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INVESTIGATION
Auscult the heart; perform ECG

INVESTIGATION
Perform TFAST 

INVESTIGATION
Perform AFAST to 

check for abdominal 
effusion

Initiate CPR 

Normal Dysrhythmia

Normal Bradycardia

If pericardial 
effusion is 

confirmed, perform 
pericardiocentesis 

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Hypovolemia
h Hypothermia
h Hypothyroidism
h  Depressed 

myocardial 
contractility

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Pulseless electrical 

activity
h Asystole 
h  Ventricular 

fibrillation

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Thromboembolism
h Pericardial effusion 
h Hypovolemia
h Hypothermia
h Hypothyroidism
h  Depressed 

myocardial 
contractility

h  Obesity

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Fever
h Hyperthermia
h  Increased 

sympathetic tone
h  Myocardial 

dysfunction
h  Hyperthyroidism 

(cats)
h  Pheochromocytoma

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Atrial tachycardia
h  Sinus arrhythmia
h  Premature 

ventricular 
contractions

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Sinus bradycardia
h  Atrioventricular 

block
h Hypothyroidism
h  Hypothermia
h  Idioatrial/

idioventricular 
rhythm

h Sinus arrest
h  Hypoglycemia

INVESTIGATION
h   CBC
h  Serum chemistry 

profile
h  Electrolyte/venous  

blood gas 
measurements

h  +/- thyroid panel
h  +/- abdominal 

ultrasonography
h +/- echocardiogram

Results inconclusive 
or negative

DIFFERENTIAL
h Pericardial fluid

NO

Small amplitude of 
QRS complex; 

electrical alternans
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INVESTIGATION
Perform ECG 

Dyssynchronous Synchronous

Normal Hypodynamic Tachycardia  Hyperdynamic

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Sinus tachycardia
h  Premature 

ventricular 
contractions

h  Ventricular 
tachycardia

h  Supraventricular 
tachycardia

h Atrial fibrillation

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Fever/

hyperthermia
h Exercise
h Stress/anxiety
h Pain
h Early sepsis/SIRS
h  Patent ductus 

arteriosus
h Hyperthyroidism
h  Anemia

DIFFERENTIALS 
h   Tachycardia
 • Pain
 • Anxiety
 • Sepsis
 • Dehydration
h   Sinus arrhythmia

INVESTIGATION
h   ECG
h CBC
h  Serum chemistry 

profile
h  Electrolyte/

venous blood gas 
measurements

h +/- thyroid panel
h  +/- abdominal 

ultrasonography
h  +/- echocardiogram

DIFFERENTIALS
h   Hypovolemia
h  Myocardial 

dysfunction
h Hypothermia
h Hypothyroidism

YES

AFAST = abdominal focused assessment using 
sonography for trauma 

SIRS = systemic inflammatory response syn-
drome 

TFAST = thoracic focused assessment using 
sonography for trauma

TACKLE THE 
ACUTE ABDOMEN 
WITH DR. ELISA 
MAZZAFERRO AT 
NEW YORK VET

New York Vet speakers are selected 
because of their passion for 
high-quality patient care and their 
experience with the challenges you 
tackle in practice every day. 

Learn about the patient with 
collapse with Elisa Mazzaferro, 
DVM, MS, PhD, DACVECC, and get 
her survival guide for diagnosing 
and managing the acute abdomen. 
Learn more about featured speak-
ers and topics for New York Vet at 
newyorkvet.com.

New York City • November 8-9, 2018

RESERVE YOUR SPOT 
AT NEW YORK VET TODAY 
FOR $449 $199 WITH 
PROMO CODE NYVET199. 
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