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Beyond Borders 
Indians, Australians and the Indonesian 

Revolution, 1939 to 1950 

Beyond Borders: Indians, Australians and the Indonesian 

Revolution, 1939 to 1950 rediscovers an intense 

internationalism – and charts its loss – in the 

Indonesian Revolution. Momentous far beyond 

Indonesia itself, and not just for elites, generals, or 

diplomats, the Indonesian anti-colonial struggle from 

1945 to 1949 also became a powerful symbol of hope at 

the most grassroots levels in India and Australia. As the 

news flashed across crumbling colonial borders by 

cable, radio, and photograph, ordinary men and women 

became caught up in in the struggle. Whether seamen, 

soldiers, journalists, activists, and merchants, 

Indonesian independence inspired all of them to 

challenge colonialism and racism. And the outcomes 

were made into myths in each country through films, 

memoirs, and civic commemorations. But as heroes 

were remembered, or invented, this 1940s 

internationalism was buried behind the hardening 

borders of new nations and hostile Cold War blocs, only 

to reemerge as the basis for the globalisation of later 

years. 
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Professor Heather Goodall, UTS, is an award-

winning historian of Australian Indigenous 

people, environment, migrancy and 

decolonization. Her books include Invasion to 

Embassy (1996), Isabel Flick: Many Lives (2004), 

Rivers and Resilience (2009), Waters of 

Belonging: Al-miyahu Tajma'unah (2012), and 

Making Change Happen (2013). 
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Available to order through your local bookseller 

or via aup.nl. Distribution outside North 

America through NBN International Ltd and 

available in North America through Baker & 

Taylor Publisher Services. 

 

 

 


