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Handbook of Confucianism in 

Modern Japan

In mainstream assessments of Confucianism’s modern 

genealogy there is a Sinocentric bias which is, in part, the 

result of a general neglect of modern Japanese Confucianism 

by political and moral philosophers and intellectual 

historians during the post-war era. This collection of essays 

joins a small group of other studies bringing modern 

Japanese Confucianism to international scholarly notice, 

largely covering the time period between the Bakumatsu era 

of the mid-19th century and the 21st century. 

The essays in this volume can be read for the insight they 

provide into the intellectual and ideological proclivities of 

reformers, educators and philosophers explicitly 

reconstructing Confucian thought, or more tacitly 

influenced by it, during critical phases in Japan’s 

modernization, imperialist expansionism and post-1945 

reconstitution as a liberal democratic polity. They can be 

read as introductions to the ideas of modern Japanese 

Confucian thinkers and reformers whose work is little 

known outside Japan—and sometimes barely remembered 

inside Japan. They can also be read as a needful corrective to 

the above-mentioned Sinocentric bias in the 20th century 

intellectual history of Confucianism. For those Confucian 

scholars currently exploring how Confucianism is, or can be 

made compatible with democracy, at least some of the 

studies in this volume serve as a warning. They enjoin 

readers to consider how Confucianism was also rendered 

compatible with the authoritarian ultranationalism and 

militarism that captured Japan’s political system in the 

1930s, and brought war to the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

Shaun O’Dwyer is an associate professor in the Faculty of 

Languages and Cultures at Kyushu University. His research 

fields are in political and moral philosophy, and he has 

taken a keen interest in modern Confucian philosophy over 

the past 20 years. His last book Confucianism’s Prospects: A 

Reassessment was published by State University of New York 

Press in 2019. 
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1: Reinterpreting Matsumiya Kanzan: On the Interval between State Shinto and the Idea of the Three Religions 

(Song Qi) 

 

2: The Confucian Traits Featuring in the Meiroku Zasshi (Lee Yu-ting) 

 

3: The Confucian Classics in the Political Thought of Sakuma Shozan (Han Shuting) 

 

4: The Invention of "Chinese Philosophy": How did the Classics take Root in Japan's First Modern University? 

(Mizuno Hirota) 

 

5: Inoue Tetsujir. and Modern Yangming Learning in Japan (Yamamura Sh.) 

 

6: Kokumin D.toku for Women: Shimoda Utako in the Taish. Era (Masako N. Racel) 

 

7: Modern Contextual Turns from "The Kingly Way" to "The Imperial Way" (Chang Kun-chiang) 

 

8: The Discourse on Imperial Way Confucian Thought: The Link Between Dait. Bunka Gakuin and Chos.n 

Gyunghakwon (Kang Haesoo) 

 

9: The Image of the Kingly Way during the War: Focusing on Takada Shinji's Imperial Way Discourse  

(Park Junhyun) 

 

10: Watsuji Tetsuro's Confucian Bonds: From Totalitarianism to New Confucianism (Kyle Michael James 

Shuttleworth) 

 

11: Thinking About Confucianism and Modernity in the Early Postwar Period: Watsuji Tetsuro's The History of 

Ethical Thought in Japan (Alex Mustatea) 

 

12: Yasuoka Masahiro and the Survival of Confucianism in Postwar Japan, 1945-1983 (Eddy Dufourmont) 

 

13: Universalizing "Kingly Way" Confucianism: A Japanese Legacy and Chinese Future? (Jiang Dongxian & Shaun 

O'Dwyer) 
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Hybrid Museum Experiences

"So you're the one getting this gift? Lucky you! 

Someone who knows you has visited the museum. 

They searched out things they thought you would care 

about, and they took photos and left messages for you." 

 

This is the welcoming message for the Gift app, designed 

to create a very personal museum visit. Hybrid Museum 

Experiences use new technologies to augment, expand or 

alter the physical experience of visiting the museum. 

They are designed to be experienced in close relation to 

the physical space and exhibit. In this book we discuss 

three forms of hybridity in museum experiences: 

Incorporating the digital and the physical, creating social, 

yet personal and intimate experiences, and exploring 

ways to balance visitor participation and museum 

curation. 

 

This book reports on a 3-year cross-disciplinary research 

project in which artists, design researchers and museum 

professionals have collaborated to create technology-

mediated experiences that merge with the museum 

environment. 

 

Anders Sundnes Løvlie does research on the intersection 

of design research and media studies, focusing in 

particular on experience design, locative media and play. 

Anders was the coordinator for the GIFT project, and has 

been involved in a number of design projects. 

