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FROM THE PAGE ...

Clostridium difficile is an anaerobic bacterium and an
important cause of disease in humans and some animal
species. C difficile can produce hardy spores that can
survive for years in the environment—and as more envi-
ronments are studied, it becomes more clear how widely
this bacterium is distributed.

In this study, researchers visited public playgroundsin
Madrid, Spain, and collected sand samples from 20 pairs of
sandboxes for children and for dogs. C difficile was isolated
from 52.5% of samples—from 12 of 20 (60%) samples from
sandboxes for dogs and from 9 of 20 (45%) of samples from
sandboxes for children. Of the C difficile isolates tested,
40% were strains that carry toxin genes and can thus cause
disease; most of those were types commonly found in
humans and animals.

Although the results were not surprising, this study pro-
vided evidence that C difficile is a ubiquitous organism
thatis present in food,"? water,*> and many animal spe-
cies.®® How C difficile got into the sand is hard to deter-
mine because it could have come from humans, dogs, or
other animals.'®" This study highlighted the fact that any
fecal-origin bug can be widely disseminated in places
where multiple individuals of any species congregate.
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pathogens. Basic hygiene is important.

W

% INTERCEPTOR

@J Recommend a monthly chew that protects against more

dangerous parasites including whipworm and
Whipworm Tapeworm**® tapeworm — Interceptor Plus. Talk to your Elanco sales

representative today. J

Treatment with fewer than 6 monthly doses after the last exposure to mosquitoes may not provide complete heartworm prevention.
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*Heartgard Plus hookworm species: Ancylostoma caninum, Uncinaria stenocephala, Ancylostoma braziliense.
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