
Weight loss
Yes—chronic
No—acute

Secondary anorexiaPrimary anorexia
(rare) Pseudo-anorexia

ANOREXIA
(Lack or loss of appetite for food)

Physical 
examination

r/o Diseases affecting 
appetite and satiety centers

History and physical
examination

r/o Diseases of prehension 
and swallowing

r/o Diseases causing oral 
or pharyngeal pain

Normal

Nonpathologic causes

r/o Dietary preferences
Food palatability
Environmental stress
Oral medication

d i a g n o s t i c  t r e e
FELINE ANOREXIA

Cynthia L. Bowlin, DVM, Diplomate ABVP (Feline), Cats Only Veterinary Clinic, Columbus, Ohio
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Abnormal

Loss of 
smell

Evaluate 
cranial nerves

Diagnosis Result

Pathologic Causes

Fever 

r/o Infection
Inflammation
Trauma
Neoplasia

GI signs

Metabolic disorders

r/o Neoplasia
Toxins
Neurologic disease
(motility disorders)

Feline minimum 
database:

CBC, chemistry profile,
urinalysis, FELV, FIV,

thyroxine

r/o  GI disease

Fever

Imaging 
(abdomen)

Pain


