CAPSULES

Pyometra
in Queens

& Gicba Commoninintact

queens, pyometra can also occurin
ovariohysterectomized queens. It most
often occurs in diestrus after ovulation
has occurred without resulting
pregnancy and progesterone levels
remain high. Uropathogenic Escherichia
coli are most commonly involved.
Certain purebred cats are predisposed.
Queens >5to 7 years of age are most
commonly affected.

Clinical signs, which typically emerge
within 4 weeks of estrus onset, are typi-
cally nonspecific (eg, lethargy, fever,
anorexia). Hemopurulent discharge may
be noted if the cervix is open. Queens
with closed-cervix pyometra are usually
the most clinically ill. Hematologic and
biochemical changes are often mild or
absent. Serum progesterone levels may
be elevated. Abdominal radiographs
may show a distended uterus but cannot
differentiate pyometra from other condi-
tions (eg, hydrometra, pregnancy).
Abdominal ultrasonography is the most
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important tool for diagnosing pyometra
in the queen. Ovariohysterectomy has
traditionally been the treatment of
choice for queens not intended for
breeding. Medical management, which
should only be attempted with careful
monitoring, is generally indicated in
young, healthy queens <3 years old
intended for breeding. Options include
prostaglandin F2a, dopamine agonists,
and antiprogestins. Antimicrobial ther-
apy should be instituted immediately.
Supportive care is indicated for systemi-
callyill cats. Queens intended for breed-
ing should be mated in the first estrus
after pyometra.

Global Commentary

In our clinical experience, we aim to
treat with aglepristone (unavailable in
the United States) whether faced with a
pyometra, mucometra, hydrometra, or
hematometra. An accurate diagnosis is
essential, as pyometras have a more
guarded prognosis. We use it in cats>5
years, especially those in which surgery
and/or anesthesia pose a greater risk
(eg, patients with serious cardiac dis-
ease). In queens with significant repro-
ductive value, aglepristone is our
first-choice treatment in order to con-
tinue breeding posttreatment. In fact,
we experience an average of 70% preg-
nancy success in queens mated in the

In this retrospective study, no adverse
events were seen in 17 dogs that
received a commercial, injectable
amiodarone formulation to treat
arrhythmias. Five dogs were treated
during cardiopulmonary arrest;
because none were successfully resus-
citated, the cases were excluded from
statistical analysis. The median heart
rate was significantly lower after treat-
ment. Median blood pressure was

Pyometra most
often occursin
diestrus after
ovulation has
occurred without
resulting pregnancy
and progesterone
levels remain high.

following estrus. In queens with
reduced surgery risk, we still recom-
mend medical treatment as the first
line of action; those with a higher risk
benefit from medical treatment before
surgery to reduce morbidity and mor-
tality.—Simdn Marti Angulo, AVEPA, Uni-
versidad Alfonso X El, Clinica Veterinaria
Plutos
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similar before and after treatment.
Based on this study, this amiodarone
formulation appears to be a safe treat-
ment for canine arrhythmias.
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