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What goes into the ideological sustenance of an
illiberal capitalist democracy? While much of the
critical discussion of the media in authoritarian
contexts focus on state power, the emphasis on strong
states tend to perpetuate misnomers about the media as
mere tools of the state and sustain myths about their
absolute power. 
Turning to the lived everyday of media producers in
Singapore, I pose a series of questions that explore
what it takes to perpetuate authoritarian resilience in
the mass media. How, in what terms and through what
means, does a politically stable illiberal Asian state like
Singapore formulate its dominant imaginary of social
order? What are the television production practices
that perform and instantiate the social imaginary, and
who are the audiences that are conjured and performed
in the process? What are the roles played by imagined
audiences in sustaining authoritarian resilience in the
media? If, as I will argue in the book, audiences
function as the central problematic that engenders
anxieties and self-policing amongst producers, can the
audience become a surrogate for the authoritarian
state?

BIOGRAPHY

Siao Yuong Fong joined Lancaster University as
Lecturer of Global Media and Inequality in September
2021 and works at the intersections of Media and
Cultural Studies, Production Studies and Asian Studies.
She was previously a postdoctoral fellow at the Asia
Research Institute, National University of Singapore.

 
I S BN 
e - I S BN   
BI S AC 
BI C

Asian Visual Cultures
September 2022
212 pages,
Hardback
156.0 x 234.0 mm
€113.00 / £103.00 / $134.00

 
978 94 6372 457 9

978 90 485 5560 4
PER010010 / POL039000 / SOC052000

APT / JFMD

KEY W O R D S    
Affective superaddressee, Control society, Illiberal
capitalist democracy, Media production

 

Amsterdam University Press
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89
1018 VR Amsterdam

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50
info@aup.nl
marketing@aup.nl

www.aup.nl
facebook.com/AUPAcademic
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress

To order this book visit www.aup.nl
Distribution Rest of World via Ingram Publisher Services UK (formerly NBNi Ltd.) | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com

file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.aup.nl
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.btpubservices.com


TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgements 
Introduction 
Chapter One: Fear and the fragility of myths 
Chapter Two: Playing games with heritage 
Chapter Three: Drama writing and audiences as affective superaddressee 
Chapter Four: Producing art, producing difference 
Chapter Five: Making Reality TV 
Reflections

Amsterdam University Press
Nieuwe Prinsengracht 89
1018 VR Amsterdam

T +31 (0)20 420 00 50
info@aup.nl
marketing@aup.nl

www.aup.nl
facebook.com/AUPAcademic
twitter.com/AmsterdamUPress

To order this book visit www.aup.nl
Distribution Rest of World via Ingram Publisher Services UK (formerly NBNi Ltd.) | www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
Distribution North America via Baker & Taylor Publisher Services | www.btpubservices.com

file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.aup.nl
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.distribution.nbni.co.uk
file:///E:/inetpub/scripts/booksonix/aup/catalogues/www.btpubservices.com

	BIOGRAPHY
	To order this book visit www.aup.nl
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	To order this book visit www.aup.nl

