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S e b o r r h e i c  D e r m a t i t i s  i n  t h e  D e v o n  R e x
One of the most common skin diseases of Devon Rex cats is greasy seborrheic dermatitis involving the axillae, groin, ventrum, neck, interdigital
spaces, and nail beds. Cutaneous cytologic evaluation nearly always reveals high numbers of Malassezia species. In this open clinical trial, 6
Devon Rex cats with greasy skin and Malassezia were treated with oral itraconazole (5 mg/kg PO Q 24 H) using a 7-days-on/7-days-off/
7-days-on pulse therapy protocol. Before treatment, large numbers of yeast were found on all test sites. After the 21-day treatment cycle, the
numbers of yeast were significantly reduced in all areas except for the interdigital skin and claw fold. Clinically, the skin was less inflamed.The
drug was well tolerated.

COMMENTARY: Although this is a pilot study, many dermatologists and feline practitioners have been treating affected Devon Rex cats as
described. In my experience, these cats have overgrowth of not only Malassezia but also of Staphylococcus species and benefit greatly from com-
bined therapy. Pulse therapy with itraconazole was beneficial except for the interdigital skin and the claw fold; however, concurrent topical ther-
apy with a combination antimicrobial shampoo often resolves this, and most cats are very tolerant. Owners need to understand that this is a
lifelong problem that will wax and wane. Routine bathing can be beneficial in minimizing the number of episodes per year requiring systemic
therapy.—Karen A. Moriello, DVM, Diplomate ACVD

Treatment of Malassezia pachydermatitis associated seborrhoeic dermatitis in Devon Rex cats with itraconazole—A pilot study. Ahman S, Perrins N, Bond R. VET 
DERMATOL 18:171-174, 2007.

M a ro p i t a n t  E a s e s  E m e s i s  i n  D o g s
The act of vomiting is primarily a protective reflex, removing noxious substances from the stomach. However, emesis is also found in a wide
range of clinical disease processes and can lead to life-threatening problems.Treatment of emesis can reduce distress and prevent serious com-
plications. In dogs, emesis is thought to be regulated by nuclei located in the brainstem, within the reticular formation of the medulla oblongata
and including the nucleus tractus solitarius; this area is referred to as the emetic center. Several different afferent pathways from the cerebral
cortex provide stimulation to the emetic center. Maropitant, a novel neurokinin-1 receptor antagonist, was developed to manage emesis.This
study was designed to evaluate the efficacy of maropitant to treat and prevent emesis caused by IV infusion of a chemotherapeutic dose of cis-
platin. In 1 set of trials, 24 dogs were given cisplatin and after the first emetic episode were given either saline solution or maropitant (1 mg/kg)
by SC injection. Dogs were assessed for 6 hours after the infusion. Significantly fewer vomiting episodes were observed for the maropitant-
treated dogs, and the mean time to cessation of emesis was significantly shorter. In another trial, dogs were either given a placebo or maropi-
tant at 1, 2, or 3 mg/kg by mouth. Cisplatin was infused 19 hours after treatment. Maropitant-treated dogs had significantly fewer emetic
events (means, 2.7, 1.1, and 0.5) compared with the placebo-treated dogs (mean, 20.3). Study by Pfizer Ltd, Sandwich, Kent UK

Efficacy of maropitant for treatment and prevention of emesis caused by intravenous infusion of cisplatin in dogs. de la Puente-Redondo VA,Tilt N, Rowan TG, Clemence
RG. AM J VET RES 68:48-56, 2007.

R a c c o o n s  &  U r b a n  Z o o n o s e s
Raccoons act as reservoirs for several pathogenic agents, and in an urban environment, may represent a risk for spillover into human, domestic
animal, and captive (zoo) animal populations. Over a 5-year period, raccoons captured at the St. Louis Zoo were sampled, and a disease exposure
survey was done.Titers were found for each of the 5 Leptospira serovars tested (icterohaemorrhagiae, grippotyphosa, canicola, pomona, and
hardjo); some animals had titers to multiple serovars. Over 54% had also been exposed to canine distemper virus and almost 7% to canine ade-
novirus 1. Almost 50% of the raccoons had titers to feline parvovirus, and one year the prevalence was as high as 89%.

COMMENTARY: Wildlife, including raccoons, is important to the ecosystem and is fun to enjoy from a distance. However, contact should be dis-
couraged. Pet owners should be reminded of the importance of keeping vaccines up to date in areas where raccoons are found.These 5 diseases
are not the only ones we should be concerned about—raccoons are also implicated as reservoirs of rabies virus, and they harbor Baylisascaris
as well.—Patricia Thomblison, DVM, MS

A serologic assessment of exposure to viral pathogens and Leptospira in an urban raccoon (Procyon lotor) population inhabiting a large zoological park. Junge RE,
Bauman K, King M, Gompper ME. J ZOO WILDLIFE MED 38:18-26, 2007.
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