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Key pearls to put into practice:

cardiopulmonary disease prior to any immobi-

mmm lization procedure. If signs of cardiopulmonary
disease are identified, appropriate treatments
must be administered until clinical resolution,
after which the immobilization procedure can
be reconsidered.

1 All rabbits should be carefully assessed for

Care should be used with overconditioned
rabbits presented for routine procedures, as
drug dosages can be miscalculated when
based on total body weight rather than
desired lean body weight.
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If possible, use of medetomidine and
ketamine combinations should be avoided.

All rabbits should be closely monitored for
signs of pain, dysphagia, and reduced fecal
outputin the first 72 hours postanesthesia.
Preemptive treatments (eg, analgesia,
assisted feeding) should be applied in all
cases.
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Clinicians must be aware of the increased
odds for less-favorable outcomes in rabbit
patients, which should be discussed with all
owners prior to initiation of any sedation or
anesthetic procedures.
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Research Note:
Hemostasis &
Ehrlichia canis Infection

Ehrlichia canis infection causes thrombocytopenia and clinical bleeding in
dogs, although some dogs with clinically relevant thrombocytopenia will
not show signs of bleeding. In this study, hemostatic variables, platelet
dynamics, and coagulation testing were evaluated before inoculation of
dogs with blood infected with E canis, then at 1-week intervals, including
after treatment with doxycycline between weeks 3 and 4. Infected dogs
were found to have significantly lower platelet counts, evidence of
activated platelets, and antiplatelet antibodies. Based on thrombo-
elastographic measurements, dogs were also more hypercoagulable and
hypofibrinolytic as compared with baseline. Although more studies are
needed, results suggest that activated platelets and a hypercoagulable,
hypofibrinolytic state may explain the lack of a bleeding phenotype in
some thrombocytopenic dogs infected with E canis.
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Activated platelets and a
hypercoagulable, hypofibrinolytic
state may explain the lack of a
bleeding phenotype in some
thrombocytopenic dogs infected
with E canis.
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