closure pressure and functional area with PPA than with PD therapy. No change in functional profile
length was found after either treatment. Owner-reported continence scores increased significantly after PPA, but not PD. More adverse effects,
including panting, decreased appetite, and lethargy, were noted when dogs were receiving PD. As a result, the authors conclude that PD is inferi-
or to PPA for treating canine urinary incontinence.

COMMENTARY: In this study, PPA seemed to be more effective and caused fewer side effects than PD when used to control incontinence in
spayed female dogs, based on owner evaluation. In support of these owner impressions, urodynamic evaluation indicated that PPA was superior
to PD in increasing maximum urethral closure pressure and the functional area of the urethra.The study suggests that PPA is a better choice of
drug for treating incontinence in spayed dogs.—David F. Senior, BVSc, Diplomate ACVIM & ECVIM-CA

Effect of phenylpropanolamine and pseudoephedrine on the urethral pressure profile and continence scores of incontinent female dogs. Byron JK, March PA, Chew DJ,
DiBartola SP. J VET INTERN MED 21:47-53, 2007.

N e w  P h a l a n g e a l  Fra c t u re  Tre a t m e n t
Phalangeal fractures are common in small animals, and management needs to be individualized. If displacement is minimal, most fractures will
heal with little intervention.When damage is more severe, arthrodesis or digit amputation is sometimes necessary to restore pain-free function.
The 2 cases described in this article had multiple comminuted fractures of the phalanges that were repaired with excision arthroplasty. Both
cases had excellent long-term outcomes with return of pain-free use of the affected limbs.

COMMENTARY: Femoral head and neck excisional arthroplasty is common in veterinary medicine as a treatment for hip dysplasia. In people
this procedure is sometimes done to remove arthritic lesions of hands and feet.These 2 cases are a promising example of other uses for this type
of procedure as it is less invasive than digital amputation and may provide a better functional outcome.—The Editors

Excision arthroplasty of the interphalangeal joint as an alternative to digit amputation in two dogs. deRooster H, Risselada M, van Bree H.J SMALL ANIM PRACT 48:169-
173, 2007.■