 

Annika Waern is a ‘research through design’ academic 

who has been researching technology-supported physical 

play and games for about fifteen years. Currently, she is 

conducting research in the areas of hybrid play in 

museums, children’s play in outdoor settings, and circus 

training to foster proprioceptic skills. 
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Conclusions 
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Conclusions 
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The Design 
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Meghan Doherty

Engraving Accuracy in Early
Modern England
Visual Communication and the Royal Society

The book traces major concepts including: the creation
of the visual effects of accuracy through careful action
and training; the development of visual judgment and
connoisseurship; the role of a network in the
production of knowledge; balancing readersʼ
expectations with representational conventions; and
the effects of acts of collecting on the creation and
circulation of knowledge. On the one hand, this study
uncovers that approaches to knowledge production
were different in the seventeenth century, as compared
with in the twenty-first century. On the other, it reveals
how the early modern struggle to sort through an
overwhelming quantity of visual information - brought
on by major changes in image production and
circulation - resonates with our own.

BIOGRAPHY

Meghan C. Doherty is the Director of the Museum of
the White Mountains at Plymouth State University in
Plymouth, NH. Her research focuses on the
connections between art and science as seen in the
visual culture of the early Royal Society of London.
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Patrick Bek

No Bicycle, No Bus, No Job
The Making of Workers’ Mobility in the
Netherlands, 1920-1990

For working people, the expenses of going to their jobs,
in terms of time and cost, are a crucial aspect of daily
life. As economic conditions and mobility systems
changed in the twentieth century, this aspect of
workersʼ lives underwent significant transformations.
Historians have only begun to unravel how power and
social inequality informed the governance of everyday
mobility. Amid the turmoil of twentieth century
economic booms and busts, war and austerity, and
processes of (car-centered) suburbanization, how did
low-income, rural, and migrant workers get to work in
the Netherlands? Governing Workersʼ Mobility
explores the political choices underlying workersʼ daily
commute. Using archival collections, it uncovers the
shaping role of workers and employers, detailing their
understanding and response to past mobility barriers.
It discusses workersʼ discovery of bicycles, buses,
mopeds, and cars; highlights company efforts to
support and control employeesʼ mobility; and shows
that todayʼs predicaments have a longer history.

BIOGRAPHY

Patrick Bek is a historian with a particular interest in
social history and mobility justice. He is affiliated as a
researcher with Eindhoven University of Technologyʼs
Technology, Innovation, and Society group, and
currently lectures history and didactics at Rotterdam
University of Applied Sciences.
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Birgit Abels

Music Worlding in Palau
Chanting, Atmospheres, and Meaningfulness

Music Worlding in Palau: Chanting, Atmospheres, and
Meaningfulness is a detailed study of the performing
arts in Palau, Micronesia as holistic techniques
enabling the experiential corporeality of musicʼs
meaningfulness—that distinctly musical way of making
sense of the world with which the felt body
immediately resonates but which, to a significant
extent, escapes interpretive techniques. Drawing on
long-term ethnographic research alongside Pacific
Islander and neo-phenomenological conceptual
frameworks, Music Worlding distinguishes between
meaning(s) and meaningfulness in Palauan music-
making. These are not binary phenomena, but deeply
intertwined. However, unlike meaning,
meaningfulness to a significant extent suspends
language and is thus often prematurely considered
ineffable. The book proposes a broader understanding
of how the performing arts give rise to a sense of
meaningfulness whose felt-bodily affectivity is pivotal
to music-making and lived realities. Music Worlding
thus seeks to draw the reader closer to the holistic
complexity of music-making both in Palau and more
generally.

BIOGRAPHY

Birgit Abels is professor of cultural musicology at the
University of Göttingen. She is the author of Sounds of
Articulating Identity: Tradition and Transition in the
Music of Palau, Micronesia and Principal Investigator
on the European Research Council project Sound
Knowledge. Alternative Epistemologies of Music in the
Western Pacific Island World.
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Edited by Daniela Bevilacqua and Eloisa
Stuparich

The Power of the Nath Yogis
Yogic Charisma, Political Influence and Social
Authority

The volume collects a series of contributions that help
reconstruct the recent history of the Nath tradition,
highlighting important moments of
self.reinterpretation in the sampradayaʼs interaction
with different social milieus. The leitmotif tying
together the selection of articles is the authorsʼ
explorations of the overlap between religious authority
and political power. For example, in which ways do the
Nathsʼ hagiographical claim of possessing yogic
charisma (often construed as supernatural powers,
siddhis) translate into mundane expressions of
socio.political power? And how does it morph into the
authority to reinterpret and recreate particular
traditions? The articles approach different aspects of
the recent history of the Nath sampradaya, spanning
from stories of yogis guiding kings in the petty
principalities of the eighteenth century to gurus who
sought prominence in the transnational environments
of the twentieth century; examining some Nath
lineages and institutions under the British Raj, in the
history of Nepal, and in contemporary India.

