
18  cliniciansbrief.com  November/December 2020

FELINE INFECTIOUS PERITONITIS 
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FIP SUSPECTED BASED ON 
CLINICAL SIGNS AND DIAGNOSTICS

DIAGNOSIS
FIP unlikely
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Cytology
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Aqueous humor cytology
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Determine organ-specific clinical signs

Alternative diagnosis reached (ie, cytology 
confirms neoplasia or bacterial infection)?

Cavitary effusion
h  Pleural
h  Abdominal
h  Pericardial

Uveitis
h  Aqueous humour

Neurologic signs
h CSF

Nonspecific signs
h  Aspirates of spleen, 

liver, kidney, lymph 
node, whole blood

DIAGNOSIS
FIP unlikely



FECV = feline enteric coronavirus

RT = reverse transcriptase

S = spike

INVESTIGATION
S-protein gene PCR

DIAGNOSIS
FIP likely

INVESTIGATION
Seek other diagnoses and biopsy tissues 

for organ immunohistochemistry 
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DIAGNOSIS
FIP unlikely

DIAGNOSIS
FIP

Negative 
immunohistochemistry

Positive 
immunohistochemistry For an expert overview on FIP, see Consult the Expert: 

Feline Infectious Peritonitis on page 11. 




