On the Nose
(& Nasal
Discharge)

A cat infected with feline immunodefi-
ciency virus presented with a history of
chronic sneezing and right-sided muco-
purulent nasal discharge and under-
went a dental cleaning. At that time, a
fractured right maxillary canine tooth
(104) was extracted. Clinical signs
resolved after the procedure. One
month later, the unilateral mucopuru-
lent nasal discharge and sneezing
recurred. A small fistula was found in
the area of 104. Radiography and rhino-
scopic examination revealed a large
tooth root—likely retropulsed during
the extraction of 104—in the right nasal
cavity, occluding the meatus. The
sneezing and nasal discharge resolved
after removal of the root fragment with
endoscopic grasping forceps.

Commentary 1:

Criticalist’s Perspective

Nasal discharge in cats and dogs can be
a frustrating condition, both for clients
and medical teams. A definitive under-
lying cause can be challenging to iden-
tify even with advanced, sometimes
repetitive, diagnostics. Empirical treat-
ment is often focused on minimizing the
clinical signs utilizing antimicrobials
and anti-inflammatory medications.
Although nasal foreign bodies are a rel-
atively uncommon cause, especially in
cats, itis important for clinicians to

include this on their list of differentials.
Imaging, as noted in this case report,
can be beneficial not only diagnosti-
cally but also therapeutically. It can
lead to a more rapid diagnosis and reso-
lution in cases of foreign bodies that
may otherwise be missed for prolonged
periods.—Tara J. Fetzer, DVM

Commentary 2:

Dental Specialist’s Perspective
This case report emphasizes the funda-
mental importance and value of dental
radiography for both presurgical plan-
ning and postextraction confirmation of
tooth removal. Perforation into the
nasal cavity is a real risk associated
with maxillary canine tooth extraction.
In dogs and cats, a thin layer of bone
separates the nasal side of the canine
tooth root from the nasal cavity proper.
Ascending periodontal disease or end-
odontic disease can result in inflamma-
tion and resorption of maxillary bone
on the nasal side of the tooth root and
subsequent drainage into the nasal cav-
ity manifesting as rhinitis. Nasal symp-
toms can also result from inappropriate
placement of the dental elevator along
the palatal aspect of the tooth causing
perforation into the nasal cavity. A take-
home message from this report is that
simple imaging (ie, dental radiographs)
can be used in cats with chronic nasal
clinical signs before more expensive
and invasive tests.—Christopher Snyder,
DVM, DAVDC
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This case report emphasizes the fundamental
importance and value of dental radiography for
both presurgical planning and postextraction

confirmation of tooth removal.
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Welcome our
addition to the family

Introducing the new
--the next generation of veterinary
portable ultrasound systems in the
E.l. Medical Imaging family of
products. The is as
durable and rugged as our other
ultrasound systems featuring our
innovative Durascan® technology,
but it also features four times the
power which translates to better
image quality required of the most
advanced systems. Technology has
progressed in the world of portable
ultrasound systems and we
continue to lead the way in our
advanced innovation in the industry.
We have taken the to
the next level and we are now
offering it to you. Wherever you
travel and wherever you use the

it will withstand the
tough conditions you have come to
expect or require from a portable
ultrasound system. We have
engineered the to use

in nearly every imaginable location.
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