BIOGRAPHY

Daniela Bevilacqua is a Research Associate at SOAS.
She received her PhD in Civilizations of Africa and Asia
from Sapienza University of Rome and in Anthropology
from the University of Paris Nanterre. Her PhD
research was published by Routledge under the title
Modern Hindu Traditionalism in Contemporary India.
She was previously a Postdoctoral Research Fellow for
the ERC funded Hatha Yoga Project. Her fields of
research include Hindu ascetic groups, embodied
practices and gender and religion.

Eloisa Stuparich is a Research Fellow at the Giorgio
Cini Foundation (Venice, Italy), where she is currently
working on the digitization of the Sanskrit manuscripts
of the Danielou Fund.
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Sylvia Ang

Contesting Chineseness
Nationality, Class, Gender and New Chinese
Migrants

Nearly eleven million Chinese migrants live outside of
China. While many of these faces of Chinaʼs
globalization headed for the popular Western
destinations of the United States, Australia and Canada,
others have been lured by the booming Asian
economies. Compared with pre-1949 Chinese migrants,
most are wealthier, motivated by a variety of concerns
beyond economic survival and loyal to the communist
regime. The reception of new Chinese migrants,
however, has been less than warm in some places. In
Singapore, tensions between Singaporean-Chinese and
new Chinese arrivals present a puzzle: why are there
tensions between ethnic Chinese settlers and new
Chinese arrivals despite similarities in phenotype,
ancestry and customs? Drawing on rich empirical data
from ethnography and digital ethnography, Contesting
Chineseness investigates this puzzle and details how
ethnic Chinese subjects negotiate their identities in an
age of contemporary Chinese migration and Chinaʼs
ascent.

BIOGRAPHY

Sylvia Ang was Postdoctoral Fellow at the Asia
Research Institute, National University of Singapore
from 2018 to 2020. Her research draws on her
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racism.
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Erin K. Stapleton

The Intoxication of
Destruction in Theory,
Culture and Media
A Philosophy of Expenditure after Georges
Bataille

This book examines the desire for, and intoxication
with, destruction as it appears in cultural objects and
representation, arguing that all cultural and aesthetic
value is fundamentally predicated on its own fragility,
as well as the living transience of those who make and
encounter it. Beginning with a philosophy of
expenditure after Georges Bataille, each chapter maps
different operations of destruction in media and
culture. These operations are expressed and located in
representations of human extinction and explosive
architecture, in the body and in sexuality, and in media
and digital archives, which constitute a further
destabilisation of the notion of destruction in the
dynamic between aspirational immortality and material
volatility embedded in the archival systems of digital
cultures.
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Edited by Nandini Das

Lives in Transit in Early
Modern England
Identity and Belonging

What did it mean in practice to be a ʻgo-betweenʼ in the
early modern world? How were such figures perceived
in sixteenth and seventeenth century England? And
what effect did their movement between languages,
countries, religions and social spaces – whether
enforced or voluntary – have on the ways in which
people navigated questions of identity and belonging?
Lives in Transit in Early Modern England is a work of
interdisciplinary scholarship which examines how
questions of mobility and transculturality were
negotiated in practice in the early modern world. Its
twenty-four case studies cover a wide range of figures
from different walks of life and corners of the globe,
ranging from ambassadors to Amazons, monarchs to
missionaries, translators to theologians. Together, the
essays in this volume provide an invaluable resource
for people interested in questions of race, belonging,
and human identity.
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Edited by Ksenya Gurshtein and Sonja
Simonyi

Experimental Cinemas in
State Socialist Eastern Europe

Was there experimental cinema behind the Iron
Curtain? What forms did experiments with film take in
state socialist Eastern Europe? Who conducted them,
where, how, and why? These are the questions
answered in this volume, the first of its kind in any
language. Bringing together scholars from different
disciplines, the book offers case studies from Bulgaria,
Czech Republic, former East Germany, Hungary,
Poland, Romania, and former Yugoslavia. Together,
these contributions demonstrate the variety of makers,
production contexts, and aesthetic approaches that
shaped a surprisingly robust and diverse experimental
film output in the region. The book maps out the
terrain of our present-day knowledge of cinematic
experimentalism in Eastern Europe, suggests directions
for further research, and will be of interest to scholars
of film and media, art historians, cultural historians of
Eastern Europe, and anyone concerned with questions
of how alternative cultures emerge and function under
repressive political conditions.
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Fernando Vidal

