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Wa t c h  T h a t  S c i a t i c  N e r v e !
The sciatic nerve can sustain damage via trauma, injections, or surgical intervention.The medical records of 103 dogs and cats with monoparetic
peripheral nerve lesions were examined.Twenty-seven animals (18 dogs, 9 cats) were determined to have iatrogenic sciatic nerve injury. Ani-
mals were neurologically normal before treatment, and clinical signs developed immediately after treatment. Damage to the sciatic nerve
occurred during surgery in 25 cases. In 18 cases, damage occurred during repair of pelvic fractures.The other cases included repair of iliosacral
luxations, intramedullary pinning of femoral fractures, hip replacement, tibial plateau–leveling osteotomy, and repair of perineal hernias.Two
cases were caused by intramuscular injections (1 cat, 1 dog). Injuries associated with pelvic surgery were treated conservatively with physio-
therapy. Patients with implant-associated sciatic nerve damage were treated by immediate removal of the pin, extruded cement in cases of
total hip repair, and removal of sutures entrapping the nerve in the case of perineal hernia. At the end of 1 year, 14 animals (8 dogs, 6 cats) were
reported to have had a good outcome, 6 had fair outcomes (4 dogs, 2 cats), and 7 had poor outcomes (6 dogs, 1 cat). One cat was euthanized.
Five of the 6 dogs with poor outcomes had acetabular fracture/plating or ilial fracture/plating. Iatrogenic sciatic nerve damage occurred most
commonly during surgical repair of pelvic disorders. Prognosis for a full functional recovery was uncertain.

Iatrogenic sciatic nerve injury in eighteen dogs and nine cats (1997-2006). Forterre F,Tomek A, Rytz U, et al. VET SURG 36:464-471, 2007

S a f e t y  I s s u e s  w i t h  I n t e r n e t  P h a r m a c i e s
The FDA has issued a consumer health information warning about the possible dangers of purchasing medications online. Although some Web
sites operate legally, there are some that do not—even ones that look sophisticated and legitimate. Some medicines sold online are too old, too
strong, or too weak.There have been cases in which Internet pharmacies have sold the wrong drug, causing serious consequences. Some Web
sites sell counterfeit drugs that may have the same appearance as FDA-approved drugs, but quality and safety may not be the same. In human
medicine, the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy gives a seal of approval (the Verified Internet Pharmacy Practice Sites Seal [VIPPS
Seal]), to Internet pharmacy sites that apply and meet state licensure requirements and other criteria.

COMMENTARY:The FDA’s Center of Veterinary Medicine regulates the manufacture of animal drugs, and individual state pharmacy boards reg-
ulate the dispensing of veterinary products.The FDA has found companies that sell counterfeit or outdated products and dispense prescription
drugs without a prescription. Although the VIPPS Seal is available only to Web sites that sell human pharmaceuticals, the American Association
of State Boards is considering expansion of the program to accredit veterinary pharmacy practices.There are some state-licensed Internet phar-
macies that are supportive of the veterinarian–client relationship and resemble an outsourced prescription management service.—Patricia
Thomblison, DVM, MS

The possible dangers of buying medicine online. FDA CONSUMER HEALTH INFORMATION, www.fda.gov/consumer/features/drugsonline0707.html.

H a n d - Wa s h i n g  I s  N o t  E n o u g h
In 2003, an outbreak of monkeypox virus occurred among prairie dogs that had been sold as pets.The Wisconsin Department of Public Health
received 104 reports of potential human monkeypox infections during the outbreak. Signs and symptoms reported in more than 80% of case-
patients were rash, headache, sweats, and fever. Signs reported by 60% to 70% of case-patients were chills, sore throat, cough, or lym-
phadenopathy.This study evaluated occupational transmission of disease in Wisconsin.Twenty-seven case-defined illnesses were identified,
including 19 confirmed, 5 probable, and 3 suspected cases. Occupational transmission of infection accounted for 16 of these cases—12 in vet-
erinary personnel, 2 in pet store employees, and 2 in animal distributors. Although hand hygiene was reported to have been practiced in the
veterinary clinics, none of the individuals reported using surgical masks, goggles, or face shields during high-risk activities, such as the initial
examination, follow-up examination, or feeding ill prairie dogs. In this study, persons working in veterinary clinics were at an increased risk for
infection. Pet store employees and animal distributors were at lower risk, most likely because the animals may not have been as ill or not shed-
ding virus to the same extent as later in their illness. One of the limitations of the study was that although 91% of the veterinary employees
participated in the cohort study, only 54% participated in the serosurvey, so the actual number of cases may have been underestimated.The
results underscore the need to establish infection-control guidelines and encourage their use.

Occupational risks during a monkeypox outbreak,Wisconsin, 2003. Croft DR, Sotir MJ,Williams CJ. EMERG INFECT DIS 13:1150-1157, 2007. c o n t i n u e s

HIGHLIGHTS
• Iatrogenic sciatic nerve

injury usually occurred
during treatment of
pelvic orthopedic disease.

• Prognosis is poor.
• Intramuscular injections

were also a cause,
although much rarer.

MONKEYPOX IN 
WISCONSIN
• At least 1 veterinarian was

infected at each of the 4
hospitals that treated sick
prairie dogs.

• States other than Wisconsin
that were involved in this
outbreak did not have as
many occupationally
acquired illnesses.
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