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The Practice and Experience of Movement

This book offers a panorama of movement, mobility,
and exchange in the early modern world. While the
pre-modern centuries have long been portrayed as
static and self-contained, it is now acknowledged that
Europe from the Middle Ages onwards saw increasing
flows of people and goods. Movement also connected
the continent more closely to other parts of the world.
The present work challenges dominant notions of the
ʻfixed,ʼ immobile nature of pre-modern cultures
through study of the inter-connected material, social,
and cultural dimensions of mobility. The case studies
presented here chart the technologies and practices
that both facilitated and impeded movement in diverse
spheres of social activity such as communication,
transport, politics, religion, medicine, and
architecture. The chapters underscore the importance
of the movement of people and objects through space
and across distance to the dynamic economic, political,
and cultural life of the early modern period.
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