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FROM THE PAGE ...

Approximately 40% of US homes include cats,"? and homes with cats are more likely
to have multiple animals, averaging 1.8 cats each.? Close contact among cats, however,
can be associated with an increase in behavior problems; urine spraying and urinating
outside the litter box are significantly more common in multicat homes. Conflict
behaviors—from tail twitching to aggressive interactions—can also occur and cause
stress within the household.

This study represents the first large statistical evaluation of intercat relationships in
households and the factors that may influence them. Multicat homes included in this
study (n=2492) had between 2 and 4 cats.

Affiliative behaviors among individual cats were found to be more common than con-
flict signs. These behaviors included sleeping in the same room as another cat, groom-
ing another cat by licking around the head or ears, sleep-touching with another cat, and
nose-touching with another cat. Almost 90% of cats slept in the same room as other
cats at least once a day, and cat-cat touching was observed during *50% of this time.
Mutual grooming of the head and ears was also common.

Conflict signs were slightly less common, although the frequency of signs increased as cat
numbers increased. The number of conflict signs that owners could report was limited to
7 and included staring, chasing, stalking, fleeing, tail twitching, hissing, and wailing/
screaming. Almost 75% of owners noticed conflict when a new cat was introduced into
the home, and in *50% of cases, conflict among the cats continued over time. Staring and

chasing conflict signs occurred at least
daily in 44% of cats, with stalking occur-
ring in 35% of cats. Almost 17% of house-
holds reported intercat aggression,
indicating potential for clinics to provide
behavioral treatment.

These results were obtained through an
internet survey; thus, responders were
self-selective and may or may not be rep-
resentative of all cat owners. Neverthe-
less, the sample size of 2492 multicat
households containing 6431 cats yields
good insight into intercat relationships.

... TOYOUR PATIENTS

Key pearls to put into practice:

Recommending ways to promote
friendly introductions of new cats

mmm into the home canresult in fewer
negative interactions among
household cats.

Results from this survey appear to
indicate that owners observe their
|

cat’s behavior; thus, asking ques-
tions regarding behavioral con-
cerns during routine visits may
provide opportunities for earlier
intervention.

Developing protocols for intercat
aggression can be helpful for own-

mmm erswith cats prone to conflict. Il
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