Performing Brains on Screen

Performing Brains on Screen deals with film
enactments and representations of the belief that
human beings are essentially their brains, a belief that
embodies one of the most influential modern ways of
understanding the human. Films have performed
brains in two chief ways: by turning physical brains
into protagonists, as in the “brain movies” of the 1950,
which show terrestrial or extra-terrestrial disembodied
brains carrying out their evil intentions; or by giving
brains that remain unseen inside someoneʼs head an
explicitly major role, as in brain transplantation films
or their successors since the 1980s, in which brain
contents are transferred and manipulated by means of
information technology. Through an analysis of filmic
genres and particular movies, Performing Brains on
Screen documents this neglected filmic universe, and
demonstrates how the cinema has functioned as a
cultural space where a core notion of the
contemporary world has been rehearsed and
problematized.
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Tiago Carvalho

Contesting Austerity
Social Movements and the Left in Portugal and
Spain (2008-2015)

Despite the historical and political similarities between
Portugal and Spain, the contentious responses to
austerity diverged in terms of number, rhythm and
players. This book compares the contentious responses
to austerity in Portugal and Spain during the Eurozone
crisis and the Great Recession between 2008 and 2015.
While in Spain a sustained wave of mobilisation lasted
for three years, involving various players and leading
to a transformation of the party system, in Portugal
social movements were only able to mobilise in
specific instances, trade unions dominated protest and,
by the end of the cycle, institutional change was
limited. Contesting Austerity shows that the different
trajectories and outcomes in these two countries are
connected to the nature and configurations of the
players in the mobilisation process. While in Spain
actorsʼ relative autonomy from one another led to
deeper political transformation, in Portugal the
dominance of the institutional actors limited the extent
of that change.
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Danielle Callegari

Dante's Gluttons
Food and Society from the Convivio to the
Comedy

Danteʼs Gluttons: Food and Society from the Convivio
to the Comedy explores how in his work medieval
Italian poet Dante Alighieri (1265-1321) uses food to
articulate, reinforce, criticize, and correct the social,
political, and cultural values of his time. Combining
medieval history, food studies, and literary criticism,
Danteʼs Gluttons historicizes food and eating in Dante,
beginning in his earliest collected poetry and arriving
at the end of his major work. For Dante, the
consumption of food is not a frivolity, but a crux of life
in the most profound sense of the term, and gluttony is
the abdication of civic and spiritual responsibility and
a danger to the individual body and soul as well as to
the collective. This book establishes how one of the
worldʼs preeminent authors uses the intimacy and
universality of food as a touchstone, communicating
through a gastronomic language rooted in the deeply
human relationship with material sustenance.
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Architecture and Power in Early 

Central Europe

The book presents the panorama of social, cultural, and 

religious changes in the states of the Piast, Přemyslid, 

and Arpad dynasties. Major change occurred in the tenth 

century and again at the turn of the eleventh century. 

Given the scarcity of written sources, the author employs 

an analysis of architectural forms which she applies to 

buildings founded by dukes, kings, and nobles at this 

period. 

 

Architecture serves as a reliable source of knowledge and 

can be successfully read as a text using comparative 

analysis, iconology, and semiotics. No piece of art 

appeared without an historical context: forms, functions, 

and styles are all documents created by its founders and 

creators. The conclusions of this research help us to 

understand the era that shaped the foundations of the 

Polish, Czech, and the Hungarian states. 

 

Marta Graczynska is an Art Historian at Wawel Royal 

Castle in Krakow, Poland, researching the forms and 

meanings of early medieval architecture in Central 

Europe. 
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Introduction 

 

Chapter 1: Displays of Power—Architecture as Sign and Symbol 

 

Chapter 2: Choice of Architectural Forms 

 

Chapter 3: The Code of Form and Shape 

 

Chapter 4: Composition of Spatial Arrangements 

 

Chapter 5: Appropriation and/or Influence 

 

Chapter 6: Architecture as a Vehicle of Meanings 

 

Chapter 6: Form vs. Function 

 

Chapter 7: Interpreting Function 

 

Chapter 8: Reading Architecture 

 

Conclusions 
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Digital Medieval Studies—

Practice and Preservation

  

