
I S BNI S BN
e - I S BNe - I S BN
BI S ACBI S AC
BI CBI C

October 2022
496 pages, 325 Illustrations, colour
Hardback
215.0 x 280.0 mm
€89.00 / £81.00 / $124.00

978 94 6372 949 9
978 90 485 5802 5

HIS037030 / HIS048000 / PHO010000
AJ / HBTQ / HBTR

KEY W O R D SKEY W O R D S
Photography, Indonesia, Indonesian Photography,
Photographic History, Colonialism, Colonial
Photography, Contemporary Art, Cornell SEAP,
Southeast Asian Photography

EEddiitteedd  bbyy  BBrriiaann  CC..  AArrnnoolldd

AA  HHiissttoorryy  ooff  PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  iinn
IInnddoonneessiiaa
From the Colonial Era to the Digital Age

As a former colonized nation, Indonesia has a unique 
place in the history of photography. A History of 
Photography in Indonesia: From the Colonial Era to the 
Digital Age looks at the development of photography 
from the beginning and traces its uses in Indonesia 
from its invention to the present day. The Dutch 
colonial government first brought the medium to the 
East Indies in the 1840s and immediately recognized its 
potential in serving the colonial apparatus. As the 
country grew and changed, so too did the medium. 
Photography was not only an essential tool of 
colonialism, but it also became part of the movement 
for independence, a voice for reformasi, an agent for 
advocating democracy, and is now available to anyone 
with a phone. This book gathers essays by leading 
artists, scholars, and curators from around the world 
who have worked with photography in Indonesia and 
have traced the evolution of the medium from its 
inception to the present day, addressing the impact of 
photography on colonialism, independence, and 
democratization.
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Brian C. Arnold has taught and lectured on 
photography at a number of institutions around the 
world, including the New York State College of 
Ceramics at Alfred University, the Beijing Film 
Academy, the University of Indonesia, Pasundan 
University, the Institute of Technology in Bandung, 
Santa Reparata International School of Art, the 
Academy of Arts in Novi Sad, and the National Gallery 
of Australia. 
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