In the last decade, the terms “digital scholarship” and 

“digital humanities” have become commonplace in 

academia, spurring the creation of fellowships, research 

centres, and scholarly journals. What, however, does this 

“digital turn” mean for how you do scholarship as a 

medievalist? While many of us would never describe 

ourselves as “DH people,” computer-based tools and 

resources are central to the work we do every day in 

offices, libraries, and classrooms. This volume highlights 

the exciting ways digital methods are expanding and re-

defining how we understand, represent, and teach the 

Middle Ages, and provides a new model for how this 

work is catalogued and reused within the scholarly 

community. The work of its contributors offers valuable 

insights into how “the digital” continues to shape the 

questions medievalists ask and the ways they answer 

them, but also into how those questions and answers can 

lead to new tools, approaches, and points of reference 

within the field of digital humanities itself. 

 

Laura Morreale is a teacher at Georgetown University in 

Washington, DC. Her research considers the literary 

cultures of late medieval Italy and the Mediterranean. 

She was the 2020-21 Chair of the Medieval Academy of 

America Committee on Digital Humanities and 

Multimedia Studies. 

 

Sean Gilsdorf is Lecturer on Medieval Studies and 

Administrative Director of the Committee on Medieval 

Studies at Harvard University. His research addresses the 

intellectual, religious, and political history of the early 

Middle Ages. 
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Introduction: The Medievalist, Digital Edition, by Laura K. Morreale and Sean Gilsdorf 

 

Chapter 1. Beginnings: The Labyrinth Medieval Studies Website, by Deborah Everhart and Martin Irvine 

 

Chapter 2. New Approaches to Old Questions: Digital Technology, Sigillography, and DIGISIG, by John 

McEwan 

 

Chapter 3. Corpus Synodalium: Medieval Canon Law in a Digital Age, by Rowan Dorin 

 

Chapter 4. Teaching Constantinople as a (Pixelated) Palimpsest, by J. W. Torgerson 

 

Chapter 5. Life on—and off—the Continuum, by Lisa Fagin Davis 
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Fu Poetry Along the Silk Roads

This book explores the dissemination of ideas and 

information on the early silk roads between Europe and 

China, through the first detailed study of the Sinicization 

of foreign objects in Chinese poetic writing of the third 

century CE. 

 

Third-century literary developments and the prevailing 

literary works from that era leave us with an impressive 

amount of information concerning exotic objects, such 

as plants, animals, and crafts, and record the cultural 

exchange between distant peoples whose goods, ideas, 

and technologies entered China. 

 

These hitherto-forgotten rhapsodies express the 

profound interest and excitement of learned men for 

foreign objects. They bear witness to the cultural 

exchanges between China and other civilizations and 

provide a more nuanced insight of early medieval China 

as an integrated society rather than an isolated one. 

 

Xurong Kong is an Associate Professor of Chinese 

Literature and Culture at Kean University, a Fulbright 

Specialist, and a JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of 

Science) Fellow. 
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Introduction: A Century of Writing on Objects 

 

Part I: Exotic Objects at Court 

 

Chapter One—Rosemary: Contest for the Caos 

 

Chapter Two—Agate Bridle: Transforming An Indian Rock to A Political Symbol 

 

Part II: Exotic Objects in the Main Stream 

 

Chapter Three—Pomegranate: Becoming Chinese Apple 

 

Chapter Four—Monkey: God Elsewhere, Pets Here 

 

Part III: Exotic Images in the Sacred Space 

 

Chapter Five—Peacock: Auspiciousness Challenged 

 

Chapter Six—Lotus: Becoming A Chinese Icon 

 

Conclusion: The Value of Otherness in Literature 
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The Nordic Beowulf

In such a wide-ranging, long-standing, and international 

field of scholarship as Beowulf, one might imagine that 

everything would long since have been thoroughly 

investigated. And yet as far as the absolutely crucial 

question of the poem’s origins is concerned, that is not 

the case. 

 

This cross-disciplinary study by Bo Gräslund argues that 

the material, geographical, historical, social, and 

ideological framework of Beowulf cannot be the 

independent literary product of an Old English Christian 

poet, but was in all essentials created orally in 

Scandinavia, which was a fertile seedbed for epic poetry. 

 

Through meticulous argument interwoven with an 

impressive assemblage of data, archaeological and 

otherwise, Gräslund offers possible answers to the 

questions of the provenance of the Geats, the location of 

Heorot, and many more, such as the significance of 

Sutton Hoo and the signification of the Grendel kin and 

dragon in the sixth century when the events of the poem, 

coinciding with cataclysmic events in northern Europe, 

took place. 

 

Bo Gräslund is professor emeritus in archaeology at 

Uppsala University. 
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